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and William A. Elsen
Washmgton Post Staff erters
Some of the eight former
prisoners of:war charged by
an officer - with'! iisconduct
spied-on other’POWSs and oc-
casionally donned' North. Viet-
‘namese uniforms to reeeive fa-
vorable treatment,. according
ito a-U.S. civilian official who
was a:fellow captive.
The:alleged collaborators, in
turnj Feceived extensive spe-
cials pnwleves including beer
andodiquor - and - high:protein
foods, the official said.

lggan Says
d on Fellow Prlsoners,

‘|then asked their captors for

cused POWS in+ an “ifiterviaw
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Some of the accused POWs

permission to remain in North
Vietnam after the war, or to
be transported to a socialist or
neutral country, according to|
the official.

Michael +D. -Benge, an
Agency for International “De-|
velopmen’c adviser . who was
held inia prlson camp near
Hanoi called The Plantation].
from November, 1970, until
March, 1973, disclosed his ver-
sion of the conduct of the. ac-

with The Washington Post and

in-an address at a high. school
in Gervais, Ore.

Guy, who was the senior offi-
cer at The Plantation, filed
formal
against five Army and three
Marine Corps enlisted-men for
coust-martial offenses‘ranging
from aiding the enemy to-eon-:
structing model aircraft ‘for.
the North Vietnamese to use
in target practice.

nied the charges,
‘have accused Guy:

Air Force Col. 'I‘heodore W.

charges  Tuesday

The enlisted men have de-
and some
ftempt-

. POWS, From Al

ing to demonstrate for self-
serving purposes that there
was a framework of military
discipline in the camp when
actually there was not.

One of the accused POWs
prepared to file a $1 million
ciyil damage suit against Guy.
Others said they were think. !
ing of joining the civil suit.

The Marine Corps POWs ac-

cused by Guy are Sgt. Able L.
Kavanaugh of Denver; S.Sgt.
Alphonso Riate of Santa Rosa,
Calif., and Pvt. Frederick L.
Elbert of Brentwood, N.Y.
* The five Army men are Sp.
4 Michael P. Branch of New-
port, Ky.; and S. Sgts. Robert
P.‘ Chenoweth of Portland,
Ore.; James A.Daly Jr. of
Néw York City; John Young
of ‘Grayslake, 111, and King D.
Rayford of Chicago.

Benge said Hie was held cap-
tive with Guy and the eight|
accused .enlisted men in two
prison camps, over a period of,
about four years.

. Benge said some of the ac-
.cused “cooperated willingly to
‘therpoint that ‘it resulted in
others being Dbeaten, mis-

treated and placed in solitary
confinement for long periods
-of time.”

At least two of the group,
Benge said, openly declared
that “they would do anything
to get out one day sooner.”

“Sorfie went as far as taking
North Vietnamese uniforms,”
he added.

The special (reatment ac-
corded the cooperating prison-
ers, Benge said, included ‘allot-
ments of Vietnamese beer,
wine and liguor, candy, soft
drinks, peanuts and popcorn.
Some of these foods were par-

ticularly valuable to the pris-
oners -because - ofitheir hlgh
protein content, Benge said.
The cooperafing prisoners,
Benge charged;$Wete alowed
to wnte letters and receive
mail from homé; and were

' givenr “guided tours” of Hanoi.

“The epltome of North Viet-

-namese hvpocr1sy came when

{the “(peace) agreemefits were
signed, and these guys. were
told they would have to go
home " said Benge.

A 37-year-old former Marine
|who speaks Vietnamese
fluently, Benge currently is on
a speaking tour of the West,
talking about his prison camp
"experiences and about atroci-
ties against the Montagnard
tribesmen in the highlands.

Befige said he first learned
about the existence of a group
of prisoners called “the peace
_cominittee”  about  three
moni;hs after arriving at The
Plantahon

“I“tried contacting them to
tell them to shut their mouths
because the North Vietnamese
don’t allow their own people
to.talk. I tried to talk in the
courtyard, through our com-
| munications, and tried to
{write them letters. I was put
‘in.  solitary  confinement,”
Benge said.

Later, Benge said, he and
other prisoners “realized there
were eight spies” in the camp
{to ‘report to the North Viet-
rnamese on the activities of
other prisoners.

POWSs whose cooperation with
the enemy resulted in -beat-
ings or other punishment for
other prisoners should be dis-
charged from the military and
triedn civil courts.

“Others who made antiwar
statements, willingly or other-

He said he believes that any |:

knew -all eight men accused of

was: -a lot of bombing gomg on

wise, have to» live with, thEII'[
consmences enge ' said.
“That’s pumshment ex%ouch
Prison is hell for anyone.?
Another  Plantation . pris-
oner, Sp. 6 John Spark's,“of
Chattanooga, Tenn., said he

P

misconduct, but that he feels.
their actions were based upon
disenchantment with the. war
rather than solely an attempt
to get special treatment. .

K1t was at a time when there

MICHAEL D. BENGE
. AID official

and ‘some of the men" disa-
greed with the way the war
was being conducted,” said.

The plans to file a. $l mil-
n lawstit against Guy were|
announced by  William Jr
Hagedorn, a Newport, - hy,,
lawyer retained by Branch.|

Spark He said he beh.eved
the elggbg‘{‘hccused men wanted| ho

political “asylum when the!
beace agreement was signed.

|yesterday that Gu

‘charges have been i:ntwtlolt:flﬂ L S0t il selk mageE forv
iudee Stonats general's of defamation of Branch and his
fice for an opinion on Whether parents, Hagedorn said.
courts-martial should be held.| Hagedorn also said Branch
The office will review debrief- was concerned that® Guy’s
ing statements made by 12 wit- charges might upset current
nesses listed by Guy before divorce litigation against his
'sending an opinion to the Sec- wife, Marilyn, in Indianapolis.
retary of the Army, the|The custody of two chlIdren is
Spokesman said. at stake; Hagedorn saidi:.

el

Elhott Vemog{;ﬁgg attmney Branch; tolﬂ the. Assomated
for Daly, sald Daly “realized| Press that during* most of* hls
something was in the wind” as|four years and 10 months (of*
early as April and changed his confinement, there was ‘1o
plans to re-enlist in the Army. chain of command or commu-
Vernon said the Pentagon had|nications network at the Plan-
previously assured him that|tation.
former Defense Secretary| “It was like a bazaax——chaos
Melvin Lalrd’ “forgive andI Everybody was on his own.

5 de! When the war was coming to
fr(l)}lzlglal}?’(el;cy e R an end—and this is my own
Vernon said he planned to|opinion—Col. Guy and the oth-
contact-attorneys for the other|er officers sLar}ed makmgha
accuséd  POWS for a possible|show of order,” he told the
joint legal action’ against Q‘ruy w1_re service.




