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GES WERE READY 
FOR CAPITAL RIOT 

25,000 Alerted in Case Rally 
Oct 21 Got Out of Hand 

• "There were so many diverse 
groups involved and so much 
threatening talk in advance," 
the official said, "the de-
cision was made to take all 
precautions we could think 
of." 

As it turned out, although 
there were some bombastic 
street speeches and minor 
flurries of excitement, officials 
report that there were fewer 
arrests than on an ordinary 
Saturday night. 

Local Police Strengthened 
One factor might have been 

the bolstering of the local 
police by 1,700 uniformed Na- 
tional Guardsmen who were 
deputized to make arrests and 
put on the streets. 

One source acknowledged 
that the principal reason a 
two-day permit was issued for 
demonstrations around the 
Pentagon was to insure that 
most of the protesters would 
be across the"-Piitomac rather 
than in Wasehington itsel 

Throw out Friday ' fight, 
more 	an 500 busses k and 
truck rumbled into an under-
grou d Pentagon entrance to 
pla more than 2,500 troopi in-
side the building in advance 
of ' the demonstration. They 
s -pt that night and Saturday 

ght in the corridors and &in-
ourse of the military Head-
uarters, some on bedk-olls, 
thers on bare floors. 	/ 
Through the same night C-

130 transports landed / every 
ye minutes at Andr ws to ).6 e 
ring in the standby brigade 

) / 

f paratroopers w o were 
edded down in ten along the 

r nway.  
ieut. Gen. John L. Throck-

mo n wh ad been in corn-
man • . ederal troops in De-
troit, was rushed up from 
Fort McPherson, Ga., where 
he is now in charge of the 
Third United States Army area. 
The general would presumably 
have been put in charge. of 
Federal forces in Washington 
if they had been committed 
in the city in any substantial 
numbers. 

Troops were moved to the 
Pentagon from, Fort Meyer and 
Fort Belvoir, Va., Fort Meade, 
Md.,. the Marine training cen-
ter at Quantico, Va., and the 
Anacostia Naval Station in 
Washington. Other troops at 
those posts were alerted for 
weekend duty. 

A number of large bulldozers 
were lined up at nearby Fort 
Meyer and kept ready for pos-
sible movement into the city. 
One source said the bulldozers 
would have been used in clear-
ing crowds off streets. "They 
would have done as good a job 
as tanks without the onus of 
tanks," he said. 

To spread the availability of 
troops for riot control, special 
"provisional" units were set up 
and alerted for possible deploy-
ment. 

At Fort Bragg, for example, 
the corps artillery assigned to 
the 18th Airborne Corps and 
the division artillery assigned 
to the 82d Airborne Division 
were directed to form provi-
sional units, minus artillery and 
other heavy equipment, and to 
refresh the troops in what 
would be expected of them in 
riot control work. 

By WILLIAM BEECHER 
SPeciel to The New York Time. 

WASHINGTON, Nov. 21—
The Johnson Administration de-
veloped detailed contingency 
plans to rush 25,000 or more 
Army troops to Washington's 
slums last month if an anti-
war demonstration spilled over 
into the city, sources disclosed 
today. 

Advance intelligence reports 
of an attempt to exploit sup- 
posed racial tensions during 
the two-day protest across the 
Potomac River at the Pentagon 
so worried senior officials that 
sizable, Army units as far away 
as Fort Carson, Colo., were 
alerted for possible movement 
and airlift plans were made to 
transport them. 

Plainclothes agents of the 
Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, .the Secret Service, the 
Washington police and Army 
intelligence mingled with dem-
onstrators to keep„.watch on 
potential trou 	akers. 

One of t, - -.est combat units 
in the, ountry, a 2,900-man 
brigs 	Of the 82d Airborne 
Div ion, was airlifted from 
Ft Bragg, N. C., to Andrews 
Air Force Base here. Enough 
he copters were assembled at 
/de base from posts up and 
;dfiwn the Atlantic seaboard to 

ove a battalion at a time into 
shington if riots 	flared 

an got out of h 
oit' Feared 

These and ,similar moves 
were part of the most com-
prehensive advance prepara-
tions for urban trouble ever 
made, officials admit. "We just 
couldn't sit back and allow an 
other Detroit to happen in 
Washington" a Defense Depart-
ment official said. 

He was referring to the riots 
that swept Detroit in late July 
and early August. Before it 
was over, two Army brigades 
were flown to the city to back 
up the National Guards and 
police in restoring order. 

He and other planners said 
there were reports that repre-
sentatives of black power 
groups would split off from 
the bulk of demonstrators 
after a rally at the Lincoln 
Memorial on Saturday, Oct, 21, 
and, instead of marching to 
the Pentagon, would go to 
various Negro neighborhoods in 
Washington and seek to stir up 
the inhabitants. 


