Some U'S. Otficials
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Face Vietnam Reds
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PHNOM PENH, Cambodia, |
April 20 — Official Americani
sources. here said today that
since the Vietnam cease - fire
three months ago, there hasl
been no @Bcumented evidence
that Vietnamese Cémmunisté
troops are serving in combat|
roles in Cambodia. |
The statement is a direct
contradiction of the official
Cambodian Government posi-
tion that enemy forces in this
country are chiefly Vietnamese.
It also appeared to conflict
with the reason given by Sec-
retary of Defense Elliot L.
Richardson for continued Amer-
ican bombing in Cambodia. He
said that the object of the
bombing was to force North
Vietnam to honor Article 20 of
the Paris agreement and with-
draw its troops from Cambodia.!

The American sources, ques-
tioned by reporters about the
apparent contradictions, de-
clined comment.

In some parts of Cambodia,
Vietnamese Communists may
be serving with Cambodian in-
surgent units as advisers, the
sources said,” and regular Viet-
namese Communist units con-
tinue to operate in the border

.

I
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areas of Cambodia against Sai-
gon Government troops.

But, the sources maintained,
current insurgent attacks on the
Kampot area of the coast on

the Gulf of Siam, the town of
Takeo, south of here, and the
approaches to Phnom Penh it-
self, are entirely the work of
Cambodian insurgents and not
of Vietnamese.

One source said that the Vieét-

. | namese influence on Cambodian

insurgent forces was continuing
to decline. That assessment has
been corroborated in recent
weks by Cambodian officers in
the field and by residents of
villages in combat areas.

Areas Heavily Bombed

Kampot, Takeo and. the ap-
proaches to the capital are all
areas in which American raids

.|by tactical fighter-bombers and

by B-52’s have been particular-
ly heavy in recent weeks. It is
clear, therefore, that American
bombing has been intended not

{so much to drive out the Viet-

mese as to sustain the feeble
resistance offered by the forces

" |of President Lon Nol to an

indigenous  insurgent army
dominated by Communist-led

units, :
The proximity of insurgent

“|forces to the capital was un-

derscored by heavy fighting
within a mile of the suburban
town of Takhmau, only seven
miles from downtown Phnom
Penh.

Street fighting and mortar

 |duels were under way just be-

yong the town on the banks of
the Tonle Sap River this after-

noon, However the military
headquarters in Takhmau was

shells and several infantry at-
tacks. Enemy activity there has
been frequent . without so far
actually overrunning or even
seriously damaging Takhmau.
The American sources reit-
erated the belief that the Cam-
bodian insurgents themselves
were not homogeneous in po-
litical orientation—that some
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Fighting was reported in
Takhmau, Takeo, Kampot.

gents was declining steadily,
said: “We always know when
Vietnamese are around — their
presence around here is as no-
ticeable as yours. No Vietnam-
ese have been fighting us here
for months.”

At Cambodian Army high-
command  headquarters in
Jakkman, Col. Khieu An, Chief
of Staff for Government forces
‘lin Kandal Province, said in an
interview that heavy pressure
on the shattered and deserted
village of Siem Reap, sever
miles south of Phnom Penh, had|
forced defenders to withdraw. |
They moved about a mile east
along the road to Jakkman, the
colonel said.

At that point, he said, the
Government troops Wwere re-
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factions.

Earlier this week the Cam-
ordered

bodian Government

HONOLULU, April 20 (UPI)

reporters to refer to the enemy|__ An Air Force Phantom jet

in all cases as Vietnamese
Communists. The Government

was reported missing in Cam-

censors references to “Cam- bodia by the United States

bodian

namese.”

insurgents,”
gents,” .or even “Communist
forces” unmodified b

“insur-|Pacific command today.

The command said that the

y “Yiet— plane had been participating

in raids in Cambodia Wednes-

The American sources esti- day when it disappeared, Search
mated that there were about|operations have been unsuc-
40,000 North Vietnamese and cessful, and both crew members
Vietcong troops| in Cambodia, have been declared missing.

including those in the border

were Communists and some

The Phantom was the second!

area adjoining South Vietnam.|Ameri an pl

Of the total, not more than a in %'gngocgaan;ngzp%r}f:d \}ﬁ’i
third are combat troops, the|nam cease-fire was declared on
sources said, and those are not|y,, 23 On April 7 the com-
interested in Phnom Penh and|p.nq reported that an obser-
maybe not even in Cambodia.|yation plane had been shot

Doubt Threat| to Capital

There are 10 or 15 hostile [
struck earlier this week by 50 battalions of 100 to 400 men|American
each within a 25-mile redius|T2ids against suspected Com-
of Phnom Penh, the sources s
said, but no Vietnamese troops|day for the 44th day. The com-

were known to be with those{Mand said routinely that the
units. The hostile force, the|raids were conducted at the

sources said, poses no immedi-|request of the Cambodian Gov-|
ate threat to Phnom Penh even|érnment but gave mno other de-
in terms of demolition attacks.|tails.

A villager south of here, back-
ing the statements that Viet- ducted today day over Laos, it

down and the pilot killed.
The command also said that
planes continued

munist positions in Cambodia to

No air operations were con-

namese influence on the insur-ladded,

infqr_ced and were holding a
position along the road.

© “We are getting the Ameri-
can support we need and I am
not worried about = the sit-
uation,” the colonel said.

' Siem _Reap—not,’oo be con-
fused with the Siem Reap that
Is near Angkor Wat—has heen
fought over many times and
was abandoned by its perma-
nent residents months ago. All
Its houses were destroyed long|
ago, though vines with brilliant
red and purple blossoms still|-
BIOW on the stilted foundationg
of the buildings.

Meanwhile, it wag reported
that Cambodian Government
forces |carried out a .reinforce-
ment by sea yesterday for the
hard-pressed troops defending
Kampot, on the Guif of Siam.
Ships were said to have
brought in a battalion from
the small port of Ream, 40
r;ges I;ygst, aniifmore troops

€re bheing airlifte -
ks todelly. z d to Kam

On Tuesday troops identified
as Cambodian insurgents forced
elemept;s of two Government
battalions to abandon the for-
mer resort town of Kep. The
defenders have been forced to
withdraw westward in the di-
rection of Kampot. Kampot is
an important regional popula-
tion center, and its loss would|
be serious. At last report Gov-
.ernmen‘} troops seemed to he

holding their ground.

Rebe] |troops alsg continued
to attack the encircled prov-
ince capital of Takeo, 40 miles
south of Phnom Penh, but the
defenders were said to be well
supplied and in no immediate
danger, :




