
R
ea

ctio
n
s R

a
n
g
e F

ro
m

 S
u
p
p
o
rt to

 a
 C

h
a
rg

e o
f 'N

ea
r T

reso
n
' 

R
eactions ranging from

 com
-

m
endation to a ch

arg
e o

f n
ear 

treaso
n
 w

ere issu
ed

 b
y
 a v

a-
riety

 o
f o

rg
an

izatio
n
s y

ester-
d

a
y

 in
 th

e
 c

o
n

tro
v

e
rsy

 o
v

e
r 

p
u
b
licatio

n
 b

y
 T

h
e N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 
T

im
es o

f m
aterial fro

m
 a se-

cret P
entagon study of the V

iet-
nam

 w
ar. 

A
m

ng organizations support-
in

g
 p

u
b
licatio

n
 w

ere th
e A

sso
-

ciated
 P

ress M
an

ag
in

g
 E

d
ito

rs 
A

ssociation, the A
ssociation of 

A
m

erican
 P

u
b
lish

ers, th
e N

ew
 

Y
ork C

ity D
em

ocratic C
om

m
it-

tee's C
om

m
ission on Y

outh A
f-

fa
irs a

n
d
 a

 g
ro

u
p
 o

f e
d
ito

rs 
an

d
 o

fficers o
f co

lleg
e n

ew
s-

papers. 
T

h
e n

atio
n
al co

m
m

an
d
er o

f 
th

e V
eteran

s o
f F

o
reig

n
 W

ars 
called T

he T
im

es's action "very 
clo

se to
 th

e th
in

 ed
g
e o

f trea-
son, if not treason itself." 

T
he A

ssociated P
ress M

anag-
in

g
 E

d
ito

rs A
sso

ciatio
n
, in

 a 
letter sen

t to
 A

tto
rn

ey
 G

en
eral 

John N
. M

itchell and S
ecretary 

o
f D

efen
se M

elv
in

 R
. L

aird
, 

said: 
"T

h
e
 g

o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
t o

f th
e
 

U
n
ited

 S
tates is tread

in
g
 u

p
o
n
 

th
e m

o
st d

an
g
ero

u
s o

f g
ro

u
n
d
s 

in
 tak

in
g
 leg

al actio
n
 to

 p
re-

vent publication of inform
ation 

b
y
 T

h
e N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 T
im

es. T
h
e 

A
ssociated P

ress M
anaging E

di-
to

rs A
sso

ciatio
n
 stro

n
g
ly

 p
ro

-
tests an

 actio
n
 w

h
ich

 reflects 
upon the integrity of T

he T
im

es 
ed

ito
rs in

 m
ak

in
g
 a co

n
sid

ered
 

judgm
ent to publish certain in-

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 d

e
e
m

e
d
 b

y
 th

e
m

 
p
ro

p
erly

 in
 th

e p
u
b
lic realm

 
an

d
 th

erefo
re o

b
v
io

u
sly

 n
o
t 

cru
cial to

 th
e secu

rity
 o

f th
e 

nation," 
T

h
e letter co

n
tin

u
ed

: "T
h
e  

reco
rd

 o
f th

e n
ew

sp
ap

ers o
f 

th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates h

as b
een

 ex
-

em
p

lary
 in

 ad
h

erin
g

 to
 n

ew
s 

ju
d
g
m

en
ts th

at tak
e in

to
 ac-

c
o
u
n
t th

e
 n

a
tio

n
's se

c
u
rity

. 
E

d
ito

rs h
av

e n
o
t, an

d
 d

o
 n

o
t 

d
en

y
 th

e rig
h
t o

f th
e g

o
v
ern

-
m

en
t to

 classify
 in

fo
rm

atio
n
 as 

to
 w

h
eth

er its release is v
ital 

to
 th

is secu
rity

. 
"B

u
t o

n
ce in

fo
rm

atio
n
 h

as 
b
een

 m
ad

e av
ailab

le to
 ed

ito
rs, 

th
ro

u
g
h
 w

atev
er m

ean
s, an

d
 

th
ey

 h
av

e h
ad

 o
p
p
o
rtu

n
ity

 to
 

ju
d
g
e it as n

o
t b

ein
g
 cru

cial 
to

 secu
rity

, it b
eco

m
es th

eir 
responsibility to resist by every 
m

e
a
n
s a

n
y
 a

tte
m

p
t to

 in
te

r-
fere w

ith
 th

eir co
n
stitu

tio
n
al 

resp
o

n
sib

ility
 to

 p
u

b
lish

 th
at 

inform
ation for their readers." 

T
he T

im
es w

as also defended 
b
y
 th

e A
sso

ciatio
n
 o

f A
m

eri-
can

 P
u
b
lish

ers, a trad
e g

ro
u
p
 

rep
resen

tin
g
 9

0
 p

er cen
t o

f th
e 

co
u
n
try

's b
o
o
k
-p

u
b
lish

in
g
 in

-
dustry. 

A
 reso

lu
tio

n
 ad

o
p
ted

 b
y
 th

e 
o

rg
an

izatio
n

's b
o

ard
 o

f d
irec-

to
rs p

ra
ise

d
 T

h
e
 T

im
e
s fo

r 
co

u
rag

e an
d
 in

itiativ
e in

 p
u
b
-

lishing the P
entagon docum

ents 
an

d
 said

, "W
e b

eliev
e th

at th
e 

freedom
 to publish w

ithout 
p
rio

r re
stra

in
 is o

f v
ita

l im
-

p
o
rta

n
c
e
 in

 m
a
in

ta
in

in
g
 th

e
 

ch
eck

s an
d
 b

alan
ces th

at are 
th

e
 o

n
ly

 b
a
sis o

n
 w

h
ic

h
 o

u
r 

dem
ocracy can survive." 

P
rosecution U

rged 
T

h
e T

im
es w

as co
n

d
em

n
ed

 
b

y
 H

. R
. R

a
in

w
a
te

r, th
e
 n

a
-

tio
n
al co

m
m

an
d
er o

f th
e V

et-
eran

s o
f F

o
reig

n
 W

ars. In
 B

e-
m

id
ji, M

in
n
., fo

r th
e M

in
n
e-

so
ta V

.F
.W

. co
n
v
en

tio
n
, M

r. 
R

ain
w

ater to
ld

 n
ew

sm
en

 th
at 

T
he T

im
e should be prosecuted  

to
 th

e
 fu

ll e
x
te

n
t o

f th
e
 la

w
. 

H
e: said

: "In
 m

y
 ju

d
g
m

en
t, 

it is th
e:g

reatest b
reach

 o
f tru

st 
b

y
 an

y
 n

ew
sp

ap
er in

 th
e h

is-
tory of -this' country, w

hen T
he 

N
ew

 Y
o

rk
 T

im
es to

o
k

 it m
o

n
 

th
em

selv
es to

 p
u
b
lish

• a classi-
fied docum

ent because T
he N

ew
 

Y
ork T

ihies know
s full.w

ell the 
p
o
licy

 o
f th

e n
ew

sp
ap

er an
d
 

ra
d
io

 a
n
d
 te

le
v
isio

n
 in

 th
is 

co
u
n
try

 is n
o
t, ev

en
 if it's o

b
-

tain
ab

le, to
 rep

ro
d
u
ce o

r p
re-

sen
t as n

ew
s a classified

 d
o
cu

-
m

en
t d

ealin
g
 w

ith
 th

e n
atio

n
al 

secu
rity

 o
f th

is co
u
n
try

." 
M

r. R
ain

w
ater co

n
tin

u
ed

: 
"R

ev
ealin

g
 fo

r th
e first tim

e 
th

e co
n
tin

g
en

cy
 p

lan
 o

f a w
ar 

th
a
t's still in

 p
ro

g
re

ss, th
a
t's 

still on in S
outh V

ietnam
, places 

th
is co

u
n
try

 in
 a v

ery
 d

an
g
er-

o
u
s p

o
sitio

n
 in

 a co
n
tin

u
in

g
 

w
ar:, 
"T

he N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
es should 

b
e b

ro
u

g
h

t im
m

ed
iately

 to
 ac-

c
o
u
n
t fo

r th
is. T

h
e
y
 h

a
v
e
 a

 
resp

o
n
sib

ility
. If th

ere w
as n

o
 

co
n
tin

g
en

cy
 p

lan
 o

n
 th

e w
ar, 

th
en

 ev
ery

o
n
e in

 th
e P

en
tag

o
n
 

w
o
u
ld

 • b
e w

ro
n
g
. T

h
ere m

u
st 

be 
a 

co
n
tin

g
en

cy
 p

lan
, an

d
 

th
at's th

e p
lan

 T
h
e N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 
T

im
es is trying to reveal, w

hile 
w

e are in
 th

e m
id

d
le o

f a w
ar. 

It's very close to the thin 
ed

g
e o

f treaso
n
, if n

o
t treaso

n
 

itself." 
C

ollege E
ditors' S

tatem
ent 

T
h
e co

lleg
e ed

ito
rs issu

ed
 a 

statem
ent saying that the N

ixon 
A

d
m

in
istratio

n
 h

ad
 set "th

e 
gravest of precedents" by "suc-
cessfu

lly
 in

terferin
g

 w
ith

 th
e 

freed
o
m

' o
f th

e p
ress to

 p
u
b
-

lish
 n

ew
s." T

h
e ed

ito
rs said

, 
"S

u
ch

 an
 actio

n
 m

ig
h
t, in

d
eed

,  

h
e
ra

ld
 th

e
 e

n
d
 o

f A
m

e
ric

a
n
 

civil liberties." 
T

he statem
ent w

as issued ove 
n
in

e n
am

es o
f co

lleg
e ed

ito
rs 

o
r co

lleg
e n

ew
sp

ap
er o

fficials 
at th

e U
n
iv

ersity
 o

f V
irg

in
ia, 

H
arv

ard
 U

n
iv

ersity
, th

e U
n
i-

v
ersity

 o
f M

ich
ig

an
, th

e U
i-

v
ersity

 o
f P

en
n
sy

lv
an

ia, Y
ale 

U
n
iv

ersity
, th

e U
n
iv

ersity
 o

f 
W

isbonsin, C
olum

bia U
niversit 

th
e U

n
iv

ersity
 o

f C
alifo

rn
ia at 

B
erk

eley
 an

d
 D

artm
o

u
th

 C
o

l-
lege. 

T
h
e statem

en
t said

, in
 p

art: 
"T

h
e N

ix
o
n
 A

d
m

in
istratio

n
's 

actio
n
 in

 co
n
n
ectio

n
 w

ith
 T

h
e 

T
im

e
s se

rie
s illu

stra
te

d
 th

e
 

p
ecu

liar rev
ersal in

 p
rio

rities 
th

at h
as ch

aracterized
 th

e g
o
v
-

ern
m

en
t's co

u
rse o

f actio
n

 d
u

r-
in

g
 th

e p
ast: d

ecad
e. G

o
v
ern

-
m

en
t o

fficials h
av

e arg
u
ed

 th
at 

su
p
p
re

ssio
n
 o

f th
e
 se

rie
s is 

ju
stified

 b
y
 th

e d
am

ag
e th

at 
w

ould be done to U
nited S

tates 
in

te
re

sts a
b
ro

a
d
 b

y
 fu

rth
e
r 

p
u
b
lic

a
tio

n
 o

f th
e
 se

c
t w

a
r 

docum
ent. 

Injunction C
alled 'O

utrage' 
"B

u
t fo

r y
e
a
rs th

e
se

 sa
m

e
 

o
fficials h

av
e ex

p
lain

ed
 th

at 
o
u
r in

v
o
lv

e
m

e
n
t in

 fo
re

ig
n
 

nations stem
s from

 the G
overn-

m
en

t's o
v
erw

h
elm

in
g
 d

esire to
 

b
esto

w
 th

e civ
il lib

erties th
at 

A
m

erican
s en

jo
y
 u

p
o
n
 th

o
se 

n
atio

n
s th

reaten
ed

 b
y
 to

tali-
tarian

 p
o
w

ers. It seem
s n

o
w

 
th

at th
e A

d
m

in
istratio

n
 h

as b
e-

co
m

e w
illin

g
 to

 sacrifice th
o

se 
civ

il lib
erties to

 th
e o

b
jectiv

es 
o

f fo
reig

n
 p

o
licy

, to
 en

sh
rin

e 
a seem

in
g
ly

 self-p
erp

etu
atin

g
 

series o
f m

ilitary
 an

d
 d

ip
lo

-
m

a
tic

 m
o
v
e
s a

s a
n
 e

n
d
 in

 
itself." 

T
h
e C

o
m

m
issio

n
 o

n
 Y

o
u
th

 
A

ffairs o
f th

e N
ew

 Y
o

rk
 C

ity
 

D
em

ocratic C
om

m
ittee said that 

th
e fact th

at T
h
e T

im
es w

as 
in the process of being enjoined 
fro

m
 fu

rth
er p

u
b
licatio

n
 o

f th
e 

P
en

tag
o

n
 m

aterial "is an
 o

u
t-

rage." 
A

n
o
th

er reactio
n
 cam

e fro
m

 
C

. A
. M

cK
n
ig

h
t, ed

ito
r o

f T
h
e 

C
h
arlo

tte, N
.C

., O
b
serv

er an
d
 

th
e p

resid
en

t o
f th

e A
m

erican
 

S
o
ciety

 o
f N

ew
sp

ap
er E

d
ito

rs. 
M

r. M
cK

n
ig

h
t said

 th
at it w

as 
a p

erso
n
al statem

en
t an

d
 th

at 
h
e w

as n
o
t sp

eak
in

g
 fo

r th
e 

m
o
re th

an
 6

0
0
 ed

ito
rs in

 th
e 

society. 
H

e said
: 

"I w
o
u
ld

 n
o
t p

re
su

m
e
 to

 
second-guess the editors of T

he 
N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 T
im

es o
n
 th

eir d
e-

cisio
n
 to

 p
rin

t th
e P

en
tag

o
n
 

d
o
c
u
m

e
n
ts, b

u
t I h

a
v
e
 v

e
ry

 
d
efin

ite id
eas o

n
 an

o
th

er issu
e 

th
at h

as arisen
. 

"I am
 ap

p
alled

 at th
is ex

er-
cise, o

f p
rio

r-restrain
t cen

so
r-

ship by the G
overnm

ent. A
t the 

sa
m

e
 tim

e
, I a

g
re

e
 w

ith
 th

e
 

d
e
c
isio

n
 o

f T
h
e
 N

e
w

 Y
o
rk

 
T

im
es to

 o
b
ey

 th
e tem

p
o
rary

 
F

ederal court restraining order. 
"I h

a
v
e
 g

re
a
t fa

ith
 in

 o
u
r 

F
ederal courts, and I am

 confi-
d
en

t th
at th

is u
n
p
reced

en
ted

 
effo

rt at g
o
v
ern

m
en

tal cen
so

r-
sh

ip
 w

ill u
ltim

ately
 d

arify
 still 

fu
rth

er th
e resp

o
n
sib

ility
 o

f a 
free p

ress in
 a free so

ciety
. 

"A
fter co

n
su

ltin
g
 w

ith
 o

u
r 

counsel, I w
ill poll the directors 

o
f A

.S
.N

.E
. o

n
 th

e q
u
estio

n
 o

f 
filin

g
 an

 am
icu

s cu
riae b

rief 
eith

,er n
o
w

 o
r at a later stag

e 
in

 th
e leg

al p
ro

ceed
in

g
s if 

a 
p
erm

an
en

t in
ju

n
ctio

n
 is issu

ed
 

an
d

 an
n

ealed
." 
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