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Cambodia launched a
public campaign yesterday
to convince Congress that
the United States has “a
moral obligation” to con-
‘tinue supplying . military
and economic aid while the -~
war in that country con- ug 5

at

tinues.
The 'military situation in
Cambodia since the congres-

te @ all of these factors:
with the fact, too, that this is|
. the et season which inhibits
'sionally legislated cutoff of the mobility of the insur-
American bombing on Aug. 15 ents.” : “
“is not as desperate as gou  Moorer said “there are some |
may think,” Cambodia AMD3S one» that the Cambodiant
sador Um Sim told a. Wash- government leaders “have
ington press conference. « Jearned by experience,” start-|
«Oyr troops are determined| ing with “practically nothing”
to fight on,” said the envoy.| in March, 1970, when Prince
<As you have seen, right after | Norodom Sihanouk was>de-
the halt of the bombing, Cam-| posed ag Cambodia’s ruler: j
bodia did not collapse,” even, ~“So they've come a long
though: it felt “abandoned” by | way” said Moorer, since the
the Urnited States as a result United States began to supply
of the bombing halt. military aid in April, 1970,
Adm. Thomas H. Mgorér, during the border-crossing by
_chairman of the Joint Chiefs ‘American and South Vietnam-
‘of Staff, was much more éese troops to attack North Vi-
‘guarded in his own public as-| etnamese and Vietcong forces
sessment yesterday about the| in the “sanctuaries” of Cambo-
|durability of the Lon Nol gov- diac , _
ernment in Cambodia without .. Cambodian Ambassador Um
Ameri@én combat support. .Sim made public on “open let- !
Asked howVlong the Cam-| ler” to Congress and thel
bodian govertiment can hold |

Américan public, seeking con- |
out if ‘ther Communisfs mount ‘inued noncombat support for
an all-out offensive against ‘the L

Cambodia.
capital of Phnom Penh, Moorer The envoy 'said Cambodia is'
replied in an interview on the :

ek
NBC television Today show: oy
| "« 0. 1 would say that the; temptnfg to- get US
Cambodians, given the proper ibombmg res‘to;fg;d, recognizing
\leadership, could hold .om”for | the obstacles against that, but
several weeks.” ‘ that it would request such com-

It was “a mistake to stop the‘i
bombing,” said Moorer. He
said he was “frustrated to a
point,”because, he 'said, the
attempt | by pro-Communist |
|forces to take over Cambodia
«was more or less the tail end,
let us say, of the entire South-
| east Asia picture.”

«And 1 had hoped,” said
‘Moorer, . “that we wouldn't, at
‘the last minute, take any ac-
tion that would have placed!
the final outcome in "jeop-
ardy.” . .

At present; said Moorer,
i“the insurgents have suffered
|heavy losses. They do have
supply problems. They have a
command and control prob-
lem. On the! other hand; the

phropiems, S N i, vear. President Nixon has
guently, one \g\ould have to in proficod that Cambodis will

“ See WAR, A4, Col. 1 receiyve th‘e maximum aid per-

. mitted by’ “present legal const-
raints.” )

' not:

should increase its direct in-
volvement in the Cambodian
'war. He said “only part” of
North Vietnam’s estimated 45,
000 troops in Cambodia are in

support units out of the fight.
Cambodia, Um Sim said,
seeks continuance of the pres-
ent level of U.S. military, eco-
nomic and humanitarian aid,
which he placed at $180 mil-
lion to $200 million a year.
State Department officials
said Cambodia is receiving
$237 million in total annual
aid and the Nixon administra-

bat aid again if North Vietnam |

@ Ambassador Um Sim, who is
U.S-educated, gave an Ameri-
can-style news. conference to
reéinforce his plea yesterday.
He had acknowledged organi-
zational assistance from “the
American Security Council,:
which includes many retired!
U.S. military officers expgri-i

enced on the Washington!
scene. ‘
His “abandonment” lan-.

. guage was the same terminol-;
‘ogy employed by President
Nixon in his angry, Aug. 3 let
ter to the Democratic leaders
of Congress, in which the
President said the cutoff of
U.S. bombing support to Cam-
bodia represented “ahandon-
ment of a friend.”

Um Sim, when asked if his
nation feels it has been “sold.
out” by the United States, rep-
ilied, “To a certain extent, yes.'
| We feel not betrayed, but we
i feel abandoned.” :
! His open letter, dated Aug.
15 from Phnom Penh, stated
ithat. Cambodia believes “its
i “participation in the struggle
| against the North Vietnamese
jand Vietcong aggression
forces . . . enormously less-.
ened the burden on American |
and South Vietnamese troops:
in South Vietnam and contrib-
uted to saving the lives of
many American soldiers. . !

“We believed;” the letter!
continued, “that the United!
States would recognize its:
moral obligation toward us for
{having cast our lot with you, |
jeven though there does not _ex-|

\jist any formal treaty commait- |

3
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' ment between our two coun-: -

volved in the fighting. Qther;
sources report that the North'
Vietnamese have pulled their !

tion-hias proposed $291.5 mil- |

 tries . Now the United:
iStates has taken its most di-
Irect and effective support
jfromus..."

b . If the United States
igrows weary of aiding its
tfriends and abandons them,”
;the letter concluded, “even|
ithough they are willing to|
fight and to continue fighting |
as long as humanly possible in

.the defense of their fréedom
‘ and the freedom of the world,
Lyour great country will ‘some-
Iday find'itself.alone.” .

t  When asked if his country’
| fears .that Congress will cut’
boff all aid to Cambodia, Um'
Sim replied, “We do not know
exactly what the U.S." will de-
cide. But as a precaution, we'
sent this letter.” L




