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Red Missile
Shot Down
U.S. Copters

SAIGON — (AP) - A
Communist missile knocked
down one of iwo

American-piloted helicopters
that was lost while carrying

’

11 members of the Interna-

tional Commission of Con-

" trol and Supervision, a com-
mission  source confirmed

today.

The two choppers were re-
ported missing yesterday
while flying reconnaissance
in northwestern Quang Tri
Province.

The commission source
said the last cominunication
the American civilian pilot

ot one of the helicopter had .
with his base was the ex.
clamation: “I’ve heen hit by
a missile and we're goin g

down.”
The two choppers were

missing in the Communist.
dominated northwestern cor-
ner of South Vietnam near
the Laotian border and just
four miles below the demili-

tarized zone.

The Viet Cong claimed

they were conducting a

search for the missing heli-
copters, and they did not im-
mediately permit the inter-

national  commission to
launch its search operation.

A spokesman for the Viet
Cong said: “We are very.
much concerned with this in-
cident, and we will try our
very best to have a full re-

port soon.”

The commission untani-

mously expressed its “grave

concern” Sunday over the
fate of the 19 persons on the

two helicopters.

David Lewis, leader of

Canada’s New Democratic
party, said the incident
proves the Canadian govern-
ment should end participa-
tion in the commission. But
Prime Minister Pierre EI-
liott Trudeau said Canada is
not about to pull out because
of the incident.
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