U3, WILL GONTINUE
RAIDS INGANBODIA
TIL A CEASE-FIRE

- TWARZB 1973
White House Links a Halt in

‘Bombing With the End of
Attacks by Communists

FULBRIGHT IS CRITICAL

He Questions the President’s
Constitutional Authority

—May Call Hearings
.NYf%nes

By JOHN W. FINNEY
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, March 27—
The White House said today
that the United States would
contifiue bombing in Cambodia
until the Communist forces in
that country stopped their mili-
tary operations and agreed to
a cease-fire,

The Nixon Administration’s
position was outlined by the
White House press secretary,
Ronald L. Ziegler, in response
to questions as to how long
the United States intended to
continue air operations in Cam-
bodia and what the President’s
constitutional authority for or-
dering such raids was.

In Cambodia, the consensus
of Cambodian and foreign mili-
tary experts is that without
heavy daily bombing, rocketing
and strafing of insurgent forces
by United States aircraft, the
Cambodian Army would col-
lapse. [Page 7.]

Mr. Ziegler did not directly
address the question of the
Presidential authority. Rather,
he emphasized that the opera-
tions were being conducted in
response to a request from the
Government of President Lon
Nol. .,

Divisions Are Described

“The Cambodian Government :

has asked for our air support
to assist Cambodian forces in
resisting the Communists’ of-
fensive,” Mr. Ziegler said at the
daily-White House briefing, “At
such time as there is a cease-
fire in Cambodia, the United
States will adhere to that cease-
fire agreement.”

The White House appeared to
face new conflict with some
of its critics in Congress. Sen-
ator J. W. Fulbright, chairman
of the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, issued a . statement
demanding that the Adminis-
tration provide a public ex-
planation on the purpose and
authority for continued military
activities in Cambodia.

“Unless a full, forthcoming
statement is made shortly,” the
Senator said, “I see no other
course than a full public hear-
ing with the Secretary of State
to explore this subject in
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was asked, in view of
the repeal of the
Tonkin Gulf resolu-
tion, what legal
Justification he had
for continuing an
undeclared war in
Vietnam.

Mr. Nixon replied
that "the President
of the United States
has the constitution-
al right - not only
the right, but the
responsibility - to
use his powers to
protect American
forces when they are
engaged in military
actions."

If the bombing in
Cambodia continues
after Thursday
[29 Mar], when all
United States troops
are to have left
Vietnam, there are
indications there
will be; Congression-
al outery centering
on the question of
the President's
constitutional
avthority.



