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POW Extras
Opposed by

Pentagon

.. United Press International

The: Pentagon is opposing
proposals to provide early re-
tiren‘lei";t and bonus payments
to Amerlcan servicemen who
were: pmsoners of war in Indo-

china,
In a, 1etter to Sen John C ‘

Stenms (D- Mass ), chairman of

the Armed;Services Commit-
tee, the. Defense Department
sald T opposed legislation pro-
viding: these_special benefits
to the Vle‘mam POWs.

Sen “Edmund S. Muskle (D-
Mame) 4'sponsor of the legis-
said it appeared the De-

fense.: epartment feels “that

POWS frony the Indochina.-con-

flict do not m rxt spemal bene-
©fits? e

In, a letter o Defense Secre-
tary ~ James’ R. Schlesinger,

Muskie = said, © “I" was ‘disap-|

pointed . that your depart-
ment’s correspondence  was So
d‘ did not suggest

vor concerning
s for these pris-|;
onerso wa » :

-He. asked the Pentagon to K
comeup with. alternative pro-

posals and said “the Depart.] |

ment of Defense has a.respon-
31b111ty not to'drag its: feet on
this; most important issue.” ‘

He> asked the ' Pentagon to
comeup with alter native pro-
posals .and /said “the Depart-

ment of Défense has arespon-|; ‘

sibility hot t0; drag its feet on
this most: 1mp0rtant issue.”

The b111 sponsored by
Muskie and Sens. Edward M.
Kennedy (D-Mass.) and Wil
liam D. Hathaway (D-Maine),
would give POWs double-time
credit . toward retirement for
time ‘spent. ‘as .prisoners and
award them per diem pay as if
they had been stationed in
Saigon. i .

The Pentagon sa1d it op-|
posed early retirement, for
POWSs because “retirement af-
ter 20 years service without
regard to age is a liberal sys-
tem under any criterion.”

The Defense Department
letter also warned against the
impact of such an action -on

World War II and Korean War
POWs. )

- The 'Defense Department
said it opposed the per diem
proposal because those who
did receive such pay were in
V1etnam on temporary duty.

“Such a person was not a
true counterpart of the pr1s-
oner of war,” the letter said.
“Servicemen on official tour
of duty in Vietnam, their true
counterparts, were not enti-|

tled to per diem pay.”



