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By JOHN W. FINNEY

Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, April 12—
Senator John C. Stennis, chair-
man of the Senate Armed Serv-
ices Committee, called today
for the adoption of war-pow-
ers legislation that he said
prevent the President from re-
introducing military forces into
Vietnam without Congressional
consent. |

The Senator, who in the past|
has strongly supported Presi-
dent Nixon on Indochina,
seemed to take issue indirect-:
ly with the Administration’s
argument that the President has
residual authority, growing out
of the Vietnam war, to resume
military action against North
Vietnam if it violates the case-
fire accord negotiated in Paris.

Mr. Stennis, a Mississippi
Democrat, made his points in a
statement drafted at Walter
Reed Army Hospital where he
is recovering from gunshot
wounds suffered after being
robbed in January.

Extension of Authority

As defined by officials, in
particular, Secretary of Defense
Elliot L, Richardson, the Ad-
ministration’s argument rests o
the premise that as long as
the cease-fire is not observed,
the hostilities are continuing in
South Vietnam, and that there-
fore, the President has the same
authority he had during the
war to take military action
to achieve a cease-fire.

In the Stennis statement filed

were

enacted, the Senator
argued, the President could not
recommit forces to military ac-

tions in those three countries
without Congressional approval
in advance.

At the insistence of Senator
stennis — who is one of 60
Senate co-sponsors of the bill—
the legislation contains a pro-
vision specifying that the Con-

gressional restrictions shall not
apply to hostilities in which

American forces are involved
t the time the bill is enacted.
In line with this provision,
Senator Stennis specifically ex-
empted the present bombing in
Cambodia from the coverage of
the legislation. To that extent,
he declined to join some of his
Senate colleagues, particularly
members of the Foreign Reia-
tions Committee, who have
been challenging the President’s
authority to continue bombing
in Cambodia now that: Ameri-
can. forces have been with-
drawn from South Vietnam.-
The war-powers bill would
define and place limits on the

President’s authority to commit|:

American forces in the absence

of a declaration of war by Con-|"
gress. It would authorize the|

President to order military ac-
tions in certain emergency sit-
uations, such as an attack on

American troops, but even then|:
hostilities|*

specifies that the
could not be continued more
than 30 days without Congres-
sional approval.

Similar legislation passed

the Senate last year but died in
a Senate-House conference. In
the House, the Foreign Affairs
subcommittee put off until next
week attempts to draft its own
new version of the war-powers
legislation.

Senator Stennis’s statement
was interpreted as an indica-
tion that his support of Presi-
dential policies may not be

Stennis Backs War-Power Limits,but Would Exclu

Government is to have the peo-
ple participate in the major de-
cision of whether we are to
have war or peace. The only
practical way for the people
to participate is through their
elected representatives — the
Congress.

The foreign Relations Com-

mittee heard arguments today
that the situations

in Cam-

forthcoming and automatic now
that American forces are with-/interrelated from = Charles N.
drawn from Vietnam. ° :|Brower, the acting legal ad-

In particular, according to|viser of the State Department,
aides, Mr. Stennis was desirous|who ssaid that there was con-
of challenging the Administra-|stitutional and legal authoriza-
tion’s concept that Vietnam and|tion for continued bombing in
Cambodia are “all one war.”  |Cambodia. Mr. Brower appear-

“In the long run,” Mr. Sten- e —————
nis said, “the only stable basis|
for continued confidence in our¥

bodia and South Vietnam were
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with the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, which is
holding hearings on the war-

“In my opihign we are not cur-
rently ‘involved’ in hostilities in
South Vietnam, North Vietnam
or Laos.”

powers billj the Senator said,|:

Thus, if the war-powers bill

2d in place of Secreatry of
State William Rogers, who in-
formed the committee that he
was "too busy" to testify.

Mr. Brower gauad tsat the
President's Constitutional
authority was not "Fundamentally
changed" by the Paris Peace
agreement and, that therefore,
the fresident had authority to
"wind up operations" in the
"last little corner" of the war,
in Cambodia.

Senator Jacob K. Javits, Repub-
lican of New York, responded
that the fresident "can't make

authority by declaring three
pringip es oP

1
eight principles.



