He added that the Adminis-
jtration hoped “to reinforce
those elements in North Viet-
nam who see an opportunity
for the constructive ~develop-
ment -of the economy and the
opportunity to--meet long-de-
ferred domestic needs.”

Asked about the Constitu-
tional justification for ‘the
Cambodian bombing, Mr. Rich-

But Mr. Richardson repeated
the Administration’s concern
over violations of the Vietnam
cease-fire agreement by Hanoi
and went further than President
Nixon in holding out the pos-
sibility. of renewed bombing
and other military action
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U.S. BOMBING CONTINUES

Defense Chief Says Attacks
Are Aimed at a Truce—

Thieu Arriv_ing for Talks
NYTimes ——-

By BERNARD GWERTZMAN
Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, April 1—Sec-
retary of Defense Elliot L.
Richardson today defended the
continuing American bombing
of Cambodia as necessary to
keep the anti-Communist Gov-
ernment of President Lon Nol
alive and to pressure Commu-
nist forces' into  accepting 'a
cease-fire there, as they have
in Vietnam and Laos.
Appearing on the National
Broadcasting Company program
Meet the Press, Mr. Richardson
said that “it would be very.dif-
tficult” for the Cambodian Gov-
jernment to survive without
American air support because
of what he called “a massive
threat by well-armed, well-
organized  guerrilla  forces,

Vietnam itself.”

As Mr. Richardson was
speaking, the United States Pa-
cific command in Honolulu an-
nounced that heavy bombers
and tactical aircraft again
struck 'Communist positions in
Cambodia today. Command
sources said that the level of
bombing was about the same as
in the last several weeks.

[President Nguyen Van
Thieu wof South Vietnam
headed for Los Angeles Sun-
day for two days of talks
. with President Nixon. It was
Mr. Thieu’s first visit as Presi-
dent to the United States
mainland. Page 3.]

Goes Further Than Nixon

The continued bombing of
Cambodia has come under
strong criticism from senators
of both parties who have
argued that there was question-
able justification for American
‘military involvement in Cam-
bodia—or elsewhere in Indo-
china—now tha all American
military forces have left South
Vietnam.

which include forces from North

violations became a threat to
peace.

Asked if among the “mean-
ingful options” open to Mr.
Nixon, should he decide that
the situation was “getting out
of hand,” were the renewed
mining- of North Vietnamese
harbors or the bombing of mili-
tary targets in the Hanoi-Hai-

|that-this will not be necessary.”

fconcept of giving aid to Hanoi

told by returning American

phong ‘area, Mr. Richardson

said:
Implied Threat Conceded

“I wouldn’t care to specu-
late, but you have certainly
identified among the kinds of
‘things that could be done. You
know one could include any
of the things that have been

done in the past.” )
In accusing Hanoi of violat-

ing the cease-fire by infiltrat-
ing men and supplies from the
North into South Vietnam, Mr.
Nixon had said that the North
Vietnamese “should have no

doubt as to the consequences

if- they fail to comply with the

agreement.”

In the past, Administration
spokesmen have refused to be
specific.on the possible conse-
quences, but have not denied
that Mr. Nixon’s remarks con-
tained an implied threat to re-
new the bombing. Today, Sec-
retary Richardson, asked if he
meant to say that Hanoi and

Continued on Page 5, Column 4

Continued From Page 1, Col. 8§
Haiphong might ‘again be
{bombed, replied: “I was merely
noting the point that if ‘you are:
identifying possible courses of
action, you have to include as
possible all of the things: that
have been done by way of U.S.
air action, or other interdiction
action, and so on, in the past.”
At another point, Mr. Rich-
ardson was asked for assur-
ances that the United States|'
would “never, under any cir-
cumstances,”  send militaryi.
forces back to Indochina.
Consistent with the Admin-
istration’s  often-stated desire
not to tip its hand to Hanoi,
Mr. Richardson replied: “No. I
cannot give any categorical as-
surance. Obviously, the future
holds ' possible developments
that ar eunforeseeable now. But
certainly we very much hope

; Aid to.North Defended
Mr. Richardson defended the|

—something opposed by many
members of Congress.

-Asked whether, in light of
the “rather horrifying tales”

prisoners .about treatment in
North ‘Vietnamese prisons, and
the' increased infiltration ‘into
the:south, “you really believe
we tan bribe Hanoi ‘into being
peac¢eful?” Mr, Richardson did
not “discuss the treatment of
prisoners, -but said: “I don’t

think it is a question of brib-
er,y.u‘ s :

{against North Vietnam if the ardson answered,  “I  don’t

think it is difficult unless you
are lcoking for some line in
the Constitution that deals spe-
cifically with this kind of situ-
ation.

“Basically, I believe that our
Constitutional authority rests
on the circumstances that we
are coming out of a 10-year
period of conflict. This is” the
windup. The fighting in Cam-
bodia is a kind of residue: it
is the area where least of all
there is now being observed
the provisions of the agree-
ments entered into in Paris.”

PHNOM PENH, . Cambodia,
April 1 (Reuters)—Communist
forces attacked the provincial
capital of Takeo in .southern
Cambodia and kept a strangle-
hold on the supply routes to
‘| Phnom Penh. g &

A Cambodian military spokes--

jman did not report any posi-
Ition evacuated or overrun, and
ino other details weére given of
{the Dbattle at the town 42 miles
‘south of the capital,

The Communists have cut
Route 2 from ‘Phnom Penh to
Takeo during the last few days
and overrun outlying positions
around the town of about
2(_),000. Meanwhile, the Mekong
River, the capital’s main means
of supply, remained closed to.
shipping. |

Government  officials said|

{that gasoline rationing would

probably be imposed tomorrow
as stocks in Phnom Penh
dwindled.

The military spokesman said
that four ground attacks took|
place along the banks of the
Mekong last night, the closest
about 12 miles east of Phnom
Penh, .

JFighting was also reported
during the day along the capi-
|tals other supply line, Route 4
'leading to Kompong Som, Cam-
bodia’s chief port.




