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Calls were also being 
received by newspapers. At the 
New York Times, 110 calls 
were received yesterday. Of 
these, 67 were pro-Agnew and 
43 expressed sentiments such 
as, "His talk was a disgrace 
to the country." 

The total number of people 
who watched the Vice Presit,  
dent's speech, carried live front 
7:02 P.M. to 7:34 P.M. Thurs-
day from Des Moines, Iowa, 
was difficult to estimate. There 
are a total of 82 million televi-
sion sets in the United State% 
but this says little about the 
size of the viewing audience. 

At N.B.C., for example, a 
spokesman said that the usual 
audience for the scheduled 7; 
P.M. program — the Huntley. 
Brinkley Report, which was 
moved back a half-hour for the .  
Agnew speech, is estimated at 
20 to 25 million. 

Comments reported by telei 
vision 	stations 	included; 

"Amen, it's about time," andy, 
from the A.B.C. affiliate in Dal-
las — wherethe tally was 231, 
calls in favor, of the speeth 
and two against — "I'm 100 
per cent behind the Vice Presi-
dent and I think the news me-
dia is responsible for all our 
troubles." 

In Oklahoma City, a siwtch- 
board operator at WKYTV rer= 
ported, "We got 350 calls, all 
praising Agnew to the sky. On 
said, 'Oh, Lord, you are won-
derful. He said just what I've 
been thinking for years' There 
were two [calls] against him.'" 

Callers who opposed the 
speech were reported to have 
included such remarks as: 
"Who's paying for his [Mr. Ag-
new's) air time?" and "I don't 
like to hear a grown man cry." 
There were also reportedly a 
number of calls criticizing the 
TV stations for having carried 
Mr. Agnew's speech instead of 
the regularly scheduled pro-
gram. 

Switchboards at radio and 
television stations throughout 
the country were kept busy 
yesterday as callers responded 
to Vice President Agnew's :1g-
gestion that they "register 
their complaints" about tele-
vision news coverage, with a 
majority of the calls support-
ing Mr. Agnew's criticism. 

At the New York City head-
quarters of the three television 
networks, a tally of the calls 
received during the first 18 
hours after Mr. Ag,new's speech 
showed that about 60 per cent 
of the callers wished to espress 
their agreement with the Vice 
President. A sampling of radio 
and television stations through-
out the country by the ire 
services showed that the callers 
supported Mr. Agnew by more 
than 2 to 1. 

The only network that had 
affiliates in other cities was 
the Columbia Broadcasting Sys-
tem, which reported receiving 
8,300 calls in New York City by 
late yesterday afternoon. Of 
these, 4,700 supported Mr. 
Agnew, while 3,600 were either 
critical of his remarks or sim-
ply favorably inclined to the 
television networks. 

9,000 To 7,000 
In seven cities serviced by 

C.B.S.—Los Angeles, Philadel-
phia, Chicago, St. Louis, Boston, 
New York and San Francisco—
the over-all total was 166,000 
calls, of which 9,000 supported 
the Vice President and 7,000 
the networks. 

The National Broadcasting 
Company, by midafternoon, re-
ported a total of 6,001 calls, of 
which 3,443 were in favor of 
Mr. Agnew's stand and 2,558 
for the networks. 

The American Broadcasting 
Company reported having re-
ceived 6,085 calls. Of these, a 
spokesman said, 3,833 sup-
ported Mr. Agnew and 2,252 
were "for the network, or non-
Agnew". 


