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POWs Accuse Reporter

Sydney

Forimer American prison-

ers of war in Korea have

[l

israel Slays

“He is a trator to the al-

lied cause,” Kniss snapped. .

“I personally feel that Bur-
chett was very high in the

ma. He was a confidant of
North Vietnamese leader Ho
Chi Minh and is known to cm
on 351 terms with m

testified ina dramaticcourt
hearing here that Wilfred
Burchett, an Australian-born
foreign correspondent, was
actually a Communist agent
who participated in the
brainwashing of Americans
captured in North Korea.

One former U.S. fighter
pilot, close to tears, testified
that Burchett had personally
edited a false confession ob-
tained under intensiye inter-
rogation in 1952 in which the
pilot said the U.S. Air Force
was oozmcﬁEm germ war-
fare.

Paul Kniss of Knoxville,
Iil., an Air Force lieutenant
shot down in North Koreain
May, 1952, accused Burchett
of playing a leading role in
the North Korean propagan-
da campaign during the
war. He also said that Bur-

3 Guerrillias
Tel Aviv

The Israeli military com-

mand said its soldiers yes-

terday tracked down and
killed three Arab guerrilla
infiltrators from Lebanon in
a brief gun battle.

United Press

4

chett had tried to persuade
him to defect to the Commu-
nist bloc rather than be re-
patriated to America in Sep-
tember, 1953.

Kniss and three other {or-
mer POWs testified that
they had seen Burchett in
Chinese army uniform in
North Korea in 1952.

organization which was run-
ning the propaganda mvoi
germ warfare.”

The accusations against
Burchett, 63, were madeina
libel hearing before the New
South Wales Supreme Court.
For more -than 20 years a
correspondent for the Lon-
don Daily Express and other
newspapers, Burchett 1is
suing a right-wing former
senator, John Kane, over a
1971 article that accused the
“correspondent of working as
a spy for the Chinese and
Russians during the 1940s
and 1950s.

Although Burchett has ac-
knowledged his Communist
sympathies and openly sup-
ported the Viet Cong during
the Vietnam war, hisrolein
Asia has long been an enig-

Communist Hmmgmwm EQ:Q-
ing Chinese m&.mszmw Chou
En-lai. Burchett has vigor-
ously denied, however, that
he ever worked as an espio-
nage agent during his long
and controversial career.

A succession of withesses
has told the packed court-
room of meetings with Bur-
chett in East Berlin, Mos-
cow, Pyongyang and South
Vietnam.

But Cong Toung, a former
province chief of the Viet
Cong who defected in 1970
after 20 years as a member
of' the Vietnamese Commu-
nist party, told the court
through an interpreter of
meetings with Burchett in
the Mekong delta in Febru-
ary, 1964. He said that Bur-
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Cong officers, hed attended -
a propaganda school in the
Delta and given advice _o‘
guerrilla leaders.

Earlier, a statement bv a
former moSmH secret police
agent, Yuri Korikov, wno
defected in London in 1983,
was read to the court. Kort
kov testified that during the
carly 1960s Burchett bousiod
that he was “on the payroll
of the party in Hano1”

chett, accompanied by Viet
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