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U.S. Seeking
Viet Accord

Wlthout Gl

By Michael Getler .
Washington Post Staff Writer

High-ranking military and
civilian officials said yester-
day-that the United Stafes is
working to bring about compli-
ance with the Vietnam cease-|
fire agreements in every way |
short of further U.S. mlhtary
involvement.

From a purely mlhtary[
standpoint, Pentagon analysts
expressed the view that North|
Vietnam’s buildup in the!
south and the contined flght-'F
ing in Cambodia, while serious!
violations of the cease-fire,
did not pose a threat to South
Vietnam’s survival that was.
large enough or apparent en-:
ough at this time to require a
renewal of U.S. bombing.

On the other hand, White
House annoyance with Hanoi
for ‘its actions in the South
and Cambodia is such that no
official would prediet whether
President Nixon mlght eventu-
ally involve U.S. airpower in
retaliation for the cease-fire
violations.

In general, however, high-
level Pentagon  observers.
tended to play down the pros-.
pects of a U.S. military re-
sponse.

They indicated that some
step-up in the continuing U.S.
air attacks in Cambodia was ‘a
possibility, as was the pros-
pect: that South Vietnamese
gunboats and planes might es-
cort some supply convoys to|
the = beleagured Cambodian
capital of Phnom Penh, .

The prospect of a sizable
South Vietnamese ground at-
tack in Cambodia, however,
was viewed as unhkely among
military analysts who ex-'
pressed doubts that Salgons
troops could break a siege by
scattered 'and small Cambo-
dian Communist units without
getting bogged down for a
long time outsuie their own
borders.

Several factors go into the
Pentagon s overall military as-
sessme*nt of the situation fac-|
ing Salgon ;

X’Vj&'ﬂe the Defense Depart-
memt on” Weﬂnesday“f‘f"f

to levels at least as h1gh as be-
fore last spring’s big offensive,
military officials say the
movement of heavy artillery,
tanks, .anti-aircraft guns and
troops has tapered off sharply
since March.

Supplies continue to move
‘Into the south, but mostly by
trucks believed to be carrying
food, fuel and ammunition for
stockpllmg

Most of the buildup is com-
pleted, in this estimate, and

Hanoi would probably have to

add considerably to its esti-
mated 160,000 to 170,000 .man
force: in the south to effec-
t1vely handle much more ar-
mor or artillery.

While force i levels are re-
stored, Pentagon estimates are
that 1t would still take Hanoi

from four to - exght months
imore before 'it" could effec-
tively integrate its new equip-
ment, men and units in the
tsouth to work as well as the
invasion force of last spring.

This factor, in combination
‘ with the approaching May-Oc-|
-tober monsoon season, leads
many analysts to believe that
a new major offensive could
.not come before next Decem-
ber, if Hanoi is planning such
an offensive—a point on
which there is no agreement.

The situation in Cambodia
is bad, but officials point out
that eastern Cambodia has' al-
ways been a Communist sanc-
tuary. Militarily, a crumbling
in Cambodia would increase
the feeling of isolation of Sai-
gon’s troops and might reopen
the supply port of Kompong
Som to the Communists. But
South Vietnam’s navy, Penta-
gon alalysts suggest, could
probably keep that port
closed.

If another offensive does
come, it will be between two
forces somewhat different

(than those that met last

failed Pentagon assessment,
‘Hanoi- has between 300 and

cludes Saigon.

| than moved into the south to
‘support the spring offensive.
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spring. Generally overlooked,
7 U.S. cofficials, is the im-
provements made in ‘Saigon’s
forces.. But [Hanoi’s armies
have a different look, too.:
According to a more de-

400 longrange 122-mm and
130-mm artillery guns in the‘
south, about 100 more than

last spring. A few dozen are

deployed for the first time in'
the military region that in-

The number of tanks angd ar-
mored vehicles is placed at
more than 500, about 100 more
than were ever actually. en-
gaged last year. The 1,100 or
so antiaircraft guns to protect
supply bases, are several more

U.S. officials concede that
the North Vietnamese built up
their forces faster than was
anticipated. They say it is still
uncertain how much in sup-
plies is hidden in the south or
stockpiled in the nortH, al-
though these are “soft” esti-
mates which reportedly indi-
cate that most of the war ma-
terial ‘stockpiled in the north
has been moved southward,

Some supplies, though not
necessarily tanks or guns, are
still arriving from the Soviet
Union and China. The United
States is pressing te get Mos-
cow and Peking to halt arms
deliveries and to pressure Ha-
noi not to send what it still
has stockpiled southward as
well as to end the fighting.

But estimates of Moscow’s
leverage with Hanoi vary, and
some officials suggest _the
Communist superpowers have
to keep some supplies coming
to Tretain whatever: leverage
they do have with North Viet-
nam, -




