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" The US. Embassy

‘Briefing on

- Cambodia

PHNOM PENH—(UPI) ==
in

" Phnom - Penh discontinued
"~ its daily briefing for West-
.. ern newsmen today and said
" it was doing so at the re-

. said

_quest of Cambodian authori-
ties.
“It is the con ensus of this
.Embassy we will not have
(further) briefings,” anEm-
bassy spokesman said. He
they were being
" scrapped ‘“‘at the request of

the Khmer (Cambodian)

government.”

He told reporters the Cam-
bodian government based its
cancellation request on com-
plaints about recent ‘““facts”
on the military situation is-

~sued to reporters by the -

“Americans.
Overrun by Reds

One such disclosure by the
Embassy was a report
Thursday that two battalions
of government troops were
overrun by Communist sol-
diers near Neak Luong, 32
miles southeast of Phnom
Penh on the Mekong River.
The attack killed 20 soldiers
and 580 others were “led
away”’ by the Communists.

-~ Asked if any recent brief-
“ings contained factual mis-
takes, the Embassy spokes-

man replied: “There were

no errors.”

He said the Embassy had
“second thoughts” about the
advisability of briefing
American and other news-
men on the military and po-
litical situation in Cambodia,

The spokesman said the
Embassy felt that briefings
should be given “by the
Khmer government.”

Brief Reports

The twice daily military
“briefings” by Cambodian
officers consist of the post-
ing of a brief French lan-
guage report on a bulletin
board in a courtyard outside
the offices of Command
spokesman Col. Am Rong.

The ‘release rarely sup-
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ambodiq
Retakes 3
Villages

PHNOM PENH — (AP) —
The Cambodian government

‘claimed yesterday it has re-
taken three southern wil- -

lages near Takeo, a key pro-
vincial capital besieged for
months by antigovernment
forces.

These small victories fol-
lowed a drive last week by
Takeo’s defenders to expand
their area of control. The de-
velopments indicated gov-
ernment soldiers were
strengthening their position
at Takeo, target of months
of ground attacks and mor-
tar and artillery barrages
by anti-government forces
encircling it.

American aircraft, includ-
ing B-52s, continued opera-
tions over Cambodia yester-
day at the request of the
Cambodian government, the
U.S. Pacific Military Com-
mand reported in Honolulu.

An official spokesman de-

clined to provide any details

on yesterday’s operations.
Government soldiers re-
trieved four more bodies
from under the wreckage of
a U.S. Air Force A7 homber

' yesterday. The confirmed

casualty count reached 11
killed, including two fami-
lies and 20 wounded.

plies vital information on
military activity except to
report overnight shelling at-
tacks and relatively minor
fights. Casualties seldom
are reported.

Diplomatic and military
sources say the Communist
forces are mostly Cambodi-
an’ rebels operating with
strong logistical and leader-
ship backing from the North
Vietnamese. The Phnom
Penh government maintains
Vietnamese Communists are
waging the war and censors
will not allow correspond-
ents to refer to the antigov-
ernment soldiers as Cambo-
dian rebels. ‘




