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SAIGON, South Vietnam,
Thursday, March 29—Two days
before departing on a trip to
the United States, President
Nguyen Van Thieu formally in-
augurated a new political party
yesterday in an effort to con-
solidate his control over South
Vietnam.

The Democracy party, Mr.
Thiew's organization, has a
membership estimated at half a
million and is one of only three
parties to survive the Govern-
ment’s strict new law regulat-
ing political organization. Sev-
enteen other parties including
all Buddhist and leftist and
most older nationalist groups,
were officially dissolved under
the law, which came into effect
Tuesday.

In a busy day of politicking,
Mr. Thieu also dedicated three
monuments to be built in down-
town Saigon to commemorate
South Vietnamese, American
and other allied soldiers who
died in the war, ’

At the site of the Freedom
Fighter Memorial in Freedom
Square, Mr, Thieu said, “I am
laying the cornerstone to this
monument to express our peo-
ple’s gratefulness toward those
allied countries who sent their
sons here to help us fight
against Communist aggression.”

Bunker and Weyand Present

Ambassador Ellsworth Bunk-
er, Gen. Fredrick C. Weyand,|
commander of United States
forces in iVetnam, and the Ca-|
nadian and Indonesian delegates
to the International Commission|
for Control and Supervision|
were present. The Polish and|
Hungarian delegates did mnot|
attend.

Speaking at the Democracy|
party’s first national conven-
tion, Mr. Thieu said that its
main objective would be to com-
pete with the Communists in
the national elections required
under the Paris agreement and
to “point out to the people the
Communist danger.”

The convention, which elect-
ed Mr. Thieu party chairman,
was attended by about 1,000
delegates from throughout the
country, many of them local

government officials, It was|,
held in the Rex Cinema, a mod-|.
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confusion.

In Preparation a Year

Preparations for the formal
of the Democracy
party have gone on for over a
year, but Vietnamese saw sig-
nificance in [President Thiews
choosing to inaugurate the party
he final American
military withdrawal from Viet-
nam and his own departure for
a meeting with President Nixon.

Mr., Thieu has long been
under pressure from the Amer-
ican Embassy to broaden his
base of support, particularly
aces the prospect
of elections with the Commu-
nists. While he has so far re-
tempts to make
him bring opposition figures
into his Government, he has
interest in the
organization of the Democracy
party, apparently banking on
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edifice in down-
town Saigon,|decorated with an
enormous Democra

The flag—a red star on a
yellow background—is the re.|
verse of the familiar North Viet-
namese yellow star against a
red background, causing many
passing Vietnamese to gape in

Cy party flag.

o knowledgeable
organizers from
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owerful province
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lies, complete with parades and
banquets, have been held in
nearly all provinces and cities.

Since many if not most of
the party’s members have ap-
parently joined out of concern
for their jobs, there has been
some question about the party’s
real power to compete with the
Communists.

3 Months to Meet Terms

Whatever its popular appeal,
the Democracy party was given
a major lift by the law govern-
ing political activity, which Mr.
Thieu passed just before his
emergency decree powers ex-|
pired last December.

Under the law, which gave
political groups three months to
meet its requirements, all par-
ties must have chapters in at
least a quarter of South Viet-
nam’s 2,130 villages, and each
chapter must include 5 per cent|
of the registered voters in the
area.

The law also stipulates that
to avoid being dissolved a party
must win at least 20 per cent
of the 136 seats in the National
Assembly and also win 20 per
cent of the national vote cast
for the Senate. Senators are
elected at large.

The only other parties to sur-
vive were the Freedom party,
consisting of several well-organ-
ized Roman Catholic groups,
and the Democratic Socialist
party, made up of the Workers-
Farmers party and several small

bers. Lavish ral-

pro-Government groups.




