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Wants to Pay”

Travel to POW Rites |

The Pentagon announced its

support yestend'ay of a hill
passed m the Senate Friday
that would authorize govern-
ment.’ assistance for . funeral
travel expenses for ‘relatives
of American prisoners of war
and ‘men once classified as
missing in action in Southeast
Asia.
“When the -bill becomes law
the departmerit will expedi-
tiously provide those addi-
tional supporting services au-
thorized for the families desig-
nated bythe Congress,” Penta-
gon spokesman - Jerry W
I‘rledhelm said.

The, bill was mtroduced by
| Sen. Robert Dole (R- Kan.) and
quickly passed by 'a voice ,vote
of the "Senate without the
usual ‘committee. study and
hearings. Sen. Dole said -he
would ask the House leader-
ship to bring the bill up for.a
vote Monday..

The congressional a}:tlon
| and, Department of Defense
response follows a: story in
The Washington Post Friday
about Cecile Abbott of Sacra-
mento, Calif., who thought it
“inequitable,” ‘and “shabby”
that the government would not
pay .travel expenses for her-
self and her 12-year-old son
to attend-the burial in Arling-
ton Cemetery of her husbandy
Navy Capt. John Abbott,) a
POW who died in capt1v1ty m
North Vietnam.
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