
Cable to U.S. Envoys in Asia 
Announcing Sustained Bombing 

Cablegrant from State Department to heads of nine United States diplo-
matic missions in the Far East, Feb. 18, 1965, as provided in the body of the 
Pentagon study. 

Policy on Viet-Nam adopted today 
calls for the following: 

I. Joint program with GVN of con-
tinuing air and naval action against 
North Viet-Nam whenever and wher-
ever necessary. Such action to be 
against selected military targets and to 
be limited and fitting and adequate as 
response to continuous aggression in 
South Viet-Nam directed in Hanoi. Air 
strikes will be jointly planned and 
agreed with GVN and carried out on 
joint basis. 

2. Intensification by all available 
means of pacification program within 
South Viet-Nam, including every possi-
ble step to find and attack VC concen-
trations and headquarters within SVN 
by all conventional means available to 
GVN and US. 

3. Early detailed presentation to na-
tions of world and to public of docu-
mented case against DRV as aggressor. 
Forum and form this presentation not 
yet decided, but we do not repeat not 
expect to touch upon readiness for talks  

or negotiations at this time. We are con-
sidering reaffirmation our objectives in 
some form in the near future. 

4. Careful public statements of USG, 
combined with fact of continuing air ac-
tion, are expected to make it clear that 
military action will continue while ag-
gression continues. But focus of public 
attention will be kept as far as possible 
on DRV aggression; not on joint GVN-
US military operations. There will be no 
comment of any sort on future actions 
except that all such actions will be ade-
quate and measured and fitting to ag-
gression. (You will have noted Presi-
dent's statement of yesterday, which we 
will probably allow to stand.) 

Addressees should inform head of gov-
ernment or State (as appropriate) of 
above in strictest confidence and report 
reactions_ In the case of Canberra and 
Wellington [several words illegible] sub-
ject to security considerations of each 
operation as it occurs, as we did with 
respect to operations of February 7 
and 11. 


