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PARIS — (UPI) — The
90-day deadline for the Viet
Cong and South Vietnamese
to settle their political dif-
ferences expired yesterday
with the two sides still poles
apart,

It seemed like par for the
entire course of the Vietnam
cease-fire and peace talks.

In South Vietnam, the
cease-fire is consistently vio-
lated and the Peace-keeping
force has been ineffective,
Economic aid talks between
the United States and North
Vietnam have foundered.

Even as the deadline for
political settlement passed,
the United States and North
Vietnam returned to the con-
ference table to try to inject
some effectiveness into the
original peace provisions.

Accusations

Accusations of cease-fire
violations began almost as
soon as the cease-fire did.

The United States said
North Vietnam has infiltrat-
ed 30,000 troops ‘and 400 ar- -
mored carriers intg South
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charged the Uniteq States

with dragging its feet on
bromises to demine North
Vietnamese harbors and
with resuming reconnais-
sance flights over the north,

The Viet Cong accused
Saigon of suppressing demo-
cratic freedoms, and the
South Vietnamese said the
Viet Cong fought to extend
their so-called “Iiberation
zones.”’

Ineffective

Truce supervision teams |

have not been effective,
Members have been accused
of partisanship. Belligerents
have ignored or even at.
tacked them., A

Talks on the cease-fire vi-
olations are now taking
place between: North Viet.
namese Deputy Foreign
Minister Nguyen Co Thach
and Deputy Assistant Secre-
tary of State William L. Sul
Livan,
~ What success Thach and
Sullivan will have is proble-
matic. Neither side wants to
g0 to war again and this

Saigon Still at Odds |

For the first time this .
week, the Viet Cong agreed
it might eventually discuss
the withdrawal of troops
from .the south — meaning
North Vietnamese, though
the Communists will not ad-
mit they are in the area.

Saigon suggested a quid-
Pro-quo arrangement under-
which it would demobilize ag
~many soldiers as North Viet.
ham withdrew from its terri..
tory. ' :

Until' some rea] measure
of effectiveness is obtained

in the cease-fire, the South-
Vietnamese ang Viet Cong
| officials meeting regularly .
in Paris will face serious dif-
ficulties in plotting their po-
litical future. ‘ .

" Their failure to ‘meet the
90-day deadline for estab-
lishment of a council to or-
ganize elections is itself a
breach of conditions of the
treaty. But by mutua] con-
sent, both sides will tacitly
agree to ignore the tréaty’s
stipulated deadlines in face
of the practical difficulties




