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SAIGON (UPD)
North Vietnam has slowed
its movement of troops and
war material into South
Vietnam in the past three
weeks, sending instead gov-
ernment technocrats to help
the Viet Cong administer
Communist controlled areas,
diplomatic sources said yes-
terday.

The move indicates that
the Communists are prepar-
ing for a massive political
action campaign in South
Vietnam, Allied intelligence
officials say.

“However, they will keep
their options open for a ma-
jor escalation of military ac-
tivity if the political cam-
paign fails,”” the diplomatic
source said.

“They have been seunding
down whole teams of ex-
perts in city management —
stenographers,
tors, political cadres and
technicians such as people
who know how to run power
and water plants,” one
source said.

The source said from 40 to
60 percent of the North Viet-
namese infiltration so far
this month has involved ci-
vilian rather than soldiers.

“These are North Viet-
namese,” he said. “They
are being sent down because
the PRG (Viet Cong Provi-
sional Revolutionary Gov-
ernment) have proven them-
selves too incompetent to
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iThe source cited the infil-
tration as further evidence
of -the Viet Cong’s lack of .
competence in administra-
tion and technical matters.

Communist and South
Vietnamese government in-
fantry and armored units
clashed at mid-day yester-
day near the Cambodian
frontier; 100 miles west of
the capital, the Saigon Com-
mand said.

The command said 35
Communists and two gov-
ernment soldiers were killed
and 14 Saigon soldiers were
wounded. The battle round-
ed off the second week of
heavy fighting near Hon
Ngu, a Mekong River town.




