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Cambodians Said to Bomb Hospitals

By Jack Anderson '

Classified Cambodian docu-
ments, smuggled out of
Phnom Penh, reveal that Cam-

bodian battlefield command-
ers have been calling for bom- |.

bing strikes and strafing at-
tacks on Communist field hos-
pitals.

The documents don’t specify
whether American B-52s and
F-111s, or the mosquito-like
Cambodian T-28s supplied by
the U.S., are supposed to at-
tack the hospitals. American
authorities insist that U.S.
planes are barred from hitting
hospitals and pagodas.

However, monitored radio
messages from U.S. bomber pi-

lots to their observation
pianes over Cambodia tell a
more confusing story. We

have examined seven pages of
radio . transeripts which, in-
deed, show the pilots genu-
inely try to avoid hitting pago-
das and hospitals. But the pi-
lots often aren’t sure whether
they are attacking friendly or
Communist troops.

“This target has numerous
bunker positions,” one bewil-
dered pilot calls to his spotter
plane. “They told me in this
same area are friendly troops
that I worked (bombed or
strafed) toward earlier this
morning, so see what you can
find out about that ...I can’t
find out what the friendly sit-
uation is down there ...”

The spotter assures the pilot
that “this target was tapped

by Blue Chip (approved) for us.

. .” Still unsure, the pilot
replies: “Okay, like I say, it
looks all right ... But like I
said, those friendlies who
were down there earlier this
morning within 500 meters

The spotter checks and is
back almost immediately with
the orders for the bombing
run: “Go ahead ... 500 pounds

'maximum, no running east or

west, don’t hit any structures
unless fired ypon.”

The raids on hospitals,
which violate international
law, are detailed in official
messages written in French
and labeled “extreme urgent
e diffuPion rest”—very ur-
gent, restricted distribution.

One pinpoints a town named
Phum Khyok in the “first mili-
tary region” and lists four tar-
gets, three of them military.
The fourth is identified as a
“hospital with about 40 Viet-
cong/North Vietnam health
personnel.” Specifies the Cam-
bodian field commander:
“Kindly transmit the order to
carry out bombardments of
(these) objectives.”

A second message from
Cambodia’s “fourth military
region” gives map coordinates
for a “bombing and strafing”
attack on “200 to 250 men,
stocks, provisions, PC
(command post) and hospital.”

A highly-placed diplomat in
Cambodia informs us that su-
pervision of the joint Cambo-
dian-U.S. Air Operations Cen-
ter is entirely in American

hands, along with most other
air matters. !

“The (Americans) tell the
Cambodians what to do and
the Cambodians do it,” the
diplomat reports. “The Cam-
bodians couldn’t possibly run
the Center by themselves.”

When the Cambodian forces
want a strike on a hospital, pa-
goda or shrine, the diplomat
says, the U.S. refuses to do it,
then secretly turns the assign-
ment over to the Cambodian
air force “which has no scru-
ples at all,-and will go ahead
and bomb . ..”

Meanwhile, declares the dip-
lomat, “the B-52s and F-11ls¢
are causing enormous civiiian
casualties (in) hundreds of vil-

lages. Just take a boat up the|,

west bank of the Mekong. You
will see destroyed villages...

totally destroyed by hombing, |.
Every one of|.
... has been ap- |.

not mortars.
these targets
proved by Americans.”

Documents in hand, my as- .'
sociate Les Whitten visited |

the Cambodian embassy here
and spoke with officials at
length. They did not deny that
military commanders might
call for strikes on hospitals in
the heat of battle, particularly
if the hospitals were being
used by Communist troops as
gun emplacements. They .also
contended that the field hospi-
tals are unmarked. The docu-
ments in our possession, they
pointed out, don’t
that the hospitals were actu-
ally hit. Any bombing of hos-
pitals is against Cambodian

indicate |-

government policy, they said.
Hospital Costs—Congres-
sional investigators have
shown us some of their most
recent studies on rising med
cal costs. The studies are »
yet completed, but the-
ready confirm what eve
American- knows.
costs are way out o
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