. SFChronicle < BPR 25 ?5?4
‘More Selective’  »c-» -

S.F. Police Are
Pulling Back
~ In Zebra Hunt

San Francisco police have drastically cut back on
the controversial “stop-and-question” hunt for the
Zebra killer which has outraged much of the black
populace, chief of inspectors Charles Barca said yes-
: terday.

The disclosure came in a
memorandum read into the
record during a hearing be-
fore U.S. Distriet Judge Al-
fonso J. Zirpoli on whether
the weék-old police practice
should be forbidden on Con-
stitutional grounds.

Zirpoli promised to rule
this morning on the requests
for a preliminary injunction
prohibiting the random ques-
tioning,

He expressed the hope to
City Attorney Thomas
O’Connor that once police
look closely at the proposed
court. order, they may find
that it won’t hinder their in-
vestigation. . i

‘“We've tried the stop-
question tactics for six days
and it appears to be unpro-
ductive and ineffective,”
Barca said in the memo
written on Tuesday and ad-
dressed to the commanders
of Operation Zebra. :

“From now on, be more
selective when making.
stops. Make them when the
individual is acting, or ap-
pears to be, out of the ordi-
nary,” the memo continued.

In the past week, police
have stopped 567 blacks who
they felt resembled an art-
ist’s sketch .of the random
kKiller or killers on city
killer or killers of 12 whites
and wounded six others since -
November,

The police action prompted
separate suits by the NAACP
and the American Civil Lib-
erties Union, arguing that
the questioning of blacks on
the street in such numbers
is a wholesale violation of
Constitutional rights.

The memo offered two ex-
amples of how police will
decide who and when to
question in the continuing
hunt for the Zebra killer or
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killers.

One example is if someone
is waiting for a Muni bus
and ‘“the Muni vehicle ar-
rives and he doesn’t board
it.”” The other is when an
automabile drops a person
off ““and stops either within
sight or around the corner
or the passenger vehicle
stops and the passenger con-
tinues walking on ahead.”

. Barca added in the memo:

“The "above are only obvious:
- examples. There certainly
are many other suspicious
circumstances where a
stop-and-question would be
warranted.”

In reply to a question from

attorney Nathaniel S. Colley,

Barca said he decided the
wholesale questioning
wasn’t paying off a couple of
days ago. “But to give this
operation & chance to prove
itself, I thought we would
wait.” -
He added: “After a weelk’s
time, it appeared we had
gotten no results. It ap-
peared that the so-called Ze-
bra killer would not reveal

himself to the police in a-

way that might lead to his
capture.” A
In. reply to another ques-

tion, Barca said he esti-
mates there -are 100,000

blacks in San JFrancisco, |

perhaps 6000 of whom fall
within the age range of 20to
30 at -which eyewitnesses
place the killer. ‘

Colley elicited an admis-
sion from Barca that if po-
licemen saw two young men,
one white and one black,
waiting for.'a bus, they
- would be more likely to
question the black.

. “A necessary ingredient of
* being stopped is blackness
—is that right?” Colley
asked. “Yes,” Barca re-
plied. ‘

Judge Zirpoli asked

whether such a decision on -

the part-of the policeman
was &' subjective judgment.
“It’s up to the officer,” Rar-
ca replied, “It’s what a pru-
dent police. officer would do
under the circumstances
surrounding the situation.”

Barca said the new order
to. Operation Zebra com-
manders was drafted follow-
ing a Tuesday meeting at
City Hall . between him, Po-
lice Chief Donald Scott,
Mayor Alioto andtwo aides.

Two kinds of cards have
been filled out after police
interrogations of blacks
stopped on the street. The
cards came under angry at-
tack at the hearing.

One, called a “‘courtesy
card,” was used by ‘the
bearer to show to officers
who might stop him a sec-
ond time and'was meant tot
prevent a second question-
ing. . '

The other was a “‘field in-
terrogation .card” and went
into police files. It contains
: name, address, occupa-
tion, , employer physical de-
scription and .other informa-
tion - about the person
stopped..

Testimony yesterday indi-
cated that of the 567 blacks
who have been stopped and
questioned so far, field in-
terrogation card’s were
made out on 181 of them.

Colley indignantly pointed
out that although the suspect
isdescribed ‘as youthful and
slender, ‘“‘one of the persons
stopped was- a black man, 59
years old and weighing 255
pounds.”’ :

Referring to the so-called
courtesy cards, . Barca
said: ““This is something I
thought would work out, but
I now read in the press thaf
some people find it offen-
sive.”
~Colley called the field in-
terrogation’ cards “an ad-
mission by the police that
they are engaged on a
wholesale invasion of the
privacy of the black popula-
tion.” Colley added:

“Any person who is black
and happens to be anywhere
in the suspect range has one
of these made on.out What
right does a pelice depart-
ment have to put the name
of a black man into police
files as a person who has
been investigated as the pos-
sible Zebra killer?”’

Chief Scott testified that
he was adamant in discus-
sions with his staff that Op-
eration Zebra was to be con-
ducted with a minimum of .
searches and pat-downs.

“It was just thatif any of-
ficer felt his safety in dan-
ger, he could conduct a pat
search,” Scott said.



