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VIETCONG BLANED |

- INGOPTER ATTACK|

Canada Rejects Assertion
Truce Aircraft Strayed
- —Threatens Pullout
| NYTin 1973
t By SYLVAN FOX
Special to The New York Times !
SAIGON, South Vietnam,|
Tuesday, April 10—Canada’s
highest-ranking military official
here has rejected Vietcong as-|
sertion that two helicopters
carrying  representatives  of|
the international peace-keeping

Saturday because they had
strayed off their prescribed-
course. .

Only hours before the offi-
cial, Maj. Gen. Duncan A. Mac-
Alpine, made his remarks
yesterday, another shooting in-
cident involving such helicop-
ters occurred in the Mekong
Delta. .

[In Washington, a White *
House spokesman said Mon- '
day that President Nixon
views as “extremely serious” '
armed attacks on clearly
marked helicopters of the In-
ternational Commission of
Control and Supervision, The %
Associated Press reported. In
Ottawa, External Affairs Sec- :
retary Mitchell W. Sharp said
that Canada would withdraw
from the commission unless '
operating conditions “improve ;
very substantially.”] :

In the second such incident,
a helicopter of the Two-Party

Joint Military Commission, esy

- me

commission were shot downj:

s
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leorting a copter of the interna-
{tional commission, came under
‘small-arms fire over a Com-
|munist-held area in the delta.

The military commission’s heli-
copter was damaged slightly
but no one was reported
injured.

Nine men—four representa-
tives of the International Com-
mission of Control and Super-
vision, two Vietcong liaison
officers and three helicopter
crewmen, two of them Amer-

J|icans—were Killed in the inci-

dent Saturday. The aircraft
were on their way to inspect
new international commission
facilities in an area of north-
ernmost Quang Tri Province
under Communist control: one
helicopter was struck by a
Communist missile and crashed
into the side of a mountain.

At a news conference Gener-
al MacAlpine, who heads the
Canadian military delegation to
the international commission,
raised doubts about both the
validity of the Vietcong asser-
tion that the two craft were off
course Saturday and on Com-
munist statements that they
were fired upon because they
were off course.

No Excuse, General Says

“Surely this is no .excuse,”
the general said, emphasizing
that the helicopters, with their
silver-and-black coloring, their
Day-Glow green stripes and
the white letters “ICCS” would

i thave been clearly: recognizable
{from the ground. '

“People who want to see
things in the air have the
optical equipment to see,” Gen-
eral MacAlpine said. “A proper-
v ' miarked I.C.C.S. helicopter
was' the victim of sustained
fire causing tragic loss of life.”

‘The general made his com-

Continued on Page 12, Column,;;:”,i , ments at a news conference at

Tan Son Nhut Airport immedi-
ately after he came back from
Gio Linh, in Quang Tri, where
he and other officials of the
commission had negotiated the
return of the 11 survivors of
the incident and the recovery
of seven of the nine bodies.

He said the other two bodies
had not yet been recovered.

General MacAlpine described
-the negotiations as ‘‘a bargain-
!

Associafed P.r‘ess;”
Maj. Gen. Duncan A. Mac-
Alpine, head of Canadian
delegation to Control
Commission, at his Saigon
news session yesterday.

ing session” with the Vietcong,
saying that the Communists
wanted the commission officials
to sign papers containing a
“certain suggestiveness” about
what had taken place.

It was understood that the
Vietcong, who have repestedly
referred to the helicopter choot-
ings as “an accident,” had
sought to obtain statements
absolving them of blame for
the incidents and that the com-
mission officials refused to sign
such statements.

“We signed for our pople
and the remains of our people,
and that is all we signed,”
General MacAlpine declarsd. He
provided the first reasonably
coherent account of how the
helicopters were shot down,
though many details remain
sketchy. He said that an in-
vestigation had been opened to
clear up those details.

According to his account,
which he said was based on
reports from survivors, the two
helicopters were flying one be-
hind the other, from Gio Linh
to Liao Bao, on the Laotian
border, to inspect the new fa-
cilities| there. At some point
along the way and the precise
point is still a matter of con-
tention — the rear helicopter
came under small-arms fire.
Moments later, the front heli-
copter was struck by a missile.

“The pilot saw it go pow!
and a ball of flame,” General
MacAlpine said, referring to the

pilot of the second machine,




[tainside, killing all on board.
The other helicopter, though
damaged by the small-arms fire,
landed some distance away.
General MacAlpine said that
the second craft landed “in
‘rather desperate circumstances’
but that no one aboard was
injured. '

The survivors spent Satur-
day night in a Vietcong hamlet.
On Sunday night, they were
taken to Gio Linh, where they
were . turned over to General
MacAlpine’s group yesterday.

The Vietcong say that the
helicopters were supposed to be
following a corridor, along
Route 9 from Gio Linh to Lao
Bao, this is 4 Kkilometers, or
slightly less than 214 miles, in
width. According to the Viet-
cong, the aircraft “met with an
.accident” at least 25 kilometers
|south of that corridor.

Those killed included one
Canadian member of the inter-
rnational commission, one Indo-
nesian member, two Hungarian
members, two Vietcong liaison
officers and two Americans and
a Filipino, the crewmen.

Vietcong Note Regret

In statements issued yester-
day the Vietcong repeatedly re-
ferred to the Saturday incident
as a “regrettable accident.”

A Vietcong spokesman said
that Maj. Gen. Hoang Anh Tuan,
deputy chief of the Pro-
visional Revolutionary Govern-
ment’s delegation to the two-
party joint Military Commission
had expressed “sincere con-
dolences” to the Hungarian, In-
donesian and Canadian dele-
gations to the . international

commission.
The Vietcong also said they
had instructed their officials in

Quang Tri Province “to conduct
an immediate investigation to
find out the direct cause of
the accident.” They said that
they would work out with the
Saigon Government “specific
measures to avert any recur-

cidents.” )

A Vietcong spokesman de-
nied any knowledge of the
shooting incident yesterday
morning in the Mekong. Delta.
According to Western sources
and to sources in the interna-
tional commission, a helicopter
of the Joint Military Commis-
sion was struck by six rounds
of small-arms fire as it accom-
Ipanied an international com-
| mission copter from Can Tho
to an undisclosed site in-the
delta.

The military commission’s

rence of such regrettable in-|

Vi Thanh, but the passengers

and crewmen, all South Viet-
namese, were safe.

U.S. Deplores Incidents

WASHINGTON, April 9 (AP)
—President Nixon views as
“extremely serious” the armed
attacks on clearly marked heli-
copters of the international
commission in Vietnam, Gerald
L. Warren, the deputy Presi-
gential press secretary, said to-

a

”}Ii‘he State Department, mean-
while, termed the Saturday in-
cident ““a totally callous” flout-
ing of the Vietnam cease-fire
agreement.

John F. King, a department|g

spokesman, said that the
United States “can only con-
demn the incident” and that it
“deeply regrets the loss of life
of the men aboard the helicop-
ter.”

“One can hope,” Mr. King
said, “that perhaps the tragic
results of the violation will fi-
nally persuade the North Viet-
namese and Vietcong of the
compelling need to abide by the
terms of the agreement.”

Canada Threatens Pullout
Special to The New York Times

OTTAWA, April 9 — The
death of a Canadian observer
in Vietnam brought a new
threat from the Government
today to withdraw its 290 men
from the International Com-
mission of Control and Super-
vision.

Mitchell W. Sharp, the Ex-
ternal Affairs Secretary, de-
plored the Vietcong attack Sat-
urday on a commission heli-
copter as a “tragic and un-
necessary incident.”

“Whatever the facts, no cir-

The helicopter hit by thel aircraft was reported forced cumstances should ever justify|its
missile crashed into the moun-|down six miles northwest of|firing on the plane,” said Mr.]

Sharp in reporting to the House
of Commons the death of Capt,
C. E. Laviolette of Quebec. Un-
less conditions in Vietnam “im-
prove very substantially” the
Government will withdraw from
the truce commission, Mr.
Sharp said.

A spokesman for the Con-
servative Opposition| said that
the incident demonstrated the
inability of the Government
here to insure the security of

observers in Vietnam. And
David Lewis, leader of the New
Democratic party, reasserted
his party’s position that the
Canadians should be brought
home before the June 30 dead-
line for Canadian participation
in peace-keeping in Vietnam.

Ten days ago the Govern-
ment extended the original 60--
day “experimental” period for
another 90 days, during which,
it said, it hoped for better oper-
ative conditions for the com-
mission.




