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SEATTLE, April 19 (AP)—
Prisoners of war returning from
Southeast Asia have been used
for political ends rather than
being treated according to their
mental health needs, according
to a report prepared for the
American Psychological Asso-
ciation.

“The P.O.W.’s have been as-
signed the role of heroes in a
war that has no heroes—the
central role in an elaborate
drama staged to provide justifi-
cation for the President’s policy,
to create an illusion of victory
and to arouse a sense of patri-
otic fervor,” the report said.

The author is Dr. Herbert
Kelman of Battelle Northwest,
part of the Batelle Memorial
Foundation, which is engaged

in several research projects fi-

nanced through Federal grants.

Dr. Kelman said the psycho-
logical association’s Board of
Social and [Ethical Responsi-
bility “has been stymied in
efforts to obtain any informa-
tion which would put to rest
the fears of psychological ma-
nipulation or psychological mis-
treatment.”

He said the board had been
given the run-around when try-
ing to find out how psychia-
trists decided when to release a
prisoner. The psychiatrists said

to ask the Pentagon and the

Pentagon said to ask the psy-
chiatrists, he reported.

Dr. Kelman said that the sort
of quiet, private homecoming

recommended | by psychologists|’
with Operation Homecoming|:
and adopted by the Prisoner of|!

War-Missing |in Action Task

Force had been discarded, ap-|,

parently because of political
and public relations objectives.
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