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Pullout Delay

Nixon Stands
Firm on POWs
Held in Laos

L.A. Tiines Service

Kéy Biscayne, Fla.

President Nixon reacted yesterday to Commu-
nist foot-dragging on the freeing of the final nine
U.S. prisoners of war, captured in Laos, by strongly
reaffirming that American troops will remain in
Vietnam until all American POWs in Indochina are

released.

At the same time, in a
statement from presiden-
tial Press Secretary Ron-
ald Ziegler, Mr. Nixon
said that unless those nine
are freed by the Wednes-
day deadline, Hanoi: will
have failed to comply with
both the formal, broad Vi-
etnam peace agreement
and its informal promise
to see that the nine Amer-

icans held by the Commu-

nist Pathet Lao are re-
leased.

In effect, Mr. Nixon tied
the nine men — seven mili-

tary and two missionaries, -

according to State Depart-
ment officials — to U.S.
troop withdrawals just as if
they had been eaptured in
North or South Vietnam
rather than in Laos.

The implication was that
unless the nine are freed by
Wednesday, along with 139
other Americans in the final
batch of U.S. POWSs, all oth-
er provisions of the peace

agreement — mcluding U.S.
willingness to help in Han-
oi’s economic recovery —
will be jeopardized. o
In Saigon today, the U.S.
delegation to the four party
Joint Military Commission
relayed to North Vietnam
and the Viet Cong President
Nixon’s message on Ameri-
can froop withdrawal,
At a meeting of the chiefs
of delegations to the com-
mission, the senior U.S. rep-

resentative, Major General -

Gilbert H. Woodward, re-
ferred to the White House

-statement issued yesterday

and told the Communist del-
egations:

“There will be no further

withdrawals of U.S. forces
until U.S. and free world
personnel are returned to
us.”

The nine men in Laos
were not covered in the for-
mal U.S.-Vietnamese agree-
ment. But Mr. Nixon and his

See Back Page

“INIXON

From Page 1

assistant, Henry Kissinger,
said from the start that Han-
oi had promised their re-
lease¢ within the same 60-day
period of American withdra-
wal and U.S. POW release in
Vietnam. This period ends
‘Wednesday:.

About 8000 U.S. troops re-
main in Vietnam, the White
House estimated yesterday.

The President’s statement
followed word from Saigon
that the Viet Cong will free
their final 32 American pris-
oners today and that Hanoi
will free its last 107 tomor-
row and Wednesday. Ig-
nored in the Communist lists
were the nine in Laos.

Earlier, North Vietnam
had said that the Pathet Lao
agreed to free the nine but
no time or place was set.

Another complication in
the release of the last Amer-
ican prisoners from the Viet-
nam war was the Viet Cong
demand, made when it
presented its lists of U.S
prisoners, that the 159 Ma-
rine guards at the U.S. em-
bassy in Saigon he with-
drawn from the country at
the same time that the 825
U.S. officers who form the
U.S. team to the Joint Mili-
tary Commission.

The U.S. has refused this
demand. :




