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A Buddhist monk held a defaced portrait of
- President Thieu aloft during the protests
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Protesicrs Baitle

 Saigon Police

Baigon

Police clashed vesterday
in downtown .Saigon with
about 1000 demonstrators
demanding peace and the
resignation of President
Nguyen Van Thieu.

Protestors rushed onio the
grounds of the National As-

sembly tearing down police-

barricades and overturning
two guard boxes. A Special
Branch police jeep was
burned. )

The Special Branch is
commonly called the secret
police. :

Two Southr Vietnamese
. war veterans cut themselves
with straight razors in imi-
tation of ahara-kiri ceremo-
ny in front of Saigon police
headquarters, but they were

not believed to have been

badly wounded.

Witnesses said the vio-
lence. was triggered off by a
Special Branch officer who

hit a young student demon-

strator in the eye with his
fist.

The  demeonstrators, a
veterans group| protesting
corruption and |a Buddhist
anti-war group., carried
signs demanding that Thieu
implement the 1973 Paris
cease-fire agreement and re-

and shov-
ing between police and dem-
onstrators, no serious inju-
ries were reported and riot
police remained in their bar-
racks. They have been
called out only twice during
the two-month-old anti-Thieu
campaign.
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