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WASHINGTON Jan. 12—The
Internal Revenue. Service ac-
knowledged tonight that it has
a special seven-man unit whose
sole job is to collect information
on extremist political organiza-
tions of the left.and right and

their leaders to uncover. situa-
tions where there may. have
been tax evasion. :

Leon Levine, a public in-
formation officer for the rev-

enue service, said that he was,

not ‘cléar what criteria were
used to plate people in the
extremlst” category. But, he
said, . “because of the way
some of these people behave
in their everyday affairs, it's
reasonable to believe some of
them may be violating the tax
laws.”

The acknowledgement .came|

after a former agent of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation
said he had seen a soundproof
room in which the special squad
worked.

The former agent, Robert N.|
Wall, méntioned this while dis-|
cussing some of the inner work-

ings of the bureau.

He said bureau activities had
included monitoring the tele-
phone calls of the Israeli Em-

bassy; investigating, and trying

'to place young informants in,

research

a ‘hberal ‘f tnstitute;
soliciting -information - from
banks and telephone com-

panies without getting sub-
poenas, and - attempting to
foment strife  within . radical
circles through such devrces as
anonymous letters,-

‘Mr. Wall, a’33-year-old for-
mer naval officer who Was an
F.B.I. special agent for five
years, made disclosures in an
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article, which will appear in
The New York Review of Books,
and in an interview at his
home in Buffalo.

He described himself as so
disenchanted with the Ameri-
can life style that he plans to

move to a farm in Novia]

Scotia. He left the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation in April,
1970. He says he had become
disillusioned - wtih the bureau.

Almost all of Mr. Wall’s alle-
gations about the bureau have
been independently verified by
reliable sources inside and out-
side the Government.

An F.B.I. spokesman was
asked today whether the bureau
tries yto create dissension in
radical circles whether it moni-
tors_the telephones of. foreign

| txons

embassies -and. whether it ‘so-

licits information from banks
iand telephone companies' Wlth-
‘out subpoenas. = -

The' spokesman - said rthe bu-
reau would make “no comment
whatsoever.” A-:spokesman did
confirm, however, that Mr. Wall| "
had been a special agent.

A reliable source confirmed
Mr. Wall’s allegations about the
bureau’s attempts to.sow dis-
Sension in extremist organiza-
He said the tactic had
also been pursued. effectively in
the case of the Ku' Klux Klan
and that the’ technique had
been borfowed from F.B.I ‘op-
eratlons against organized
crime. Therg, he said, an anon-
ymous “letter  could result -in

gang warfare or the murder of

a gangster
Dissent Was a Goal

Johnme M Wallters, Comis-
ssioner of ‘Internal - Revenue

Isaid ﬂhaxt he.did:not know much

about the special LR.S. unit's
operations. because the exist-
ence of the ‘unit came to his
attention .only about a week
ago, in connection with a dis-

|cussion of a possrble reorgani-

zation of ‘tHe ‘agency.

When the umnit finds evidence,|
that extremists have access to|
large sums of money, it passes
on the information to the reg-
ular tax enforcement personnel
at Internal Revenue. Among the
items checked are whether the
organization’s - leaders have
filed tax returns and whether
the organization itself is claim-
ing a tax-exempt status that
it does actually have.
Accocrdmg to Mr. Wall, one pur-
pose of the F.B.’s counter-
intellignce program “was 'to
create dissent’ among, the vam-
ous grups involved in th New
Left to prvent them from wrk-
ing togethr. -

“In one case we addrssed a
letter to the leaders of the
National Mobilization' Commit-
tee which said that the blacks
of Washington, D. C., would not
support ‘the upcmmg rally of
the N.M.C. [in 1969] unless a

1$20,000 ‘security bond’ was paid:

‘tional conflicts within the radi-|

letters designed “to play one

to a black organization in
Washintgon. At th same.time
we instructed some informants
we had placed in the black
orgamzatlon to suggest the idea:
of a security bond informally
to leaders of the organization.

“The.letter we composed was
rapproved by the bureau’s coun-
terintelligence desk and was
signed with the forged signa-
ture of a leader of the black
group.

“Later, through informants,
we learned, that the letter had
caused a great deal of confu-
sion and had a significant effect
on the planning for the march.”

Mr. Wall’s article in the Jan.
27 issue of The New York Re-
view of Books will also say that
some of the agents in the Wash-
ington field office, where he
worked, ‘tried to. confuse peace
demonstrations by “handing out
leaflets giving misleading in-
formation about the -time and
place when the marchers were

supposed to meet.”

‘To Reduce Violence’

: A source here:acknowledged,.
“We do disrupt where possible:.
We do the same thing with the
Ku Klux Klan. We do it only
where there is a likelihood of
violence, to reduce violence.”

The source went .on to say,
however, that. with the éxcep-
tion of a 1967 march led by the
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,
“There never was a peace
march on Washington that
didn’t have a potential for vio-
lence.” ’

This source also reported
that the Fderal Bureau of In-
vestigation ‘tried to deepen fac/

cal Students for a Democratic
Somety by writing anonymous

faction off against another.”

The source here said that
these maneuvers were basically
an extension to the “radical”
area of tactics the bureau has
long .used to combat organized
crime. *One of these hoodlums
would get out of his territory.
We'd send an anonymous-letter
to the man in charge of that,
territory telling him about it,”
the’ source said.

.. Potential Results

+ What would happen? “a num-
ber of th:mgs might happen,”
he said. - “These criminals all
agree invading someone else’s
territory 'is a terrible thing.
Two chieftains might get to
flghtlng ‘with” one another, or
ohe :.chieftain’ would start to
turn. other chieftains against
the. guy.” - The source acknowl-
edged that the letter written
by the bureau could end in the
murder of the “peacher” by
the gang.

In Buffalo Mr. Wall is a sup-
porter of liberal causes rang-
ing from the free-form Cause
school—to which he sends his

daughter—to the defense of a
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