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Civilian‘ Prisoners

‘TradedinVietnam

Saigon ‘

The first exchange of
civiian prisoners held by
the Provisional Revoly-
tionary Government of
South Vietnam (Viet
Cong) and the Saigon govy-
ernment began today —
two hours after the 90-
day deadline set by the
Paris Cease-fire agree-
ment expired.

Saigon military spokes-
man said a planeload of
about 50 civilian captives it
had  held left Bien Hoa air
base north of Saigon for
Communist - held Loc Ninh
town, the release site near
the Cambodian border.

In return the Saigon au-
thorities were to receive 63

pro - Saigon civiliang today

_at the same release site, 30
‘miles north of Saigon.

The exchanges went ahead
without the presence of oh-

Servers from | the Interna-
tional Commis§ion for Con-
trol and Supgrvision, who
have witnessed every other
prisoner releage.

An ICCS spol;!esman said a

team of eight ICCS officials
— two each from Canada,
Hungary, Indonesia and Po.
land — was still waiting for
clearance from’the PRG to
fly to Loc Ninh.
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