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7 Enlisted Men

Army,
The P

Lackof. -+
Evidence '
Is Cited
Washington :

The Army and the

yesterday against seven

enlisted men accused by .

an'' Air Force colonel of
misconduct and collabo-
rating with -the enemy
while they were prisoners
ofh\y_'var in North Vietnam,

In announcing their separ-
ate but concurring decisions,
Army Secretary Howard H.

Callaway and Navy Secre-

tary John W. Warner said
that the charges were dis-

missed because of a lack of

sutficient evidence.

In addition, the two secré-
taries cited the mitigating
circumstances of the long
hardship that the enlisted
men had suffered during

imprisonment by North Viet-
nam as well as a Defense |

Department policy against
prosecuting any of the pri-
soners of war for propagan-

da statements made whilein -

prison, :

pected and it resolved a

moral problem that has

been besetting high - rank-

ing Pentagon officials ever ; quent

. charges, however, was not his decision to dismiss the
- completed before one of the charges against the two

since Air Force Colonel
Theodore W. Guy filed mis-
contiuct charges inlate May
aginst five Army and three
Marine Corps enlisted men
who were confined with him
in a North Vietnamese pris-
on camp near Hanoi known
as “The Plantation.”

OFFICER

As the senior officer‘in?t;he
prison camp, Guy ‘‘accused
the enlisted men of various

‘acts ot misconduet including

mpodel airplanes that could

! e From Page 1
Nayy dismissed charges ———

- the charges.

. s i g
The decision was not unex- ! 2,
e ol i Marine Corps.

Navy Drop:

Y Charges

failure to .adhere to the post- *A Org:g%augt}? s an-
Korean war code of ‘eon- i L e),ipired and
Sl et pionet o v St 1 e
and authority in the prison heiservice, had become de-

camp, disoboing ovders of Brgwed, sfer he wae i
an officer, cooperating with main in the Marines until
the enemy to obtain favora- h*

ble treatment and building ‘3,1:5 lfc:gfgetgl t%%h:f alléiis_

anaugh did not know, ac-
cording to these officials,
was that early last week
: | Cushman had told aides that
be used as targets by the «I am not about to have any
North Vietnamese guards. charges brought against any
Defense Department offi- of my Marines.”
cials who }lad laid down a At »Kavanaugh’s fumeral
general policy of honor-and - Monday, the pallbearers in-
forgive for the returning pri- cluded six of the men ac-
soners of war initially tried cused by Guy. They were
to persuade Guy not tobring Staff Sergeant Robert P.
. Chenoweth. of Portland,
When Guy insisted upon Ol‘e;, Staff( I'gE}al’ll James
bringing the charges, ‘the A...Daly J# of Brooklyn,
Army and Navy were obli- Staif Sergeant King D. Ray-
gated under the wuniform ford Jr. of Chicago and Staff
code of mﬂitary justj_ce toysergeant John A. Y()ung of
review the charges to deter- GTayskale, Ill., all of the

mine whether a court- mar-Army. Staff Sergeant Alfon-
tial was warranted. so R. Rate of Santa Rosa,
: e ", |Calif. and Private Frederick
_The responsibility for they ‘pipam or Brentwoo d,
review was assumed by the yy "ot the Marine Corps
gli\?;:retanﬁs fl’ﬁ ‘}hu;nA;gZ an(f were also pallbearers. Not
pavy, wio SUP- present was  specialist
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- ported in their decisions by 1 ,
‘the military leaders of the §°“r“‘ Class Michael P.

: ranch of Newport, Ky.
two services — General he N id that 1
Creighton W. Abrams, the . -2¢ Navy said that forma

e dismissal of the charges
e ot o a1 G it Kavanangh wes ot
Commandant of the:requlred since. “they be-
‘ came a nullity” upan his
ideath.
REVIEW . FACTORS
The review and the sibse- Among the ‘“mitigating
dismissal of the factors” that entered into

enlisted” men accused by Marines, Warner said, was
Guy had committed suicide. ““the fact that each of the re-
Marine Sargeant Abel Larry turnees had suffered a long
Kavanaugh shot himself last pericd of confinement dur-
Wednesday in his father-ing which they each suffered
in-law’s suburban Denver severe deprivations and
home. ‘maltreatment” at the hands

Kavanaugh’s 22-year-old Of their captors. .
widow, pregnant with their Similarly, in announcing
second child, has blamedthe decisions to drop the
Guy and the Pentagon forcharges against the five
her"husband's‘death. Army men, Callaway said,



years each spent under bru-
tal prison conditions in
South Vietnam before they
‘were moved fo the north —
the lack of food and medical

care, the sub-primitive liv-
ing conditions, and the phys-
ical torture. They had a
very hard time, and they be-
haved admirably durmg this
period.” ‘

While - no administrative
action will be taken against
the five army men, (‘falla-
way said that they WOlﬂ:d not
be permitted to re-enlist be-
cause they failed to meet
“¢he current qualifative
standards for the volunteer
army.”

Still' pending are similar
charges against two former
’POW-offlcers, Navy Captain
Walter E. Wilber'of Colum-
bia Crossroads, Pa., and

\

SANDR KAVANAUGH AND HERID i
1ed Pentagon for her husband’s' suicide

B'M Stockdale, the second
highest ranking POW, ac- ;
cused. the two fighter pilots . mvestlg;ﬁb; I T3
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