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By Jerry Belgher
Examiner Nex\s Stafl,

1 ST. Pf\UL — t dS called B
Wounded Knee trial” and it may ve!:g
well be one of the most important tr1a1
of the decade. -

What happens in t1e elegant hlgh-
ceilinged Court Room~No. 3 of the Fed-
eral Building here imay shape the
future of hundreds of thwousands of

American Indians, from the Oglala La- .

The charges arose
the occupation of W (
Knee, a remate ham!
the Pine Ridge Indian

vation in Soruth Dakota' by

-as many as 700 Indians be-

‘tween Feb. 27 and May 8,

1973. Two Indians were

killed during those 71 days,

kota living in a hovel in South Dakotalfo is

the displaced Hoopa lumberjack rent-
ing a scruffy flat in San Francisco's
Mission Distiict. ~;?’~

)

~ It may dlw affect the lives and dﬁ,‘l—

tudes ol milkions of other Ameris gﬁ@m '
rfaréﬁess of* ﬁs‘tatm or ethd

1 gmund P - TN

“Yet- the trial is being neglécted if
nm entirely ignored, hy the media of
America: * A,
#7And the trial, with its proniie ‘ot
dramatlc future fireworks, may end in

4 dreary fizzle next week. Because ofa
little ““dirty triek.”

Techmcallv it is pot the Wounded °

* Knee trial but the people of the United
States of America versus Dennis Banks
and Russell Means.

Banks, 42, a Chippewa, and ] \/Ieansa

34, an Odlala Sioux (Lakota), are lead-
ers of the American Indian Movement.

. }i.ach is charged with 10 federal felo-
ny counts, ranging. from assault o a
* f&lderal offiéer téMlarceny to conspiracy.
Tt convmted they could besentenced to
a maximum' of 80 years m pI‘lSOIl and

Tum to Page 22. Col. 1
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The mal beﬁ&nw,r‘
Jan. 9. and a jury
women and three men was
seated\One man is of Mexi-
can descent, there are no

“Indians, no Blacks, no Asians

oni the jury. Half the jurors
are under 30.

Since testimony beéan
ear]:y this month, the prose-
Wlth Assmtan ‘.S,

bee“h Laymg thé groundwork

ans.

®
1 \3

Twentv -seven Wlﬁ&es
have been on the s»tand.
What has been established
through them is what most
literate Americans and
many Europeans (who: are
intensely interested in the
case) already knew:

That there were heavy ex-

:«changes of gunfire ‘between

federal lawmen_ and the In-

xﬁs case against Banks

' y&t se_attorney W
stler (best knoewn )

; riers. were mugch in evidence,
| that Banks and Means were
' two of the leaders inside
W@nded Knee.

The only - testlmony that |
relates directly to either of
the. two AIM leaders came

. who said Means once tied.

m@chmch

%gany image has |
strained so -far;«it s
FBlig: W~ District Judge '
Fred Niehel, usually easy-
gomg -almost to the point of
permissiveness, showed. that
hig temper can flare v%en
. he encounters slipshod or ir-
regular investigative work.

certain document in . evi-
dence, then got more aflgry
" when a photocopy was;

“brought to court and itiwas 1

discovered that it had@ been
altered.

“1 think,” he smd
FBI has deteriorated .
deteriorated badly.”

There have_ been a few

Ythe

leg
ies of

"iljeneg

Society demumnatlon of AIM

des,” a John Birch

and the occupation of
Wounded Knee.

"Then last FlldaV prose
cutor Hurd was put in the

from the Rev. Paul Manhart, .

Molotov cocktallsﬁ andb mili- -
tary-armored personnel car-

| him up in the vﬂlage Caﬂm— .

He chewed out the FBI.
| when it failed to present a

%d on suspicion of N
“jury tamipering after he. al- ||
afled to jurors cop- '
8 pamphlet entitled

awkward position of sitting |
in the witness stand him. |

self and impeaching one of
his own w1tnesses

Rancher William Leav1tt
29, who lived near Wounded
Knee, had denied earlier
that he had ever mentioned
the possibility that a flyer

mlght drop dynamite on the
vi Hage :

ber of the defense legal

team) flatly contradicted
Leavitt, a self-professed “in-
active member” of the John
Society and actlve

Hurd testi ed that on

/ drop dynamite.” Hurd said
¥ he warned Leavitt against

71974

mch 12, 1973, near Wound-

Leav1 told him
tt and
madvﬂhsofnébody
e capacity to fly
er Wounded Knee and |

suc¢h an action, and fook it -
seriously enough to report
the incident to the FBI.

The defense has not yet
had’ its rounds and won’t
for a long time—the prose-
cw’aon plans to call as many
as 125 more. witnesses—nor
has the defense yet.got the

8 ‘“Fort Laramie Treaty”
be een the Sioux and the
U. S government before the

U. S pohcy

b{ id S rs in court
§ | out, claim that the 1868
aty is co-equal to the |
Us Gonstitution ‘and a8
such. .is . part of tha law of

d, t.hey say, undar that
aty no FBI agent, no U.8.
. marshal, had any jurisdie-
ion over the LPine Ridge res-

ption or WOunded Kﬂss :

DMOITrow & hearing»s'wﬂl ‘

that the telephona<~
‘Wounded Knee was

‘tapped under orders . 1
U.S. magshal, o o . oo
Progecutor Hurd: aaid out

of court that he intends-to
prove that there was no il-
legal tap, that the suppesed
“tap” was merely an ex-
tension phone installed in
order. for government offi-
cials to communicate and
negotiate w1th the .Indians.
hgs_ said:that
oven;the ' phone
- was. illegally tapped,. ‘the
“likelihood is.that all chargeg
will be dropped not. only
against Banks and Means,
but against 196 other Indians
~ being trled in Sioux Fal]s




