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: Brigadier General John
P. Flynn, the highest
ranking U.S. officer to.be
held prisoner of war in
North Vietnam, said yes-
terday that torturers
probably could have
forced him to -shoof  his
own mother.

Fynn, 50, who was pro-
 moted fo brigadier general
" yesterday, told newsmen h

thought any, progagandk
statements wrung from ‘pri-
soners ‘“under torture or
reasonable duress should be

strong as I thought I was,”
he sald

“Up«i"to this point I had a
great ’?deal of confidence in
the toughness of John Peter
Flynn. Suddenly I was inthe
hands of the ‘V’-and the ‘V’
were making me do what
they wanted.

“r J;eahzed I was not as
tough as I thought. I real-
ized :t:hey could brmg me to |
a po:mt where, if they asked |

f;z shoot my mother, I | E‘?

proba Iy would have done it.
act of that reahza-
tion - was 'the. sfoughest thing
that T hadto handle e

estions
colla-

namese W masters at
makin seem-that .a pri-

soner *was cooperati
them: and that “m' 1

cooperatnng were actual-
1y 2

" to

amme

exempt from retribution.”

Flynn, an Air Force colo-
‘nel when his F-105 jet was
brought down over North
Vietnam Oct. 27, 1967, said

he did not want to get into -
details about his own treat- -

ment. He spoke at a news
conference at Keesler Air
Force Base.

; ‘HURT?;'Q; L 5

“The thing that hurt me

» mostpersonally was that

nd got me fo answering
questions I came to thereal-
ization thai I was not as

addltlon, " he sa1d
mak ‘

“It is neither Chmsman nor
military to nag a Tepentant .
sinner to death, ”” he sald

CODE _

He sagd the Code of Con-
duct for. prlson &
everyone . ;
forces learn
tiful in principle, an‘anchor
‘to hold o e)«&invm;-der to keep
themselves stramght

“We senior officers are
gou;g; to form a study group
xamine the doctrine of
the code,’’ he said.
. “We are going tor attempt
to update the doctrine, but I
don’t think we would under-
take a revision of the code.”

He said the study will ex-
such areas as

Whether it is reasonable
for example, for a man to
take heavy torture in order
not to bow — that sort of
thing.”

The military code forbids
& prisoner of war to give

, any information other than

y had tortured me

Have s

Fly ’s comment came aft-
€r repeated questions ahout
whether any charges vvere
contemplated against Amer-
ican POWs who made state-
ments which North Vietnam
used as propaganda.

As the senior officer m the
Hanoi prison, Flynn organ-
ized what came to be 10Wn
as the fourth Allie

“y would hke to report
that the fourth Allied POW
Wing  is closed,” he said,

¢(bu'
ve learned that two
of the wing, both
Thals are still there. We are
terrlbly distressed by this.”
Flynn said one of Ehe men

. was a.Thai sergeant whose

last ‘words to the last man
out were, ‘‘Please tell Col
Flynn to get me. out of

was formed or how it oper-
ated becauise he thought the
techniques used should be
kept secret if poss1
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