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CHICAGO, May 22—Assist-
ant Attorney General Jerris
Leonard met with members of
the mnewly formed “Goldberg
Commission™ early this year to
dissuade them from conducting
an independent investigation of
the deaths of two Black
Panthers in a police raid here
last Dec. 4.

The gist of the discussion be-
tween the Federal official and
the citizens’ group headed by
former Supreme Court Justice
Arthur J. Goldberg was dis-
closed over the last few days
by vparticipants and other
sources.

As a result of the meeting,
along with staff ang funding
difficulties, the group has re-
mained virtually inactive since
it was organized last Decem-
ber to look into a nationwide
series of clashes between the
Panthers and the police.

But now members unhappy
with the outcome of the grand
jury investigation here are mak.
ing efforts to revive the com-
mission and undertake an in-
vestigation' of their own.

_ During the meeting, the par-
ticipants said, Mr. Leonard
sought to convince them of the|
Seriousness of his own investi-!
gation. i

Cites Items of Evidence

i They said he citeq several
jitems of evidence already un-
covered in the deaths of the
two Panthers—Fred Hampton,
the Illinois chairman, and Mark
Clerk—and left the impression
tgat policemen might be indict-
ed.

. He also suggested the par-
ticipants said, that a competing
inquiry by the citizen’s group
might be harmful to the efforts
of the grand jury, which was
trying. to determine whether
the dead men’s civil rights had
been violated.

The grand jury report, is-
sued last Friday, found that
despite official accounts of =
torrid gun battle, the police
had fired between 82 and 99
rounds into the cramped five-
room apartment while only one
shot could be attributed to the
Panthers.

However, the grang jury did
not indict any of the 14 police-
men who took part in the raid.

It appeared "that the only
person who might face court
action as a result of the in-
vestigation wag Bobby Rush,
Mr. Hampton’s successor as
leader of the Illinois Panthers.

Another Inquiry Urged

The report recommended
that another grand jury in-
vestigate whether he “had vi-
olated “Federal laws prohibit-
ing obstruction of justice” by
“formulating ang announcing”
'the Panthers’ refusa] to testify.
i The meeting with Mr. Leon-
‘ard took place in the Manhat-
tan law office of Mr. Goldberg,
who is now ga Democratic can-
didate for Governor of New
Yorks, shortly after the grand
Jury was empaneled in here
last January,

According to Norman C, Am-
aker, the group’s former staff
(director, the meeting was ar-
ranged at the request of At.
torney  General  John N.
Mitchell, who -had telephoned
Mr. Goldberg.

Mr. Amaker and other
participants said that Mr, Leon-
‘ard  had described several
pteces of evidence — grand
jury proceedings are legally
considered secret — and that
he had indicated that “there
was a possibility of indict-
ment.”

“He did ask, in essence, if
we would not get our feet
tangled up in the grand jury
investigation,” Mr. Amaker said

‘Enough to Work On’

Sam Brown, the antiwar or-
ganizer and another participant
in the meeting, said that the
group “did leave with the clear
impression  that they the
grand jury] had enough to
‘work on that they were going
jto be able to come up with

!adjudicable indictments.”

Mr. Brown said that Mr. Leon-
‘ard had “made it rather clear,
in legal terms, that it might
prejudice the evidence” if a
|separate investigation were un-
‘dertaken.

The 249-page grand jury re-
port relates a startling tale of
|false statements, blunders and
attempts to cover up by po-
licemen and other officials,

Soon after the 4:40 A.M. raid
in which the two Panthers were
killed, the police assigned to
the State’s” Attorney’s office
held a news conference to des-
cribe what they said had been
a ferocious gun battle touched
loff by an attempt to serve a
!search warrant for a suspect-
'ed weapons cache.

“There must have been six
or seven of them firing,” said
Sgt. Daniel Groth, the raid lead-
er. “If 200 shots were fired it

U.S.Aide Asked Panel Notto Study Panther Deaths

was nothing.”

Citizen Support Asked

State’s Attorney Edward V.
Hanrahan issued "a statement
saying that his men had dis-
played commendable “restraint”
in the face of a “vicious” Black
‘Panther “attack” and urging all
good citizens to support them.

As controversy mounted, and
the Panthers conducted tours
of the apartment pointing out
that the bullet holes were in
the places where the Panthers,
not the police, had been, an in-|
creasingly angered Mr. Hanra-
han made his men available for
exclusive interviews with The
Chicago Tribune and provided
the paper with police photo-
graphs that he said “conclu-
sively proved the Panthers
fired first.”

“Bullet holes” in the pictures
proved to be nail heads and
the banJk of a bedroom door
[riddled by police fire was de-
|scribed as the front of a bath-
room door allegedly shot up by
Panthers. .

Then he conducted a 28-min-

ute “re-enactment” of the raid
by policemen on loacl televis-
ion station WBBM-TV,

“The great variance be-
tween the physical evidence
and the testimony of the offi-
cers raises a question as to
whether the officers are falsi-
fying their accounts,” the
grand jury report said.

But, because the Panther re-
fused to testify, the report
said, “no one has appeared be-
fore the grand jury with a spe-
cific allegation of wrong doing
by them.” i

Conclusion Avoided

The report goes on to say:
“The question here is whether
the facts establish probable
cause to believe that the offi-|
cers involved intentionally com-|
mitted acts which deprived the
occupants of Federally pro-
tected rights, contrary to law.
The grand jury is unable to
reach that conclusion.”

The seven Black Panthers
who survived the raid were
subsequently indicted by a
county grand jury for at-
tempted murder ‘and other
charges. The case was largely
based on the police laboratory
/identification of two shotgun
shells as having been fired by
a gun reportedly in the posses-
sion of Miss Brenda JHarris, a
Panther.




The Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation found that both of
the shells had been fired from
a police shotgun, the report
said, and Mr. Hanrahan was
informed of this.

Mr. Hanrahan appeared be-
fore the grand jury on May 5.
On May 7, he denied that
charges against the seven Pan-
thers would be dropped. On
May 8, he dropped the charges.
" The night before the report
was released, Chitago Police
Supt. James B, Conlisk Jr. de-
moted three top-ranking police
officers who had been criti-
cized in the report.

These circumstances gave
rise to widespread speculation
that a deal had been made be-
tween the Federal prosecutors
and the State’s Attorneys of-
fice. When the grand jury re-
turned a report, rather than
indictments, the speculation in-
creased.

Prosecutors’ Instructions

Grand juries normally follow
the instructions of the prosecu-
tors in reaching their findings.|
In this case, the report itself!
was written by James P.|
Turner, Deputy Assistant At-
torney General. I

The report said. that an in-|
ternal investigation of the inci-|
dent by the police department|
was “so seriously deficient that!
it suggests purposeful malfea-
sance.” !

The grand jury found that
Deputy Police Supt. John Mul-
chrone — now demoted — and
the police sergeant assigned to
the investigation, John Meade,
had met with Sergeant Groth.
Assistant State’s Attorney Rich-
ard Jalovec, who authorized
the raid, and two other assist-
ant state attorneys to draw up
a list of questions and answers
about the raid. ‘

Sergeant Meade, the report;
said, then -conducted his inves-i
tigation by getting Sergeant|
Groth and the 13 other police-
men in the raiding party to
agree to the authorized ques-
tions and answers. All were
exonerated within a matter of
days.

Asked if the questions “in-i
tended to test the truth and
veracity” of the policemen,
Sergeant Meade testified:

“No, I assume that every-
thing they said was true.”

Asked for his views on the
investigation, he said: “From
my experience, counsel, I con-
sider this to be an excellent
investigation.”

Inquiry Called ‘Very Bad’

When the director of thepo-
lice Internal Inspections Divi-
sion, Capt. Harry Ervanian—
now also demoted—was called
to testify, he was asked if it
was ‘“unfair or unreasonable”
to consider the investigation
“a whitewash.”

A “I would agree, sir, that
ithisw as avery bad investi-
‘gation,y es, Sir.”

L Q. “Well it was extremely
‘bad,w asn’t it?”

A. “Yes, Sir.”

Qs “As amattero f fact,
have you seeno ne as bad as
this one?”

A. “No, Sir.”

When Superintendent Con-
lisk was informed of the find-
ings by the grand jury, the re-

ports aid, he remarked: “1 amf
flabbergasted to think such a|
thing could exist.” |

A footnotet o the report
says “The formerh eado f the
Excessive Force Unit of L1D.
for over a year could only re-
call one instance of hundreds
during his tenure, of. ashoot-
Ing by police in which the
officer was held at fauit.

“In that instance, an officer
respondingt o a rape victim’s
callf ired his weapon through
the door and killed the com-
plainant,”

The grand jury report also
'said that the police sergeant;
in charge of the Mobile Crime)
‘Unit at the apartment had
jtestified “most emphatically”
at the special coroner’s jury
|inquest into the slaying that
;there was only one bullet hole
in the living room door, But,
the report continued, “Before
this grand jury, the sergeant
acknowledged that ¢, . . . more
than one  [shot] had gone
through it [the door].’”

‘Consistent’ With Shot

Although Sergeant Groth!
and the other policemen had
repeatedly testiffied at the
coronor’s inquest that none of
them had fired any shots into:
the living room door, the grand|
jury said that one of the bullet
holes was “consistent” with a
shot fired from Sergeant
Groth’s pistol.

The other shot through the|
door was attributed to a deer
hunting . slug fired from a
bloodstained shotgun found by
the body of Mark Clark. The
slug from this gun was found,
not by the police, but bv Her-
bert MacDonnel, a ballistics
expert hired by the Panthers.

The grand jury was uncer-
tain as to which shot came
first. -

Although four ff the police-
men said throughout all of their
statements and testimony that
t least one shot had been i
fired by a shotgun held by
Miss Harris as she sat on a
bed inside the door, the grand
jury said that it was “physical-
ly impossible for a “shot to
have been fired without hitting
anything.”

‘Inadequate Analysis’

The. shotgun linked to Miss
Harris, the report said, was
identified with an inventory
slp “made out by one officer
who signed another officer’s
name to it, The officer whose
name was affixed had no per-
isonal knowledge as to whether
{Harris had held this gun.”

' The police firearms examiner
‘who made the eroneous report
lon the two shotgun shells, the
ireport said, “was required to
‘report his findings before he

jhad examined all of the state’s

attorneys police weapons.”

“The examiner said,” the re-
port added, “that he could not
refuse to sign a report without:
being fired from his job.” ‘ .

The report said that he had
viewed his findings as an “in-|
adequate analysis” but that he
had felt “he could not complain
because it was the state’s attor-
neys office which turned the

imaterials in to him.”

. The official coroner’s report
of Mr. Hampton’s wounds,
which went through several
versions, was wrong, the grand
jury report said, when it de-
scribed  one bullet entering
from the left side of the head
and another from the Tight.

;The coroner’s report had not
ionly erred in describing an exit
wound as an entrance wound,
the report said, but the “pa
thologist from the coroner’s of-
1fice misrepresented the autopsy
procedures which he followed
by stating that he had opened
the stomach and examined the
contents.”

‘Irreconcilable Disparity’
A third autopsy ordered by
the grand jury, the report said,

showed that a second autopsy
performed by a physician hired

|by the Panthers had been cor.

rect in finding that both bul-
lets entered from an angle to
the right of the head.

But the report rejected the
second doctor’s contention that!
Hampton had been
drugged at the time
shooting,

The report said that a search|
had been made for the dicta-
belt recording on which the
notes for the official autopsy |
had been dictated, “but it was
lost or destroyed.”

The report said: “The major
concern of this grand jury has
been the irreconcilable dispar-

of the!

ity between the detailed ac-

counts given by the officers
and the physical facts in evi-

dence examined and reported
by the F.B.1.”

. The report contained a sec-
tion summarizing the testimony
of several occupants of the
apartment at a “people’s grand
jury” called by the Panthers—|
all to the effect that they had|
been sleeping and were awak-
ened by police gunfire — but
said the proceedings had no
legal weight.

Much of the report was tak-
en up by criticism of the Pan-
thers for their revolutionary
stance and their refusal tp
testify; of their attorneys for
holding news conferences and
of the press for printing arti-

heavily,

cles that might undermine pub-;
llic confidence in the law. J
After that grand jury report:
‘was issued, Mr. Leonard heat.
edly denied charges that a dea)
had been made and said that
he was satisfied with the re-
port.

., “This system does work and .
{don’t let” anyone tell you it,
|doesn’t,” Mr. Leonard told re-!
|porters here in announcing the!
report. “But it needs a lot of
work to make it work.”

Mayor Richard J. Daley said
that he had been “shocked” by
the grand jury findings.

Mr, Hanrahan, the normally
combatative state’s attorney, is
refusing to take telephone calls
from reporters
But Thomas Todd, a black
lawyer who resigned from the
United States Attorney’s office
here last week after becoming
bitter over the Nixon Adminis.
tration’s racial policies, des-
cribed the report as “just a
political gesture.”

“There are simple - minded
whitewashers and sophisticated
whitewashers,” he says. “The
LID. was a simple-minded
whitewash while the grand jury
was a sophisticated one.”

U.S.AGENTS TO GET
CHICAGO RAID ROLE

Srecial to "The New Yerk Times
CHICAGO, May 22-—States
Attorrey Edward V. Hanrahan,
who was criticized by a Federal
grand jury for his handling of
a raic Dec. 4 or, a Black Pan-
ther partment, said today that
Fedenl agents would be invited
to nrticipate in all future
searhes for illegal guns and
ammnunition.

Hialso said that specific ap-
prow for future gun raids
woul have to be given by the
chie justice of the criminal
divion of the Circuit Court
or b the States Attorney’s first
assiant,

To Black Panther leaders
wer killed and four others
werwounded in the raid. Sey-
en anthers who survived the
raid were charged ith at-
temed murder after the po-
liceswore that the Panthers
hadpened fire on them.

Al criminal charges were
droprd two weeks ago after
Mr. Inrahan conceded he did
not ive enough evidence to
provthat any of the survivors
had -ed at the police.

Mi Hanrahan said three of
his ssistants who had been
invoed in planning the raid
werbeing transferred to other
|duts within his department.

F also said that nine of the
14 hicago policemen who con-
dued the raid would be trans- |
|ferd from his special investi- |
igaon squad back to regular
pcee duty. |

——— |




