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‘How Salgom Can

‘Use U S. Arms
In Cambodia

Washmfrton

“" The Defense Department said. ina 1etter released
yesterday that Saigon could legally use. American-sup-

plied military equipment to attack North Vietnamese

sanctuaries in neighboring Cambodia that posed a di-

rect gn eat to South Vlet-
nam.”

But, in answer}to qua;~
tions raised by the Senaie
Armed Services Committee,
the Pentagon said that Sai-
gon would be violating
American law if such equip-
ment were used strictly in
support of the government
of Cambodian President f.on
Nol.

Deputy Defense Secretary,

William P. Clements Jr.,
said the Saigon governme:nt.

has-been told that if it sent
its- forces into either Cam-
bodia or Laos in.support of
these governments, the Unit-
ed States would not replace
any material destroyed or
used up in the operation.

PRETEXT

The Defense Department’s
interpretation of the law im-
mediately suggested a. pos-
sible pretext. for Saigon to
aid .the Cambodian govern-
-ment, which has now been
de rived of American bomu—

“ support.

It would be conceivable
thaf. Saigon, contending it
wagissending forces into
Canibodia to defend itself
against North Vietnamese
sanctuaries, could in effect

bolster the Lon Nol govern- .

ment by relieving military
pressure around Phnom
Penh.

) ' o

Such incursions mto Cam-
however,
were ruled out by last Janu-,

bodia or Laos,
ary’s’ Vietnam cease-fire
agreement, and- South Viet-
nam has so far not shown
any desire to commit its
forces outside its horders.

-oper tigns

" STATEMENT

~Senator Harold ErHughes
(Dem-Towa), a leading dove

“.on the committee, men"puv

issued a statement saying
t% ‘‘the legislative intent’
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" in " the  poud
areas 0 Camb‘c‘i"dmk o4
“I1f the Saigon regime
tries to interveme in. Cam-
bodia, all U.S. aid sllould
cease ~ immediately,”’" he
said. ““If the Pentagon tries
to open a loophole in the law
by'“saying that the South
Vietnamese are acting:sole-
ly in their own defense, 1
shall support efforts to close
that loophole once and for-
all.”

Hiighes,
asked Clements for thePen-
tagon’s interpretation; said:

“We can’t achieve peape
in' ‘Cambodia if the 'South
Vietnamese are allowed to
rejoin ‘the battle. This sena-
tor won’t stand for such an
illegal ‘and dangerous use of

billions: of aid to Saigon:And

I don’t think American tax-

payels will stand for it erth-j

er.’

¢

CONCERN

Hughes’ reaction seemeq
towreflect the concein of .
many anti-war advocates:

fear that despite the end to
American combat activity in

Indochina the adminisira-

tion would find some way to"
circumvent the congression-
ally “imposed cutoff which
went into effect Wednesday.

The administration hds

. (Dem~Mo)

laarly to forbid any

who originally"

persisiently denied. it has’
any intent to’do so, and

i President Nixon,, in a state-‘
said " he:
wotld ‘“woerk with Congress” :

ment " Wednesday,

ratherthan try to act unilat-:
erally-in Southeast Asia.
Clements in his letter dat-,
ed Apgust 14 and addressed
to Senator Stuart Symington

terptetation of current law

on whether Saigon couild use

American -equipment in

" Camibodia.

CLAUSE

He said the operative
clause in the current law is |
that g7 funds could be ap:|
propriated ‘to support Viet-!
namese or other free world"
forces in actions designedto
provide military support and
assistance 'to the govem-
ment of Cambodia or Laos

Clements said the leglsla-
tive  history of the clause,
firstisponsored by Senator J.

William Fulbright, chair-.

man.of the Foreign Rela-
tions 'Committee, in 1971,
and known as the Fulbright
proviso, ‘‘makes it clear’”’
that American aid “may be-

* programmeg:;and furnished

\

More Cambodia ‘néws
_on Page 12"

to support operations by the
Vietnamese and other free
world forces in the sanctuary
aveassof Cambodia and Laos
aimed: at enemy operations
whichi- directly threaten the
security of Vietnam.” ..
Such activity Would be
“distinguished from opera-

_ tions by Vietnamese forces
" in those sanctuary areas or

elsewhere in Cambodia or
Laos which would be intend-
ed to support the govern-
ment of Cambodia or Laos,”
he said.

PURPOSE

Militaly aid, Clements
said, “is not now, and has
not been, p10v1ded to the
V1e¢name9e forces to assist
them in military operations
designed to support the gov-

. ernment 9of Cambodia“ or

Laos.” -

He said that if Salgon un-
dertook stich operations,
“we can interpret these res-
tli'ctions on the use of De-
partment of Defense appro-
priations as precluding re-
placement of any end items

acting chair-
man:nof!the committee, prov- , ;
ided. the Pentagon’ slegal in- "

‘of equipment which might

be destroyed, while engaged
in those operatlons and from
replenishment of any ex-
pendables, such as ammuni-
tion, POL (petroleum,, oil,
and lubricants) or spare
parts so used.”

“We have so advxsed the
government of South Viet-
nam,” “Clements said. He
added that in the spirit of
the law, ‘“we regard our-
selves as constrained: from
taking .any initiative to re-
quest the government of
Vietn to undertake ‘such.
operatlo ‘
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