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Amerwan Pdois

Say Cambodian Mllltary Commandeer

vy “‘I know none of us.was
_~dragc’ed here ‘in

By Elizabeth Becker
SPeclal to THe Washington Post
“PHNOM PENH—American
commetcial  pilots - have
asked the U.S. embassy in
Phnom Penh to forbid the
Cambodian military from
‘commandering their private
Americanregistered planes
for military missions, but
the embassy refused the re-
quest.
© “T went to the embassy a
few days ago to ask about
this because I thought the
embassy had to protect its
-citizens,” said Carl Ship-
man, a 50-year-old Ameri-
cinlicensed pilot for Heng
Meas commercial airlines,
“but the air attache told us
- the ambassador could not in-
terfere in Cambodlan gov-
ernment affairs.”
. Shipman had refused to

transport Khmer Republic

troops to Kompong Cham
atid the military subge-
quently threatened to cuf
off all aviation gasoline to
his company if he did not
comply. Since aviation gaso-
line is provided by Amerl-
can aid and its distribution
,controlled by the American
" embassy, Shipman felt the
embassy could forbid ‘the
Cambodians from comman-
deering his plane.

“The attache said he
would write a letter to the
air force asking them not to
take. American registered
planes to Kompong Cham,
but, we need more protec-
tion ‘than that,’ said Ship-
man.

Shipman is worried about
the'risk inyolved in flying
military missions to endan-
gered areas and the illegal-
ity of his participation in:a
foreign war. Other Ameri-
can pilots have been threat-
ened and sometimes forced

to fly. military missions and:

two have complained, along
with Shipman.

i

“Actlve part1c1pa+1on in
th1s war effort Jeopardlzes
olir American citizenship,”
Skip Bryant, another pllot
said. -

“I was forced to fly troops
to Kampot and I know ‘that
on the back of my passport
it says I can lose my citizen-
ship by serving in the armed
forces of another country,”
Bryant said.

The pilots feel the em-

bassy is not guarding their |

rights as American citizens
and they don’t believe the
embassy is powerless.
" “The Americans change
the rules of their poker
game daily,” said Shlpman
One recent change is a
- mandatory utilization report
for aviation gasoline issued
by the U.S.embassy to: all
private airline compames
' Each day these companies
- must make a report to/the
embassy stating the amount
of aviation gas used, the
type and tonnage of cargo
shipped, the destination of
~ the cargo, and the names of
‘passengers aboard.
Well-informed dlplomahc
sources say the embassy
hopes to control in-country

3

. and the provinces.

ently hopes to cut down in-
flation by supervising do-
. mestic cargo flights and
thereby limiting the role of
mlddlemﬂn
Shipman knows about
these new measures,-but he
says things nave not
changed. i
“The Cambodian govern-
ment still commandeers any
airline to do what they say,
- he said.
The Cambodian ‘ait force
has planes to get in and out

tary often uses 1ts cargo
planes for paying passen-
gers, Shipman saldi adding,
“then they put the. sglieeze
on us to bring the troops

in.’

' ‘companies sudden

fleets of trucks.

“to run this country,”

| tary.?

- airshipment of essential sup- -
. plies between Phnom' Penh [

The United States appar— i

POWs

‘place; but I have |flown for
AID in Africa |and the
agency (CIA) in Liaos, and I
have never had trouble like
this before.
His private company owns
only one plane, like many of
the more than 30 airline
y started
when all.

inland roads were.¢ut:by the
Khmer Rouge. Mokt compa-
nies run on a very small

operatmg this year

»"ubudgqt, transporting essen-
. tial “igoods
+ Phnom Penh, taking up the

in and out of

duties once perfpmed by

‘Bryant and Shipman said
they both demand| cash be-
fore they fly. [

“The Americans|needs Us
said
von't give
the mili-

Bryant, “but they w
us protectlon from|

Shipman armveq m Cam-

the flrst |
. cooperate
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Their Planes

s has lived here for more than
three years. Both say they
with  military
when they fly out to the
provinees, but the military
rarely returns these favors,
“We carry whatever they
like when we have the extra
room,” said Shipman.
“Wounded -soldiers, wives
with their sugar to sell in
Phnom Penh—we have to do
it in these situations. But
they don’t give us reliable

. information on enemy posi-

tions and then they com-

' mandeer-the airplanes.”

The “pilots plan to make

renewed complaints to the
embassy until. they receive

. assurance that they will not ~

be coerced into flying mili-.
tary missions.

“We are an embittered
lot;. we've worked in an

: around the government and

" bodia last April and Bryant :

know what the Americans
can do. We aren’t on high
salaries like Air America.
We're paid less than TU.S.
mercenaries in~ China in
1948,” said Shipman. “I
think flying military mis-
sions is illegal and I don’t
yvant to be shot up for noth—
ing.?

U.%. Ambassador to Cambodia is
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