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The Civil Liberties
Legal Defense
Fund

67 Winthrop Street, Cambridge, Mass. 02138

Dear Friend,
Haldeman, Ehrlichman, Mitchell and Mardian -- Guilty!
And many conclude: "The system of justice is working."

Almost daily, we hear words like these from politicians,
editorial writers and TV commentators ~ usually accompanied with
a sigh of relief.

We are reminded that many Nixon administration officials
have been indicted; that some have been convicted; and that Nixon's
resignation has demonstrated the effectiveness of our governmental
processes.

But why then, if our constitutional machinery is running so
smoothly, did a Federal Judge in St. Paul recently dismiss charges
against two leaders of the Wounded Knee occupation, saying:

"The prosecution in this case was guilty
of misconduct; [his conduct] was certainly
not in accord with the highest standards
that we ought to expect of those officers
that represent what I used to think was the
majesty of the United States Government."

For the past seven years, law enforcement agencies have re-
peatedly tried to use the courts to silence political opposition:
Spock, the New York Panther 21, Ellsberg, Harrisburg, Attica,
Wounded Knee, to name just a few of the better known political
trials,

And how is the justice system being abused?

- Prosecutors mislead grand juries into indicting dissenters
as conspirators who "threaten national security."

- Infiltrators and provocateurs surface reqularly as wit-
nesses for the prosecution.

- Evidence necessary to the defense is withheld or altered.

During these seven years, while the government has used
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these kinds of tactics, the Civil Liberties Legal Defense Fund
(CLLDF) has been at the forefront of the struggle to protect

our liberties. 1Its support goes to those facing contrived charges,
and to those whose rights have been systematically denied -

women, minorities and prisoners.

And it's not just the well-known who receive CLLDF support.
Hundreds of poor defendants and plaintiffs have received grants -
people who receive little public attention, but whose lives and
freedoms must be protected if ours are to be secure.

In many cases, CLLDF has been among the first to provide
help to those facing 'new' civil liberties issues.

For example, in the late 1960's, CLLDF was one of the first
organizations to financially assist those challenging the selec-
tive service and military laws. Now, in the mid 1970's, CLLDF
is moving into the area of economic/civil rights by helping a
tenants group in its court battle to block a closed-door decision
to raise rents by as much as 25%.

Please take a few minutes to read the enclosed brochure.
We think that you'll agree with us that CLLDF is an effective
and innovative defender of our civil liberties.

Your tax deductible check for $15.00, or whatever you can
afford, will be put to immediate and worthwhile use.

Very gratefully, — )
s e S ol ﬁwj&vf/f%

Benjamin Spock Denise Levertov
Pediatrician and Author Poet and Teacher

Ptad A losan [

Robert A. Rosenthal
Chairperson, CLLDF

P.S. The cost of eliminating duplication is very high. We apolo-
gize if you receive more than one of our letters. If you
do, why not pass one along to a friend. CLLDF can use all
the help you can give.
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