
Account of 	-'s Meeting 
With Saigon Generals on Unrest 

Excerpts from Saigon airgram to the State Department, Dec. 24, 1964, as provided in the body of the Pentagon study. Ambassador Taylor and his deputy, U. Alexis Johnson, met with the so-called Young Turk leaders, among them Generals Nguyen Coo Ky, Nguyen Van Thieu and Nguyen Chanh Thi and an Admiral identified as Cang. 

. . . AMBASSADOR TAYLOR: Do all members must prove that they want to 
fight. 

GENERAL KY: It looks as though the • 
HNC dooes not want unity. It does not , 
want to fight the Communists. 

It has been rumored that our action. 
of last night was an intrigue of Khanh 
against Minh, who must be retired. Why 
do we seek to retire these generals? 
Because they had their chance and did 
badly . . . 

Yesterday we met, twenty of us, from 
1430 to 2030. We reached agreement 
that we must take some action. We 
decided to arrest the bad members of 
the HNC, bad politicians, bad student 
leaders, and the leaders of the Commit-. 
tee of National Salvation, which is a. 
Communist organization. We must put 
the trouble-making organizations out of 
action and ask the Prime Minister and 
the Chief. of State to stay in office. 

After we explain to the people why 
we did this at a press conference,- we 
would like to return to our fighting 
units. We have no political ambitions. 
We seek strong, unified, and stable : 
Armed Forces to support the struggle 
and a stable government. Chief of State, 
Suu agrees with us. General Khanh saw. 
Huong who also agreed. 

We did what we thought was good.  
for this country; we tried to have a •- 
civilian government clean house. If we 
have achieved it, fine. We are nom '. 
ready to -go back to our units. 

AMBASSADOR TAYLOR: I respect -! 
the sincerity of you gentlemen. Now 
would like Ito talk to you about the, r. 
consequences of what you have done: 
But first, would any of the other of 
ficers wish to speak? 

ADMIRAL CANG: It seems that we - 
are being treated as though we were 
guilty. What we did was good and we 
did it only for the good of the country: -- 

AMBASSADOR TAYLOR: Now let me 
tell you how I feel about it, what I think 
the consequences are: first of all, this 
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of you understand English? (Vietnamese 
officers indicated they did, although the 
understanding of General Thi was known 
to be weak.) I told you all clearly at 
General Westmoreland's dinner we 
Americans were tired of coups. Appar-
ently I wasted my words. Maybe this is 
because something is wrong with my, 
French because you evidently didn't un-
derstand. I made it clear 'that all the 
military plans which I know you would 
like to carry out are dependent on gov-
ernmental stability. Now you have made 
a real mess. We cannot carry you for-
ever if you do things like this. Who 
speaks for this group? Do you have a 
spokesman? 

GENERAL KY: I am not the spokes-
man for the group but I do speak Eng-
lish. I will explain why the Armed 
Forces took this action last night. 

We understand English very well. We 
are aware of our responsibilities, we are 
aware of the sacrifices of our people 
over twenty years. We know you want 
stability, but you cannot have stability 
until you have unity. . . But still there 
are rumors of coups and doubts among 
groups. We think these rumors come 
from the HNC, not as an organization 
but from some of its members. Both 
military and civilian leaders regard the 
presence of these people in the HNC as 
divisive of the Armed Forces due to 
their influence. 

Recently the Prime Minister showed 
us a letter he had received from the 
Chairman of the HNC. This letter told 
the Prime Minister to beware of the 
military, and said that maybe the mili-
tary would want to come back to pow-
er. Also the HNC illegally sought to 
block the retirement of the generals that 
the Armed Forces Council unanimously 
recommended be retired in order to im-
prove unity in the Armed Forces. 

GENERAL THIEU: The HNC cannot be 
bosses because of the Constitution. Its 
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is a military coup that has destroyed 
the government-making process that, to 
the admiration of the whole world, was 
set up last fall largely through the 
statesman-like acts of the Armed Forces. 

You cannot go back to your units, 
General Ky. You military are now back 
in power. You are up to your neck in 
politics. 

Your statement makes it clear that 
you have  constituted yourselves again 
substantially as a Military Revolutionary 
Committee. The dissolution of the HNC 
was totally illegal. Your decree recog-
nized the Chief of State and the Huong 
Government but this recognition is 
something that you could withdraw. 
This will be interpreted as a return of 
the military to power. . . 

AMBASSADOR TAYLOR: Who com-
mands the Armed Forces? General 
Khanh? 

GENERAL KY: Yes, sir .. . 
GENERAL THIEU: In spite of what 

you say, it should be noted that the 
Vietnamese Commander-in-Chief is in a 
special situation. He therefore needs 
advisors. We do not want to force Gen-
eral Khanh; we advise him. We will do 
what he orders . . 

AMABASSADOR TAYLOR: Would 
your officers be willing to come into 
a government if called upon to do so 
by Huong? I have been impressed by  

the high quality of many Vietnamese 
officers. I am sure that many of the 
most able men in this country are in 
uniform. Last fall when the HNC and 
Huong Government was being formed, 
I suggested to General Khanh there 
should be some military participation, 
but my suggestions were not accepted. 
It would therefore be natural for some 
of them now to be called upon to serve 
in the government. Would you be willing 
to do so? . . 

GENERAL KY: Nodetheless, I would 
object to the idea of the military going 
back into the government right away. 
People will say it is a military coup. 

AMBASSADOR TAYLOR AND AM-
BASSADOR JOHNSON: (together) Peo-
ple will say it anyway ... 

AMBASSADOR TAYLOR: You have 
destroyed the Charter. The Chief of 
State will still have to prepare for 
elections. Nobody believes that the Chief 
of State has either the power or the 
ability to do this without the HNC or 
some other advisory body. If I were the 
Prime Minister, I would simply overlook 
the destruction of the HNC. But we are 
preserving the HNC itself. You need a 
legislative branch and you need this 
particular step in the formation of a 
government with National Assembly ... 

AMBASSADOR TAYLOR: It should be 
noted that Prime Minister Huong has 
not accepted the dissolution of the 
HNC . . . 

GENERAL THIEU: What kind of con-
cession does Huong want from us? 

Ambassador Taylor again noted the 
need for the HNC function. 

GENERAL KY: Perhaps it is better if 
we now let General Khanh and Prime 
Minister Huong talk. 

GENERAL THIEU: After all, we did 
not arrest all the members of the HNC. 
Of nine members we detained only five. 
These people are not under arrest. They 
are simply under controlled residence ... 

AMBASSADOR TAYLOR: Our prob-
lem now, gentlemen, is to organize our 
work for the rest of the day. For one 
thing, the government will have to issue 
a communique. 

GENERAL THIEU: We will still have 
a press conference this afternoon but 
only to say why we acted as we did. 

AMBASSADOR TAYLOR: I have real 
troubles on the US side. I don't know 
whether we will continue to support 
you after this. Why don't you tell your 
friends before you act? I regret the need 
for my blunt talk today but we have 
lots at stake . . 

AMBASSADOR TAYLOR: And was it 
really all that necessary to carry out 
the arrests that very night? Couldn't 
this have been put off a day or two? ... 

In taking a friendly leave, Ambas-
sador Taylor said: You people have 
broken a lot of dishes and now we have 
to see how we can straighten out this 
mess. 


