Newsman From Town

NDD
Special to The New York Times

PHNOM PENH, Cambodia,
Aug. 8—The air attaché and
an assistant air attaché at the
United States Embassy inter-
vened yesterday to prevent'a
correspondent of The New
York Times from flying to
Neak Luong, the scene of an
.accidental American bomb-
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ing, on a Cambodian Air

- Force hélicopter.
The  correspondent, Syd-

‘ney H: Schanberg, obtained :
‘| other transportation, by’
| boat,to the town, 38 miles .

southeast of Phnom Penh.

When the air attaché, Col. ‘

‘David H.E. “Opfer, learned
‘yesterday through the as-
sistant air attaché, Capt. Ri-
chard I. Felker, that the cor-
respondent had been cleared
| for the trip by Cambodian
officers at Phnom . Penh’s

“military airport, . be . tele-:
.phoned someone in the.
Cambodian - high~ command
and got the correspondent '

removed from the flight.
Captain Felker, who was

going to Neak Luong ‘in the

same Helicopter, issued in-

structions to .Cambodian of-
" ficers despite the Cooper-

Church Amendment, a con-
gressional act that bars all
adviser activity in Cam-
bodia. ;

After - ‘the correspondent
spent a day and night in
Neak Luong the locdl au-
thorities put him under con-
finement on the ground that
he had entered illegally and
had taken pictures of “mili-
tary secrets.” He was re-
leased late in the morning.

The United States em-
bassy and the Cambodian
Government  arranged a
hasty helicopter trip to the
town today for five foreign
journalists on a pool arrange-
ment under which they
briefed the rest of the press,
They were allowed to stay
less than 30 minutes and
c?uld speak with few peo-
ple.




