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POW ‘Brought Torment Home'

Quincy, Mass. _

The brother of Air
. Force Captain Edward A.
Brudno said yesterday
that the suicide death of
the former prisoner of war
was “as much a war cas-
ualty as any of the oth-
ers.”

“We can never understand
what he went through out
there, but it changed him —
he brought the torment back
with him,” said Robert
Brudno, acting as spokes-
man for the family of the
first POW returned from
North Vietnam to take his
own life.

In an interview in the cap-
tain’s home with the Quincy
Patriot-Ledger. Robert bit-
terly criticized North Viet-
nam as “a country that
would so intentionally com-
mit such torture and tor-
ment to people.”

There were reports else-
where that Edward, who
died on the eve of his 33rd
birthday, was despondent
because his hopes of becom-
ing an astronaut had been
thwarted by his 7 % years of

imprisonment after his jet

fighter was downed over
North Vietnam.
_ PROTESTS
Also, Robert said the cap-
tain was deeply disturbed by
anti-war protests in this
country. . ‘

But the hrother added:

“There was no specific thing
that caused his depression,
but because -of his experi-
ences he lost all flexibility.
To him, disappointment and
misfortune were disaster.
“All the normal problems
of repatriation and rehabili-

+ tation to him were crises,

and he magnified the prob-
lems in his mind. Perhaps
this death was the only way
he could get peace.”
Edward was found dead in
bed Sunday at the Harrison,
N.Y., home of his parents-
in-law, Mr. and ‘Mrs. Milton
Gitenstein. He and his wife,
Deborah, had been staying
there, although she was vis-
iting here atthe time.
‘ SUICIDE
The cause of death has yet
to be pinpointed. However,
. bolice ruled it a suicide.
Brudnoe left several sealed

letters to relatives and

friends. He also left a two-
line note in the French he
had learned in prisoner-
taught classes. It read in
essence: ‘“There is no sense
in living anymore. My life is
no longer worth living.”

A friend in the service,
Staff Sergeant Arthur §.
Cormier of Bay Shore, N.Y.,
said Brudno had mentioned
his astronaut dream after
the two men got home from
North Vietnam in February.

“He had given up hope on
it,” Cormier added.
passed him up, he be-

“It
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‘No sense in living’

lieved.”

An ofticial of Operation
Homecoming. which has re-
sponsibility for returning
POWs, confirmed Cormier’s
report.

REPORT )

“He did have a leaning
that way before he went to
Vietnam. But when he came
back he was a realist. He
recognized that his time
there, and changes in the
program, made that impos-
sible for him,” he said.

“If he was despondent, we

were not aware of it, but’

that’s something only his
family would kiow.”
In his interview, Robert
Brudno said of his brother:
‘“People may wonder how

one can hold out and survive -

for 7% years and then come
back and take his own life.
But they have to understang
that while he was there, he
was struggling
something. -

“He would never have giv-
en in to his captors. He hat-
ed and resisted them. May-
be when he came back,
there was nothing to fight
against any more.”

FREEDOM

The brother recalled that
the captain’s initial reaction
to freedom was a feeling of
being “reborn.”

“There was euphoria. just
heing free,” he continued.
“That lasted for a while. But
then it was a matter of a
test of his ability to read-
just.

“After the hell he went
through for 7% years, it was
just too much, The imprison-
ment obviously took its toll.
The thing that’s scary, that
is so sad, is that he was al-
most acting like a book.

“All the problems fore-

against-

seen in adjusting and com-
municating with others were
all there., We knew it and he
knew it. And he sought help.
But I guess it just wasnt
enough.
PSYCHIATRIST
Capt. Brudne has heen
seeing a psychiatrist since
his return from prison.
“I hope this country —
and perhaps the rest of the

‘world — doesn’t continue to

show the benevolence or

apathy to a country that

would so intentionally com-
mit such forture and tor-

ment to poeple. The word

humane just does not apply

to his life during those

years . ., .

“He made an honest sub-
stantial attempt to under-
stand what motivated peo-
ple to oppose the war. and
he tried to. understand the
antiwar movement. Bui he
remained very bitter just
the same.

“It hurt him very deeply
that so many were against
the war. The belief that it
was right, that he was fight-
ing for a purpose, was what
kept ‘him alive. He had to
believe the war was right. or
he never would have sur-
vived.”
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