Charges Filed Against
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An Air Force colonel for-
mally accused eight young
enlisted, men yesterday of
collaborating with the North
Vietnamese while in captiv-
ity.

Colonel Theodore W. Guy
filed formal charges against
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SGT. KAVANAUGH
‘Alleged misconduct’
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the five Army men and
three Marines, alleging that -
their misconduct took place
while he was the senior
American in a POW camp
outside Hanoi known as the
“Plantation.”

Guy, 44, of Tucson, Ariz.,
has said that some POWs
obtained special privileges
by telling the North Viet-
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Collaboration charged

namese of the

tured as a resu

activities of
the other prisoners. In some
cases other POWs were tor-
It of the al-
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8 Ex-POWs

charged are Sergeant Abel
L. Kavanaugh of Westmin-
ster, Colo.; Staff Sergeant
Alfonso E. Riate of Santa

leged collaboration, accord- - Rosa, Calif.; and Private

ing to Guy. Frederick L. Elbert Jr. of
Guy filed a |number of Bremtwood, N.Y.

charges, including  aiding Kavanaugh and Riate are

the enemy, fail
orders and consp

The  three
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MICHAEL P. BRANCH
Disrespect charge
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ROBERT CHENOWETH
Model aircraft charge
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KING D. RAYFORD
‘Failyre to obey order’
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JAMES A. DALY JR.

Cooperation
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JOHN A. YOUNG

Tlleged ‘Preferential treatment’
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the Navy hospital at Camp
Pendleton, Calif. Elbert is
under ftreatment at St. Al-
bans Naval Hospital, St. Al-
bans. N.Y. -

The Army identified the
five Army men as: Special-
ist 4 Michael P. Branch, 26,
of Highland Heights, Ky.;
Staff Sergeant Robert P.
Chenoweth, 25, of Portland,
Ore.; Sergeant James A.
Daly Jr. of Brooklyn, N.Y.;
Staff Sergeant King D. Ray-
ford, 27, of Chicago, I1l.; and
Staff Sergeant John A.
Young, 27, Grayslake, Ili.

The Army said all are on
convalescent leave, with
Branch assigned to Ireland
Army Hospital, Ft. Knox,
Ky., Chenoweth to Letter-

This order was said to
have heen issued by Air
Force Major Edward W.
Leonard of Winlock, Wash.
between August, 1971, and
March 16 this year, when
they were released.

Brauch is charged with
disrespect to Leonard some-
time during October, 1971.

Branch was denied per-
missien to attend President
Nixon’s POW banquet last
Thursday. A White House
spokesman said Branch de-
clined an invitation and that
his place was assigned to
somebody on a waiting list.

In its summary of Guy’s
charges, the Army said each
of the five soldiers, ‘in con-
junction with three Marine
Corps returnees, entered
into a conspiracy to impair

man General Hospital, San
Francisco, Daly to Patter-
son Army Hospital F't. Mon-
mouth, N.J., and Rayford
and Young to Fitzsimmons
General Hospital, Denver.

In filing charges, Guy act-
ed under a provision of mili-
tary law that permits any
soldier to file charges
against any other service-
man who he thinks has bro-
ken the U.S. code of military
justice.

Guy’s charges must be
weighed by the secretaries
of the Army and Navy, who
will determine if a court-
martial will be convened or
assign the decision to local
commanders of the posts
where the men are sta-
tioned.

In a brief summary of the

the morale, loyalty or disci-
pline of their fellow prison-
ers of war.”

The five also were ac-
cused of violating Article 134
of the Uniform Code of Mili-
tary Justice, a broadly
phrased section which has
been ruled unconstitutional
by federal appeals courts
and will be reviewed by the
Supreme Court. That article
involved ‘“‘conduct of a na-
ture to bring discredit upon
the armed forces.”

The Marines did nof fur- :

nish any similar summary
concerning charges against
their three men accused by
Guy. .

The Pentagon has followed
a general policy of allowing
the issue of alleged misbe-
havior among the 566 re-
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COLONEL T. W. GUY
The accuser

{urned military POWs to die
quietly. Pentagon spokes-
man Jerry W. Friedheim did
not answer direEtly yester-
day when asked| at a morn-
ing briefing if Pentagon law-
yers attempted to dissuade
Guy from bringing charges.
The spokesman would say
only that Guy sought and re-
ceived legal advice.

Friedheim did say that “a
handful” of other former
POWs had soug t out Penta-
gon officials about whether
to bring their own charges.

In an interview on April 23
and a later news conference
Colonel Guy has acknowl-
edged that many POWs
made broadcasts against
President Nixon’s Indochina
War policy after a period of
torture or lengthy interroga-
tion.

charges, the Army said all
five Army POWs were ac-
cused of ‘“‘alleged coopera-
tion with the captors. . .in-
cluding accepting preferen-
tial treatment, communicat-
ing with the enemy and
seeking political asylum
from the officials of the

‘North Vietnamese army.”

In addition, Chenoweth
and Young were charged
with an additional violation
“by constructing model air-
craft for use by the North
Vietnamese army in con-
ducting target practice for

their soldiers at the camp.”

The five Army men also
were charged with failure to
obey an order “to stop all
forms of  cooperation and
collaboration with the ene-
my.”

Guy distinguishes between
these POWs and those he
says accepted favors and
special treatment from the
beginning, thereby bringing
pain and punishment to the
other POWs.

“I have information that I
know and I just cannot ac-
cept some of these people

* being accepted as heroes be-

fore the American people,”’
Guy has said. “They are not
and I think it has to be
brought out into the open.”
Guy, shot down over Laos
March 22, 1968, has said he
was extensively tortured -

during the five years he
spent in wvarious POW
camps.

Most of the prisoners un-
der his command in the
Plantation were Navy or Air
Force pilots.



