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Ex-Agent’s Swry

' ranks of the Left.

 nists in contact with Hanoi.

By VIQI’tt)n Kondracke

WASHINGTON — (CST). =
Shortly before the masswe{
Nov. 15, 1969, antiwar march !
on Washington, march organ- |
izers received a letter, osten- :
sibly from a local black mili-
tant group, demanding a
£30,000 “‘security bond” as
the pri'ce of the group’s sup-
port..,

Accordlng to Sidney Lens
of Chicago, a leader of the
New Mobilization Committee
fo End the War in Vietnam,
the demand was taken seri-
ously, negotiations were held
and only in the end did the!
MOBE finally reject the:
black group’s proposal.

Last week, a former FBI
agent declared that the letter
did.not come from a black
group at all, butfrom “Coin-
telpro — New Left,” a unit in
the Washington field office of
the FBI created to sow dis-
sension and confusion in the |

The former agent. Robert
<+ Wall, 33, of Buffalo, also
charged that the FBI regu-
larly planted stories in the
press that violence was ex-
pected at certain demonstra-
tions, in.order to discourage
attendance, or that rally
leaders were known Commu-

In an article in the .\‘ewi
\(ork Review of Books, Wall

also" 1evedled that the Inter-

nal Revenue Service has a| _

seven-man unit lodged in the
basement of IRS headguar-
ters here that spends all its
time collecting information

, on “extremist” groups of the

Left and Right.

An IRS spokesman. Leon
Levine, confirmed that the
group exists, but denied that
its function is political.

“We have from time {o |
time, formed various special
groups to look at dlﬂmentl

kinds of organizations {o see
that federal tax laws are

bemg comphcd with,” he

He cited the examples of .|

IRS tfeams watching 01ban—;
ized crime and the® narcotms

traffic. A

Levine dectined to say who
or how many persons and or-
ganizations have come under
IRS surveillance.

He said only that“some of
these people get a lot of pub-.

licity. They travel a lot .and
Lhev seem to have alot of
funds.

“Some of them act in a
manner not in accordance
with other federal laws, and
50 we suspect thal they may
not obey the tax laws ei-
ther.”

One group that apparenﬂy
has come under scrutiny of

| both the FBI and IRS is the
| Institute for Policy Studies,

well known in Washington as
“New Left think tank” that
sponsors research projects

| and seminars on foreign poli- .

cy. civil rights and eivil lib-
erties. .

Arthur I. Waskow, re-
search fellow at the institute,
said that for each of the last
two years the IRS hascalled
institute officials in to justify

| the group’s tax exemption.

Each time. after producing

all its records. the instfitute
exemption was upheld. Was-
kow said.
“Clearly, 'this is,political
harassment,”” Waskow said.
“It’s obviously intended to
have a chilling effect, to
make everybody nervous
about whether he is or isn’t
doing the kinds of research
that is going to get the insti-
tute into trouble.

“Also it imposes heavy

. burdens on the administra-

tive staff that has to spenda |
lot of time and effort getting J
papers together and present- '

uphone company for

when it could be doing more
pwductlve things for the in-
1 stitute.’

Wall. who has been con-
firmed by FBI spokesmen to
be an ex-agent, said the insti-
tute was being “investigated
with gusto’” when he left the
FBL in April, 1970.

pers and reports onit had ac-
cumulated.”

According to Wall, the FBI
"monitored the institute's
checking account at a Wash-
ington bank “to determine
where its money was going.
obtained telephone company
records and compiled a list
of the long-distance calls
placed from the institute,
and attempted to infiltrate
'the institute with student in-
terns. :

Wall wrote that investiga-
tions were opened on each of
the fellows of the institute.

One institute fellow, Ralph
Stavins, said Wall had also

teveryone entering and leav-

was photographed by agents
using cameras concealed in
‘brief cases.

jalso has had its phones
ichecked for tlaps and has
found electronic evidence
that calls are being listened
to.

According to one of the in-
stitute’s directors, Richard
Barnet, there

homes of Stavins and re-
search fellow Leonard Rod-
berg, and at the“home of the
other co-director, Marcus
Raskin.

‘Barnet said the institute is
‘considering filing suit
. against its bank and the
giving
the FBI confidential Jnf01 ma-
tion without authorization of
the institute.

ing them to the government '

"4 "huge collection of pa— | anti-war, racial and student

| planting informants.” usual-

nformed the institute that:

i ing the institute for a time | Al meetings that mlght 1&[\9

Stavins said the institute

is also evi-!
dence of phone tfaps at the :

' was political.

High-level officials of the
bank involved. said Barnet,
claimed they did not know
that the information was
being given out, but Barnet
said he had learned from
Wall- that the practice is
common among banks here.

Wall said he spent nearly :

three years doing “security’’:
work for the I'BI, monitoring:

protest groups.

Bureau agents were dlI‘eCt*f"‘
ed “to investigate all the
leaders in all thelocal peace.
groups and to determine
among other things the
source of any money used to
finance the movement.”

He wrote that, “The FBI
followed its usual practice of

ly young persons who volun-
teered to do office work and
worked their way up.

“With a little additional ef-
fort,” wrote Hall, the inform-
ant “had access to mailing
lists. names, of contributors,
copies of leaflets and hand-
bills and was able to report
in detail on any organization-

place.”

- Ostensible purpose of the
infiltration, Wall said, was to
learn of any possibilities for
violence. ‘

But, “‘during my ‘three
years working with radical
groups. [ never found any ev-
idence that would lead to a
conviction for criminal vio-
lence.”

Wall concluded that “'the
FBI claims to be a nonpoliti-
cal organization and asserts
that it is not a national police
force.

“But in its intelligence and
counterintelligence work on
the New Left, it was engag-

ing in activity that clearly

“Moreover, in tirying to
suppress and discourage a'
broad - based natiohalipoliti- .
cal movement, it acted as a
national political police.”
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