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Widow Must Pay Way to POW Biirial

By Ron Shaffer
Washington Post Staff Writer
If Cecile Abbott of Sacramento,

- Calif. and her 12year-old son make

~_moneyj14-imonth

s

. celebrated her 10th wedding

¢ it to the Arlington Cemetery grave-

side for the burial of her POW Hus-
band, U.S. Navy Capt. John Abbott,
whose body was recently released by
North Vietnam, it will only be-because
she paid the cost of getting there.
Mrs. Abbott thinks that’s unfair,
since. the government spent so much
: go-to bring rela-
tives of: 556, returning” live’' POWs. to
stateside" hospitals for reunions. And

latez}?;@he‘ government .spent more to . .

POW, From Al latest m
- husband
possible for them, but we’re
kind of tied down in this.”
Mrs. Abbott, he said,
would have been accorded
the same treatment as the
other families if her husband
had come back alive.
Although the law is spe-
cific about what can be
provided for relatives of
men who die in the service,
no one should begrudge the
special treatment accorded
to the POWs who returned
safely, the Navy spokesman
said. “After all,” he said,
“those POWs were some-
thing special to all of us.”
Mrs. Abbott, 43, had just

officers,
Pentagon

6 and 11

nam.

anniversary when she re-
ceived word that her hus-
band had been shot down
while flying his A4 jet- at-
tack aircraft over North
Vietnam. The military told
“her that a parachute had
been. sighted, but that a
search and rescue team
sent to the area reported
no signs of the pilot,

That was April, 1968,

She heard nothing more
until Jan. 27, 1973, the day
the peace accord was signed
in Paris. Then the North
Vietnamese informed her
that her husband had died
after seven days in captivity.

Last week she received
word from the military that
the North Vietnamese said
they were releasing the re-
mains of her husband, There
have been no other details
about his death.

Capt. Apbott had enlisted
in the Navy just before the
end of World War II, Mrs.
Abbott said. “He was a test
pilot at one point, and he
flew in Korea, and he had
a chestful of medals.” \
. Now, she. says, with the
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21, unless

ing through his death for
the third time.
greatly relieved that finally
we can bury his body on
home soil.”

The remains of the 23, all

American base in Thailand
for identification after Hanoi
released 12 bodies on March

gotiations are still under
way for the 32 other Amer-
icans who Hanoi said died
in captivity in South Viet-

The remains of six of the
23 released tlllis month -ar-
rived at Travis Air Base in -
California yesterday. A De-
fense Department spokes-
man said their

ing final identification work ||
at the Oakland Army Term- |,
inal mortuary. |

No timeatble has been set |'
for burial of any of the 23,
or the return of the other

cording' to a Defense De-

Relatives of deceased
servicemen are entitled to

of the remains to a burial
site selected by the next of
kin, and up to $625 for inter- ‘
ment costs in a private cere-
mony, depending on the type
of funeral. A military cere-

charge upon request.
The next of kin of all men

se'rvice receive a death gra-
tuity of from $800 to $3,000.
depending upon rank. This

ing for funeral travel ex-
benses, according to a Pen-
tagon spokesman. ;

A serviceman’s govern-
+ ment-sponsored !

kin of men killed in action
continue to receive full med-
commissary and ex-
7| change privileges unless the
‘| widow remarries.' The chil-
dren continue to receive
J those benefits until they are

bring over 500 POWs and relatives -

to the White House for a Presidential

reception. o

“I got to thinking about it,” Mrs.
Abbott said yesterday, “and it seemed
inequitable that President Nixon coyld
fly POWs and their wives to Washing-
ton for a big wing-ding at the White
House, but someone at the top could
not provide travel for 23 families of

. (dead) men returning from Vietnam.”
Capt. Abhott .died in captivity in

North Vietmam, and in the last two
weeks Hanol .released his remains
along with those of 22 other imprisoned

American servicemen who died there.
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insurance
$15,000 to bene-
and the next of

they are adopted.

toffin does not make them any less

heroes than the ones who came back

- alive,” said Mrs. Abbott.

A Navy spokesman who refused to
be identified because of what he terms-
ed the sensitive nature of the problem,
explained that the law does not allow
the military to provide transportation
for the families of men who died while
in the service. “The law didn’t allow
us to do it for 55,000 men killed in
Vietnam and we can’t do it now.”
The spokesman said he sympathized
vith the relatives of these 23 families
—“I know what they’re faced with and
we would like to make it as easy as

See POW, A23, Col. 1
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