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WASHINGTON, April 6 w—
President Nguyen Van Thieu
of South Vietnam was reported |-
by his close aides today to|
have asked President Nixon
for an American economic aid
commitment of more than
$700-million  yearly through
1975—with a sharp reduction
after that.

The aides, who are accom-
panying Mr. Thieu on his trip
here, said that economic aid
was now running at $600-mil-
lion to $700-million a year
from all United States sources.
They envisioned a need for a
modest increase in 1974 and
1975 to cover additional recon-
struction efforts. But they
thought that after 1975 the
| South Vietnamese would need
less aid—as little as $100-mil-
lion in 1980.
| In the communiqué issued

ministration promised to seek
continuing economic aid from

‘{but gave no figure,

Foreign Aid Bill Awaited
The foreign aid bill for the
-|fiscal year beginning July 1|
goes to Capitol Hill next week,
and American thinking may
,|become further known then. |
Mr. Thieu, who in an ap-|
pearance before the National
|Press Club, yesterday declined
|to specify his aid request to
Mr. Nixon, continued his hec-!
ftic round of activities today!
|aimed at improving his image:
here and at obtaining contin-
.ued American support in the
‘| postwar period. ;
| In private meetings with
.| prominent Americans, Mr. Thieu
has reportedly remained un-
perturbed about the military
situation in South Vietnam. He
has repeated what he said pub-
licly yesterday—that South
Vietnam -could survive without
y\further American military in-
tervention.

Part of this optimism, it is
’lunderstood, comes from a con-|
Vversation Mr. Thieu held with
‘|Henry A. Kissinger, Mr. Nixon’s
national security adviser, last
October.

At that Saigon meeting, as
‘related by Mr. Thieu, Mr. Kis-
|singer assured the South Viet-
:namese leader -that the United
iStates had an “understanding”
that Moscow and Peking would
|limit the flow of arms to Hanoi
jand would press the North Viet-
‘namese to show military re-

|Continued on Page 11, Column 2
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in San Clemente on Tuesday|
after Mr. Thieu's two days of|,
talks with Mr. Nixon, the Ad-|:

Congress for South Vietnam, |
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straint in the future,

The South Vietnamese have
not been specific about this
“understanding,” and American
officials today refused to com-
ment.

At his news conference on
aJn. 24—the day after he ini-
tialed the Vietnam cease-fire
agreement—Mr. Kissinger was
asked whether there was “any
understanding” with the Soviet
Union or China to help pre-
serve the agreement. -

Mr. Kissinger avoided a di-
rect ‘answer by saying, “It is,
of course, clear that peace in
Indochina requires the self-
restraint of all the major coun-
tries and especially of those

have supplied the wherewithal
for this conflict.”

“We, on our part, are pre-
pared to exercise such re-
straint,” he added. “We believe
that the other countries, the
Soviet Union and the People’s
Republic of China, can make a
very major contribution to
peace in Indochina by exercis-
ing similar restraint.”

Both Moscow and Peking did
join in, the international con-
ference’ on Vietnam that ap-
proved ‘an “act” calling on all

might upset the agreement.

Mr. Thieu, whose Press Club
speech and meetings on Capi-
tol Hill with legislators yester-
day drew him generally favor-
able comments, was highly
praised last: night by Vice
President Agnew at a dinner
at the State Department.

“We believe in you,” Mr.

Agnew said in a toast. “We
believe in you as & President.
We believe in your country-

men that have given their un-|

stinting support.” g

Today Mr. Thieu tape-record- :

ed a television interview for
showing on Sunday, met with
Pierre-Paul Schweitzer, direc-
tor of the International Mone-
tary Fund, and conferred with
Deputy Secretary of State

Kenneth Rush and Secretary|
of Defense Elliot L. Richardson.| '

Mr. Thieu told the Press Club
that his aid requests stemmed

‘|from the need to resettle more

than a million refugees, and

to reconstruct entire cities de-|-
last year’s

stroyed during
heavy fighting.
In addition, he wsaid, jobs

————gey

countries which on all sides!-

powers not to do anything that |

will have to be found for de-
mobilized troops. He also asked
for money to build new schools
and train teachers. )

Mr. Thieu said that a major
effort must| be made also to
make South . Vietnam’s econ-
omy self-sufficient.

“We feel confident that with
our -abundant natural-and hu-
man resources we can take off
in a comparatively short time
provided we are helped in the
beginning,” he said.

Hanoi Criticizes Communiqué :
SAIGON, South Vietnam,

said today that the communi-
qué issued by President Nixon
and President Nguyen Van
Thieu after their meeting in
California proved that the
United States had not ended its
military invelvement in South
Vietnam.

An editorial in Nhan Dan,

April 6 (AP)—North Vietnam|

the Communist party newspa-
per, said that instead the United
States was “plunging itself
deeply into political and eco-
nomic involvement in order to
maintain Thieu as security for
its future resumption of mili-
tary involvement.”

An account of the busy
Washington social schedule of
President Thieu and his wife
wife appears on Page 21.




