
Raymond Procunier, just 
back from a meeting of 
corrections officials in Flori-
da, arrived at San Quentin 
early in the evening, three 
hours after the attempt. San 
Quentin Warden Louis Nel-
son turned back from his va-
cation in Bend, Ore. 

Even today, Soledad and 
Deuel remain locked up as 

tight as San Quentin. There 
is an extra wariness among 
the officers at Folsom, San ! 
Luis Obispo, Vacaville and 
Tehachapi. 

The tension and bitterness i 
is still .rippling down through 
the entire prison system. 

"You can be certain the 
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iiihemihcieBitterness That Led 
To the Quentin Killings 

By Tim Findley 
Within hours after Satur-

day's escape attempt at San 
Quentin Prison, three of the 
state's toughest prisons 
were locked up under the 
tightest security possible. 

San Quentin was locked up 
first — none of the 2700 in-

mates moved 
out o f their 
cells. The or-
der was out 
from Depart- 
ment 	of 

Corrections 
officials to all 13 of the 
state's prisons to take pre-
cautions. Deuel Vocational 
Institute immediately locked 
up its 1400 prisoners. 

At Soledad, officials said 
some black inmates wept 
when they heard that George 
Jackson w a s dead. They 
wept and they went into their 
cells. 

Director of Corrections  
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unlock will be done with 
great c autio n," said a 
spokesman f o r Procunier. 
There were early hints of an 
entirely new reclassification 
of inmates — toughening cus-
tody on many men, taking 
away some liberties, re-
evaluating procedures. Doing 
it all slowly, carefully. 

BITTERNESS 
San Quentin Associate 

Warden Jim Park, still lash-
ing his words with barely 
controlled bitterness, said it 
must be done, '"so officers 
can come to work in the 
morning without their wives 
crying." 

Already the talk is of a ma-
jor investigation, demanded 
by the reformers who blame 
the prison system and hinted 
at by others who think re-
form a n d liberal policies 
have gone too far. 

The escape was unlike any 
other attempted, not only be-
cause it was more bloody, 
but because there has been a 
single gore-stained thread 
running through all the heavy 
pressure building nearly the 
last two years. 

It began in earnest in Jan-
uary, 1970, when Soledad 
tried to relieve racial hatred 
in its grim adjustment.center 
by opening a new exercise 
yard. On the first day, three 
black men were shot dead by 
a correctional officer trying  

to break up what he thought 
was a racial brawl. 

Within two months a 
correctional officer at Sole-
dad was beaten to death. 
Notes found on a blackboard 
and, elsewhere in the prison 
said "one down, two to go." 
Within a year after that, two 
more officers at Soled a d 
were killed. 

CENTER 
George Jackson and the 

other two "Soledad Broth-
ers," Fleeta Drumgo and 
John Clutchette, were moved 
to San Quetin's adjustment 
center to await trial in San 
Francisco on charges of 
beating to death the first 
correctional officer victim at 
Soledad. 

In August, 1970, an abor-
tive attempt was made to 
free three inmates on trial at 
the Mann county courthouse. 
Four people were killed — a 
judge, two black inmates, 
and 17-y e a r -o 1 d Jonathan 
Jackson, who it was specu-
lated had planned the kid-
nap-escape in an effort to 
free his brother, George. 

Those were the events that 
made headlines. Between 
them, however, was a build-
ing period of controversy 
about prisons. inmates, au-
thorities complained, were 
for the first time using radi-
cal politics as the justifica-
tion for their crimes, both 
past and recent.  

The demands on the. out- 

GEORGE JACKSON 
'This is it' 

side for prison reform 
seemed almost cyclic — a 
periodic awareness of the 
brutality of confinement. 

INMATES 
Inside, however, there was 

something new. Inmate s 
were showing signs of organ-
ized radical groups not just 
within single prisons, but 
reaching from prison to pris-
on around the nation's larg-
est scattered system of penal 
institutions. 

The Department of Correc-
tions, the Chronicle learned, 
has for months been investi-
gating the clandestine "Con-
vict Union" within the walls. 
Messages from one prison to 
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another has been intercepted 
which indicated that the se-
cret organization had some 
control over the violence in 
prisons. 

Whether because of his 
own growing "celebrity" rep-
utation on the outside, or be-
cause of tips from inside the 
walls. authorities intimated 
that Jackson was a key fig-
ure, perhaps the leader of 
the secret "Convict Union." 

It seemed unlikely that the 
intense and articulate 29-
year-old who had served an 
unusually long ten years for 
second degree robbery could 
participate in, much less run, 
a secret organization from 
behind the tense barriers of 
security he had been placed 
in as a "Soledad Brother" 
and accused killer of a 
correctional officer. 

Wherever he went, he was 
skin-searched constantly -
ordered to take his clothes 
off, bend over and spread his 
legs apart, rub briskly 
through his hair, open his 
mouth. Jackson and other in-
mates considered potentially 
dangerous went through that 
procedure sometimes several 
times a day. 

For Jackson, the searches 
were most often for his fre-
quent trips to and from the 
visiting room to talk with a 

I constant stream of attorneys, 
investigators, reporters, fam-
ily and widening circle of po-
litical friends. 

Jackson and the Soledad 
Brothers had already be-
come national "cause" fig-
ures in radical movements 
by the time Jackson's criti-
cally-acclaimed book "Sole-
dad Brothers: The Prison 
Letters of George Jackson'," 
came out late last year. 

He aedicated the book to 
his dead brother, Jonathan, 
"scourge of the unrighteous, 
soldier of the people"; to his 
mother and to Angela Davis, 
and promised, "to the de-
struction of their enemies I 
dedicate my life." 

It was this kind of revolu-
tionary talk that angered and 
frightened prison officials. Vi-
olent incidents in prison, par-
ticularly the unprecedented 
murder of five corrections of-
ficials in 18 months, were 
traced back by authorities to 
this "kill the pig rhetoric" by 
prison officials. 

The officials made sharp 
remarks about attorneys and 
radicals inflaming trouble in 
the prisons. More than once 
the authorities suggested 
that lawyers were acting as 
message carriers between vi-
olent inmates. 

ANGRY 
Most alarmed and most an-

gry about this were the 
corrections officers t h e m-
selves. Until two years ago 
or less, their jobs had slowly 
been getting better. 

They dropped references to 
themselves as "guards." Un-
der Procunier's leadership 
the "joints" were loosening 
up. Inmates could make tele-
phone calls, receive family 
visits. 

The Adult Authority was 
releasing men on parole at a 
faster rate than ever before. 

The prison population was 
declining because the man-
ageable inmates were being 
let out early if they went to 
prison at all under new pi o-
baton arrangements. 

But the violence inside the 
walls was deadlier than ever 
before — a n d seemingly 

without reason. Offficers were 
killed not by men who were 
trying to escape, but by in-
mates certain to be caught. 

Correctional officers them- 

selves were on the verge of 
mutiny against the adminis-
tration by Saturday. They de-
manded tighter controls. 
more guns on the walls and I 
less attention to the political 
influences of reformers. 

DEMANDS 
The fact was, that despite I  

the demands for reform, both 
modest and strident, Califor-
nia prisons were ostensibly 
more liberal and obviously 
more violent places than 
ever before. In the long run, 
it appeared likely that even 
further reforms, however 
slow, were o n the way. 
George Jackson's book and 
the political supporters he 
rallied helped that cause. 

The Soledad Brothers trial 
was scheduled to begin with-
in two weeks, and it was ex-
pected to bring more pres-
sure and controversy about 
prison reform. As early as 
today, there was to be a pre-
liminary hearing fraught 
with tensions brought from 
San Quentin. 

It was in that context that 
Jackson took the skin search 
early Saturday afternoon and 
went, under guard. to the vis-
iting room. Through with the 
visit, the officers marched 
him back across the pleas-
antly landscaped mall to the 
iron-stiff adjustment center 
where he was to be skin 
searched again. 

BROTHER 
"This is it!" Jackson is re-

ported to have said as he 
whipped out a gun — the 
same words his brother used 
in the Marin county court-
house. 

He was shot down within 
an hour as he sprinted for a 
20-f o o t wall topped with 
barbed wire. There were four 
dead men in his concrete 
cell. 

But there remained a ques-
tion about why — one that 
George Jackson asked him-
self months before after his 
younger brother was shot to 
death. 

"If I'd known ahead of 
time," he said almost exact-
ly 

 
 a year ago, "I would have 

stopped him. I know the 
guards here. I knew they'd 
shoot. I knew they'd kill Jon-
athan." 


