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Court Overrules MiAs

"NEW YORK—Death no-
tices issued by the military
services for servicemen
listed as missing in action in
Indochina were declared un-
constitutional yesterday by
a federal court.

‘A three Judge court ruled
that such notices violate due
process unless the next- of-
kin are first provided the
opportunity to be heard if
they oppose the findings.

The court premanently
blocked the secretaries of
the Army, Navy and Air
Force from issuing any such
notices in the future with-
out prlor notice to the next
of kin’ of a hearing 1nt0 the
matter.

The ruling was made in
the suit brought in Manhat-
tan federal court last July
by the wives and mothers of
five servicemen who were.
declared dead after being
missing in action. The com-
plaint alleged - that such
death findings often are
made “arbitrarily and ca-
preciously” and without ade-
quate search for the re-
mains.

There are an estlmated 1,
300 servicemen still listed as
missing in action in Indo-
china.

The court said opposition

uniformed Vletnam veterans
in wheelchairs :who - spent
the night in Sen, ‘Alan Cran-
ston’s office, complained to

" the senator -yesterday about
care at Veterans Adminis-\

tration hospitals.

In a low-key confrontation
with Cranston and Dr. Mare
J. Musser, national head of
the VA hospital program,
the protesters said treat-
ment at the hospitals was an
“outrage” and a ‘“national
disgrace.”

Site Violence
LANSING, Mich.—Angry

tradesmen smashed wi~

dows, slashed tires ar~

ped over two flatr

on a nonunic

by the three military serv-
ices tn the procedural safe-
g 3 based solely on

th =al financial bur-
d- “ting by prolong-
in aceedings. The
ser d the govern-
mel: have to con-
tinue . - ...ake statutory pay-

ments to the next of kin be-
yond the time they would

normally cease.

Pa. Recount
JOHNSTOWN, Pa. — Re-

publican Harry Fox said |

Tuesday night he would file

for a recount of the votes by -

which he lost to Democrat
John Murtha in the special
congressional election in
Pennsylvania’s 12th district
Feb. 5.

A final, official count ear-
lier Tuesday gave Murtha a
242-vote victory over Fox to
fill the seat formerly held
by the late Republican Rep.
John P. Saylor.

Vets Complain

LOS ANGELES —  Fif-
teen protesters, five of the_am

project yesterday aFld then
invaded a restaurant owned

by the contractor and “tore

the place apart.”

The violence started early
in the day at a construction
site where a truc}(er em-

ployed by a subcontractor -

icketers

‘drove his rig into
Tuesday, injuring
sons.

A group of 50 men left the

picket line yesterq’iay -
marched two blr
Long’s restaura~

tearing up

ing li¢e" ‘
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Death

tain his party’s traditional
hold on Ohio’s First Con-
gressional District in a_spe-
cial election March 5 to fill
the unexpired term of for-
mer Rep. William J. Ke~’
(R-Ohio).
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