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F
.B

.I. Y
 ields R

osenberg F
iles in B

id by Sons to P
rove P

arents W
 ere Innocent 

m
ay

 rev
eal th

at th
eir p

aren
ts 

w
ere innocent. 
N

either son, M
ichael or R

obert 
M

eerolpol, now
 -their representa- secrets. 

T
h
e B

ritish
 lead

er's su
g
g
es-

tio
n
 w

a
s d

e
rid

e
d
 a

s "a
 lo

t 
o
f b

alo
n
ey

" b
y
 h

is A
m

erican
 

opposite, D
r. J. R

obert O
ppen-

h
eim

er. A
n
 F

.B
.I. m

em
o
 o

n
 

in
tev

iew
s w

ith
 D

r. O
p
p
en

h
ei-

m
er on M

arch 24 and 27, 1950, 
q
u
o
te

 h
im

 a
s sa

y
in

g
, "T

h
e
 

ato
m

ic b
o
m

b
 ex

p
lo

d
ed

 b
y
 th

e 
R

ussians w
as so like the A

m
er-

ican
 ato

m
ic b

o
m

b
" th

at D
r. 

F
uch's confession let him

 "logi-
cally understnd w

hy." 
O

pening of the files- resulted 
fro

m
 a F

ed
eral co

u
rt su

it b
y

 
th

e M
eero

p
o
l' b

ro
th

er u
n
d
er 

under the F
reedom

 of Inform
a-

tio
n
 A

ct. T
h
e b

u
reau

 said
 th

at 
th

e files w
ere' av

ailab
le first 

to
 th

e p
etitin

ers an
d

 so
m

e re-
se

a
rc

h
e
rs w

h
o
 h

a
d
 a

lre
a
d
y
 

filed
 req

u
ests, b

u
t th

at o
th

er 
w

o
u
ld

-b
a p

eru
sers co

u
ld

 tele-
p

h
o

n
e o

r w
rite to

 th
e F

.B
.I. 

freedom
 of inform

ation section 
to

 ask
 fo

r an
 ap

p
o
in

tm
en

t to
 

read the files 

T
he first scrutiny by new

sm
en 

—
sev

en
 o

f th
em

—
started

 to
-

d
ay

 u
n
d
er th

e w
atch

fu
l 

eyes 
o
f D

ep
u
ty

 A
tto

rn
ey

 G
en

eral 
Q

u
in

la
n
 S

h
e
a
 a

n
d
 E

d
w

a
rd

 
G

ooderham
, an agent from

 the 
b
u
reau

's p
ress 

section, 
and 

continued w
ith agents on hand 

to
 see th

at th
e d

o
cu

m
en

ts re-
m

ained intact. 
15-Y

ear Sentence 
M

r. G
reenglass w

as sentenced 
to

 1
5
 y

e
a
rs o

n
 th

e
 c

h
a
rg

e
s 

o
f c

o
n
sp

ira
c
y
 to

 c
o
m

m
it 

esp
io

n
ag

e, ch
arg

es th
at led

 to
 

th
e R

o
sen

b
erg

s' d
eath

s an
d
 to

 
a 30-year sentence for M

orton 
S

obell. M
r. G

reengrass w
as an 

A
rm

y m
achinist at L

os A
lam

os 
in

 1
9
4
5
. H

e testified
 th

at h
e 

h
ad

 g
iv

en
 in

fo
rm

atio
n

 o
n

 th
e 

bom
b project to M

r. R
osenberg 

—
inform

ation M
rs. R

osenberg 
th

en
 ty

p
ed

, h
e said

—
an

d
th

at 
h
e h

ad
 g

iv
en

 sim
ilar "d

ata" 
to

 H
arry

 G
o
ld

, an
o
th

er p
ro

se-
cution w

itness. 
In

 a letter h
is atto

rn
ey

, 0
. 

JO
hn R

ogge, sent to P
resident 

E
isen

h
o
w

er u
rg

in
g
 th

at th
e 

death sentences be com
m

uted, 
M

r. G
reen

g
lass w

ro
te th

at h
is 

o
w

n
 testim

o
n

y
 h

ad
 b

een
 an

 
"act of contrition for the w

rong 
I h

ad
 'd

o
n

e m
y

 co
u

n
try

, m
y

 
fam

ily and m
yself." 

"H
ere I had to take the choice 

o
f h

u
rtin

g
 so

m
eo

n
e d

ear to
 

m
e
," h

e
 w

ro
te

, "a
n
d
 I to

o
k
 

it d
elib

erately
. I co

u
ld

 n
o
t b

e-
liev

e th
at th

is w
o
u
ld

 b
e th

e 
outcom

e. M
ay G

od in H
is m

ercy 
ch

an
g
e th

at aw
fu

l sen
ten

ce." 

T
h
e d

o
cu

m
en

ts sh
o
w

ed
 ef-

fo
rts b

y
 M

rs. R
o
se

n
b
e
rg

's 
m

other, T
essie .G

reenglass and 
another brother of M

rs. R
osen-

b
erg

, S
am

u
el, in

 1
9
5
0
 p

retrial 
v
isit to

 h
er in

 p
riso

n
 in

 N
ew

 
Y

o
rk

, to
 co

n
v
in

ce h
er to

 co
o
-

p
erate w

ith
 th

e b
u
reau

. O
n
e 

m
em

o
ran

d
u
m

 said
 th

at th
e 

m
other had suggested that M

rs. 
R

o
sen

b
erg

 "d
iv

o
rce Ju

liu
s," 

an
d
 th

at M
rs. R

o
sen

b
erg

 h
ad

 
d
eclared

 th
at sh

e an
d
 h

er h
u
s-

b
an

d
 w

ere in
n

o
cen

t an
d

 h
ad

 
th

en
 "to

ld
 h

er m
o

th
er n

ev
er 

to return" to visit her. 
A

 m
em

o
ran

d
u
m

 o
n
 a S

ep
t. 

12, 1950, F
.B

.I. interview
 w

ith 
S

am
uel G

reenglass said he had 
asserted that betw

een 1932 and 
1

9
3

5
, "b

o
th

 Ju
liu

s R
o

sen
b

erg
 

an
d

 E
th

el R
o

sen
b

erg
 b

ecam
e  violent C

om
m

unists, and since 
that tim

e have m
aintained that 

nothing is m
ore im

portant than 
the C

om
m

unist cause." 
S

am
uel G

reenglass w
as quot-

ed
 as say

in
g
 h

e "b
ecam

e so
 

concerned over the C
om

m
unist 

in
flu

en
ce o

f Ju
liu

s R
o
sen

b
erg

 
and E

thel G
reenglass over D

a-
vid G

reenglass that he offered 
to

 p
ay

 th
eir tran

sp
o
rtatio

n
 to

 
R

u
ssia if th

ey
 w

o
u
ld

 ag
ree to

 
stay

 th
ere" b

u
t th

at "th
ey

 d
e-

clined." 
A

fter th
e d

eath
 sen

ten
ces, 

th
e m

o
th

er an
d
 an

o
th

er b
ro

th
-

e
r, B

e
rn

a
rd

, v
isiste

d
 M

rs. 
R

osenberg in S
ing S

ing P
rison 

M
arch

 1
4
, 1

9
5
3
. A

 m
em

o
ran

-
d
u
m

 sa
id

 sh
e
 "y

e
lle

d
 a

n
d
 

rav
ed

" th
at th

ey
 w

ere "try
in

g
  to

 g
et h

er to
 co

n
fess an

d
 in

-
volve innocent people." 

A
 M

ay 18, *1951, post-trial 
m

em
o
ran

d
u
m

 fro
m

 th
e F

.B
.I. 

office in N
ew

 Y
ork responded 

to a request by J. E
dgar H

oov-
er, d

irecto
r o

f th
e b

u
reau

, fo
r 

personality data on the R
osen-

bergs. 

F
.B

.I. V
iew

 of R
osenberg 

"R
osenberg," the ,m

em
oran-

d
u

m
 said

, "b
eliev

es th
at h

e 
is brilliant both ,as an engineer 
and as anespionage agent and 
fe

e
ls th

a
t 'h

e
 is a

 m
a
rty

r to
 

'th
e cau

se!' reso
lv

in
g
 th

at h
e 

w
ill n

o
t rev

eal h
is asso

ciates 
in

 esp
io

n
ag

e an
d
 rely

in
g
 o

n
 

th
e
 a

d
v
e
n
t o

f a
 'so

v
ie

tiz
e
d
 

A
m

erica' to free him
." 

B
y P

E
T

E
R

 K
IH

S
S

 	
G

reen
g
lass said

 h
e th

rew
 It 

S
pecial to T

he N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
es 	

in
to

 th
e E

ast R
iv

er after h
is 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
, D

ec. 3—
A

 first denial of the theft. 
q
u
arter century after Ju

liu
s an

d
 IlD

r. R
u
d
o
lp

h
 P

eierls, h
ead

 
E

th
el R

o
sen

ib
erg

 w
ere arrested

 o
f th

e B
ritish

 m
issio

n
 to

 L
o

s 
as ato

m
ic sp

ies, th
e F

ed
eral A

lam
o
s, ex

p
ressed

 d
o
u
b
t th

at 
B

u
reau

 o
f In

v
estig

atio
n
 to

d
ay

 a co
n
fessed

 sp
y

 - scien
tist, 

released 29,000 pages of inves-.K
Iau

s F
u
ch

s, ev
er tran

sm
itted

 
tigative reports and other fides inform

ation on atom
ic research 

th
at th

e R
o
sen

b
erg

's so
n
s h

o
p
e to

 th
e. S

o
v
iet U

n
io

n
 an

d
 said

 
th

at in
 h

is o
p
in

io
n
 D

r. F
u
ch

s 
"su

rre
n
d
e
re

d
 h

im
se

lf a
n
d
 

created
 th

e sto
ry

 o
fh

is esp
io

n
-

ag
e activ

ities" in
 1

9
5

0
 to

 in
-

to
/es ap

p
eared

 h
ere. B

u
t in

sp
ec- d

u
ce d

eclasssificatio
n
 o

f th
e 

tio
n
 o

f so
m

e
 o

f th
e
 p

a
p
e
rs 

clip
p
ed

 to
g
eth

er in
 7

0
 clu

m
p
s 

sh
o

w
ed

, am
o

n
g

 o
th

er th
in

g
s, 

bhe follow
ing: 

A
. p

o
ig

n
an

t ap
p
eal fro

m
 th

e 
star w

itness, D
avid G

reengIass, 
b
ro

th
e
r o

f M
rs. R

o
se

n
b
e
rg

, 
ag

ailst th
e d

eath
 sen

ten
ces fo

r 
h
er an

d
 h

is b
ro

th
er-in

-law
 w

as 
m

ade three m
onths before their 

electrocution June 19, 1953. M
r. 

G
re

e
n
g
la

ss w
ro

te
 th

a
t th

e
y
 

w
ere g

u
ilty

, b
u
t th

at im
p
riso

n
-

m
ent m

ight - m
ake them

 confess 
an

d
 "if th

ese tw
o
 d

ie, I sh
all 

liv
e th

e rest o
f -m

y
 life w

ith
 

a
 v

e
ry

 d
a
rk

 sh
a
d
o
w

 o
n
 m

y
 

7  co
n
scien

ce." ' 
9M

r. 
G

reen
g
last ad

m
itted

 
ab

o
u
t th

e sam
e. tim

e, M
arch

 
2
3
, 1

9
5
3
, th

at h
e h

ad
 sto

len
 

a tw
o
-o

r th
ree-o

u
n
ce h

em
is-

phere of uranium
-238 from

 the 
L

o
s A

lam
o
s b

o
m

b
 lab

o
rato

ry
, 

an
 actio

n
 h

e d
en

ied
 in

 a 1
9

5
0

 
in

terro
g
atio

n
. H

is w
ife, R

u
th

, 
s
a
id

 h
e
 h

a
d
 k

e
p
 it in

 "
a
n
 

o
ld

 so
ck

',  a
s a

 so
u
v
e
n
ir. M

r. 
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Ethel and Julius Rosenberg at time of trial in 1951 


