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3
1
M

 

M
y B

rother, G
eorge 

B
y R

O
G

E
R

 W
IL

K
IN

S 
E

A
ST

 H
A

M
PT

O
N

, L
. L

—
A

ugust in 
E

ast H
am

pton is a lovely tim
e. G

usts 
from

 the ocean hint fall, and the late 
su

m
m

er su
n
 casts a so

ft lig
h
t o

v
er 

brow
n m

eadow
s, green potato fields 

and deep blue ponds. P
eople fret over 

co
m

m
u
n
al p

icn
ics, sp

ecu
late o

v
er 

n
am

es in
clu

d
ed

 o
r left o

ff w
eek

en
d
 

guest lists, and com
pare notes on the 

household help available in the local 
talent pool. In serious m

om
ents, a dis-

gruntled intellectual m
ay talk of em

i-
grating to Ireland, or the alienation of 
m

odern m
an and his ceaseless search 

for identity. 
T

hen com
es the new

s from
 C

alifor-
n
ia. G

eo
rg

e Jack
so

n
 co

u
ld

n
't g

et to
 

Irelan
d
. H

e co
u
ld

n
't ev

en
 reach

 th
e 

S
an Q

uentin w
all. T

he paper said that 
in

 th
e y

ard
 at h

is p
riso

n
 Jack

so
n
 re-

ceiv
ed

 a rifle b
u
llet "o

n
 to

p
 o

f th
e 

h
ead

 . . . th
at w

en
t th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e b
ase 

of his skull, dow
n his back alongside 

the spine, fracturing a rib and leaving 
from

 his low
er back." 

T
alk

 o
n
 th

e b
each

es an
d
 at b

ack
-

yard cocktail parties turned to the in-
co

n
sisten

cies in
 th

e o
fficial rep

o
rts 

and to speculation about prison auth-
orities having set him

 up to die. Jack-
so

n
, th

e g
en

eral ju
d
g
m

en
t g

o
es, 

though for perhaps good reason—
im

-
prisoned for up to life for a $70 rob-
bery—

w
as a desperate m

an and aliens 
ated from

 our society. 
Jack

so
n
 w

as certain
ly

 alien
ated

 
from

 E
ast H

am
pton's late sum

m
er en-

n
u
i an

d
 th

at strain
 o

f A
m

erican
 life 

that encourages people to fritter their  

lives aw
ay heedless of casual and cal-

culated cruelties inflicted on people 
w

h
o
 d

o
 n

o
t b

elo
n
g
, b

u
t h

e w
as n

o
t 

alien
ated

 fro
m

 h
im

self. H
e w

as th
e 

ultim
ate nigger and he knew

 it. A
 m

an 
o
f in

tellig
en

ce an
d
 d

ig
n
ity

, G
eo

rg
e 

Jack
so

n
 w

as o
n
e o

f th
o
se ag

ain
st 

w
hom

 A
m

erican law
 contorts, degrades 

and m
ocks itself. F

or a crim
e for w

hich 
a w

h
ite y

o
u
th

 m
ig

h
t h

av
e receiv

ed
 

p
ro

b
atio

n
 fo

r tw
o
 y

ears, Jack
so

n
 

serv
ed

 1
1
 y

ears—
m

o
st o

f th
em

 in
 

sten
ch

-filled
 so

litary
 cells—

at th
e 

m
ercy of officials w

ho had som
e need 

to
 b

reak
 h

is w
ill. H

e to
ld

 A
n
g
ela 

D
av

is in
 a letter: "T

h
ey

 created
 th

e 
situ

atio
n
. A

ll th
at flo

w
s fro

m
 it is 

their responsibility. T
hey've created 

in m
e one irate, resentful nigger—

and 
it's building—

to w
hat clim

ax?" 
G

eorge Jackson never really had a 
ch

an
ce to

 liv
e th

e life o
f th

e em
p
ty

 
spirit, w

orrying about status, his next 
p
ro

m
o
tio

n
 o

r th
e rig

h
t p

lace to
 liv

e. 
H

e suffered the final A
m

erican degra-
d
atio

n
—

h
e w

as p
o
o
r an

d
 b

lack
 an

d
 

sm
art and a prisoner. 

Jackson knew
 the value of $70 and 

a black life in the C
alifornia prisons. 

H
e w

rote often that he never expected 
to

 b
e g

iv
en

 b
ack

 h
is freed

o
m

—
to

 
leave prison alive. B

ut he also m
ade 

clear th
at h

is so
u
l w

as h
is o

w
n
. H

e 
refu

sed
 to

 ced
e h

is sp
irit to

 co
arse 

p
riso

n
 au

th
o
rity

 in
 retu

rn
 fo

r th
e  

m
ean

 fav
o
rs o

f a sy
stem

 th
at co

u
ld

 
p
en

 m
en

 fo
r y

ears in
 cram

p
ed

 "ad
-

justm
ent-center" cells sm

aller than a 
fam

ily bathroom
, behind solid m

etal 
doors w

ith tw
o-inch by five-inch slits 

to see the "free" corridor area outside. 
T

o
 p

reserv
e h

is m
in

d
, Jack

so
n
 read

 
everything from

 S
tendahl to E

ngels. 
T

o preserve his body, he did exercises 
in

 h
is cell fo

r six
 h

o
u
rs a d

ay
. T

o
 

p
reserv

e h
is so

u
l h

e resisted
 p

riso
n
 

brutality and evolved a philosophy of 
rebellion w

hich he preached to all w
ho 

w
o
u
ld

 listen
. H

e sav
ed

 h
is so

u
l an

d
 

lost his life follow
ing the precepts of 

th
e p

riso
n
er S

o
lo

g
d
in

 in
 S

o
lzh

en
it-

syn's "T
he F

irst C
ircle": "T

he m
ost re-

w
ard

in
g
 p

ast . . . is th
e g

reatest ex
-

tern
al resistan

ce in
 th

e p
resen

ce o
f 

the least internal resistance. F
ailures 

m
ust be considered the cue for further 

applications of efforts and concentra-
tion of w

illpow
er. A

nd if substantial 
efforts have already been m

ade, the 
failu

res are all th
e m

o
re jo

y
o
u
s. It 

m
ean

s o
u
r cro

w
b
ar h

as stru
ck

 th
e 

iron box containing the treasure. O
ver-

com
ing the increased difficulties is all 

the m
ore valuable because in failure, 

the grow
th of the person perform

ing 
the task takes place in proportion to 
the difficulty encountered!" 

N
o
 m

atter h
o
w

 h
ard

 th
ey

 p
ressed

 
G

eorge Jackson's face in the slim
e, he 

alw
ay

s th
ru

st h
is h

an
d
 to

w
ard

 th
e 

sun. 

T
he state says G

eorge Jackson w
as 

a m
u
rd

erer an
d
 p

erh
ap

s h
e k

illed
 a 

m
an

 o
r m

o
re b

u
t if h

e d
id

, h
e d

id
 it 

in
sid

e an
 iro

n
 circle o

f h
ell w

h
ere 

the agents of a careless people have 
alm

ost unlim
ited sovereignty over the 

b
o
n
es an

d
 sp

irits o
f th

e m
en

 th
ey

 
k
eep

. D
eath

 o
f p

riso
n
er an

d
 k

eep
er 

alike are the natural consequences of 
state-sponsored savagery. If som

e m
en 

kill to prevent the •theft of the goods 
o
f th

eir sto
re o

r th
eir fam

ily
 jew

els 
m

ight others not also kill to prevent 
the theft of their lives and their spirits? 

In E
astham

pton and other places—
w

here iron boxes are rarely struck—
p
eo

p
le w

ill sp
ecu

late b
riefly

 o
n
 th

e 
n
atu

re o
f Jack

so
n
's life an

d
 th

e rea-
so

n
s fo

r h
is d

eath
 an

d
 g

o
 o

n
 to

 th
e 

next headline. W
hatever the details of 

his last day—
w

hether or not he had 
a g

u
n
 in

 h
is h

air—
th

e b
ro

th
ers, n

o
t 

S
o
led

ad
, b

u
t m

ain
ly

 b
lack

—
G

eorge! 
Jackson helped define for all tim

e our 
iro

n
 b

o
x
es an

d
 so

m
e o

f th
e w

ay
s to

 
approach them

. 
In

 h
is tim

e an
d
 in

 h
is p

lace, h
e 

built a pow
erful life and suffused our 

spirits w
ith the nigger suffering and 

the steel force of the B
lack E

verym
an 

he had com
e to be. In C

alifornia they 
could snatch his life for $70, but the 
bullet that split his skull and creased 
his spine could not kill w

hat he had 
becom

e. 
A

nd now
, as A

ugust w
anes, w

aves 
lap

 q
u
ietly

 o
n
 th

e san
d
y
 H

am
p
to

n
 

shores. 

R
oger W

ilkins, 
a 

form
er 

A
ssistant 

A
ttorney G

eneral, has visited Soledad 
and other C

alifornia prisons. 

Jackson R
efused to C

ede H
is Spirit to P

rison—
H

e Saved H
is Soul and L

ost H
is L

ife 


