
Johnson2s Message to Taylor 
On the May :10 Halt in Bombing 

Message from President Johnson to Ambassador Taylor, May 10, 1965, as provided in the body of the Pentagon study. 

I have learned from Bob McNamara 
that nearly all ROLLING THUNDER 
operations for this week can be com-
pleted by Wednesday noon, Washing-
ton time. This fact and the days of 
Buddha's birthday seem to me to pro-
vide an excellent opportunity for a 
pause in air attacks which might go 
into next week and which I could use 
to good effect with world opinion_ 

My plan is not to announce this brief 
pause but simply to call it privately to 
the attention of Moscow and Hanoi as 
soon as possible and tell them that we 
shall be watching closely to see whether 
they respond in any way. My current 
plan is to report publicly after the pause 
ends on what we have done. 

Could you see Quat right away on 
Tuesday and see if you can persuade 
him to concur in this plan. I would 
like to associate him with me in this de-
cision if passible, but I would accept a 
simple concurrence or even willingness 
not to oppose my decision. In general, 
I think it important that he and I should 
get together in suoh matters, but I have 
no desire to embarrass him if it is poli-
tically difficult for him to join actively 
in a pause over Buddha's birthday. 

[Words illegible] noted your [words 
illegible] but do not yet have your ap-
preciation of the political effect in Sai-
gon of acting around Buddha's birthday. 
From my point of view it is a great 
advantage to use Buddha's birthday to 
mask the first days of the pause here, 
if it is at all possible in political terms 
for Quat. I asume we could undertake 
to enlist the Archbishop and the Nuncio 
in calming the Catholics. 

You should understand that my pur-
pose in this plan is to begin to clear a 
path either toward restoration of peace 
or toward increased military action, de-
pending upon the reaction of the Com-
munists. We have amply demonstrated 
our determination and our commitment 
in the last two months, and I now wish 
to gain some flexibility. 

I know that this is a hard assign-
ment on short notice, but there is no 
one who can bring it off better. 

I have kept this plan in the tightest 
possible circle here and wish you to 
inform no one but Alexis Johnson. After 
I have your report of Quat's reaction I 
will make a final decision and it will be 
communicated promptly to senior of-
ficers concerned. 


