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The doubts about
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WASHINGTON — Richard
Nixon’s most powerful aides
were convicted in the Water-
gate cover-up.trial under the
very laws they themselves
offen used as a weapon
against - administration ene-
mies — Em conspiracy stat-
utes.

During John Mitchell's
tenure as attorney mmp._mw&
the Justice Department in-
voked the conspiracy laws to
prosecute D'r. Benjamin
Spock, the Chicago Seven,
the Berrigan brothers, the

Gainesville Eight and Daniel .

Ellsherg in what were re-
ferred to as the “New Left
trials.”

On New Year’s Day the
Watergate jury found Mitch-
ell mma three others guilty of

& REP

their own conspiracy.,

Conspiracy, as Judge John
Sirica told the Watergate
jury several times, is simply

two or more persons acting’

JAN 5 1975

® One member of the con-
spiracy may testify to what
another member told him—
testimony that would be in-
admissable heresay in other
types of _‘,z&m.

together in the furtherance %

of acrime.

The Watergate convictions

raised anew some serious
questions about the fairness
of the nation’s conspiracy
laws.

Melvin Wulf, legal director
of the Americal Civil Lib-
erties Union, said he finds
those laws mum triais con-

ducted under them objec-’

tionable because:

® Fach member of the al-

leged conspiracy becomes

responsible for the actions of
every other member, wheth-

. er or not they ever met."

@’ mmwmmmw evidence
against one member of the
conspiracy may be used as

“evidence against all other
m,,muim. %, ‘

members,

g Only one act is neces-
- sary to prove the oosmw:.m@
existed.

Iéz: however, %mmammm,

Some mwm&omaosm ~of gm
‘conspiracy laws.

-““There’s. :om:nm §.o5m
with a conspiracy law, par-
aoEmE% if persons are con-
spiring to commit murder,
rob-a bank or obstruct jus-
tice,” he said. “You just

conspiracy laws

" have to be careful how you
“use it.”

Wulf said the Nixon mm.
‘ministration “used the con-

-Spiracy laws to stop persons

from saying things to which
the administration objected.

In almost every case the de-
+ fendants were acquitted or

the .convictions were set

* Spock was accused of con- .

spiring to violate the selec-
tive service laws by urging
young' men to evade the
draft,

The Chicago Seven were

accused ' of crossing a state’

boundary in conspiring to in-
cite a riot at the 1968 Demo-
cratic National Convention.

" Ellsberg was accused of

stealing, espionage and con- -

spiracy to obtain the Penta-

gon papers.

The Berrigans wers ace
cused of conspiring to blow
up heating tunnels ‘in Waghs
ington and to kidnap Secre-
tary of State Kissinger, 7

The Gainesville Eight
were aceused of conspiring
to -create havoc at the 1972
Republican Zmﬂcum_ Q?H..
vention.

Mitehell — who . EBSR
took part in discussions of
G. Gordon Liddy’s plan to
kidnap demonstration lead-
ers at the 1972 GOP conven-
tion—testified in the m&uom.
ville Eight trial.

One defendant fn mpw%
trial, Scott Camil, gsaid;:
*The conspiracy gm» exists

‘is a conspiracy on the part

of the Nixon m&EEma.mng

-to silence any person, organ-

ization or. political party
whose actions do not reins
force the ‘Nixon mnBE_mﬁ.mf
tion.”
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