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IThe government of Pierre El-
liott Trudeau was misled by
U.S. State Department offi-
cials last October into believ-
ing that the signing of the
Paris = ceasefire agreement
hinged almost exclusively on
Canadian -acceptance of a
'peace-keeping role ' in Viet-
nam, according to reliable
sources in Ottawa.

This misleading information
put tremendous moral pres:

sure on Canada and forced-the

Trudeau government to make
a reluctant commitment to the
four-nation International Com-
mission fer Control and Su-
pervision set up by the agree-
ment, these sources said.

This commitment was made
by External Affairs Secretary
Mitchell Sharp on Nov. 2, at
which time Canada had been
given no details about the
draft cease-fire agreement
then under negotiation be-

" tween Washington and Hanoi.
Specifically, Canada was told
nothing about arrangements
for the truce commission in
which it was asked to partici-
pate together with Poland,
|Hungary, and Indonesia.

The realization, soon after,

.of External Affairs

MITCHELL SHARP
. bressured by U.S.

that the information disclosed
by the State Department was
false has immensely compli-
cated Canada’s decision on a
pullout from the already lameé
ICCS. "

The Canadian Department
is no
longer confident that what Ot-
tawa is told by U.S. officials is
an accurate reflection of the
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Nixon administration’s-inten-
tions in Vietnam.

"This murky episode in U.S.-
Canada relations was recently
disclosed by reliabe sources
who refrained, however, from
accusing State Deprtment of-
ficials of outright lying.

/They said that soon after
White House adviser Henry
Kissinger’s “peace is at hand”
press conference Oct. 25, Ot-
tawa was told by William Sul-
livan, deputy assistant secre-
tary of state for East Asian
and Pacific affairs,| that the
conclusion of the |cease-fire
agreement then being negoti-
ated in Paris Wdepended on
Canada’s willingness to be a
member of the proposed su-

~ pervision commission. Cana-

dian officials were |told that
Poland, Hungary and Indone-
sia, were already committed to
the new ICCS, the implication
being that Canada| was the
only odd man out.

‘Similar arguments were
used by Assistant Secretary of
State Marshall Green in talks
with Canadian officials, after
they attended memorial serv- !
ices for former |President
Harry S. Truman.

These U.S. pressures were
successful. Sharp interrupted

hasty consultations with hxc
diplomatic advisers. On Nov.
2 Sharp announced:

“The parties concerned ap-

pear to have concluded that!

+% when a cease-fire goes into ef-

fect in Vietnam, there should |

be some form of international
presence immediately on the
cround to participate in such:

supervisory functions as may
be required.
Geneva Conference

“To meet this situation,
therefore, the government of
Canada is prepared to-place at
the disposal of the new inter-
national supervisory body, for
the initial period, the Cana-
dian delegation to the emstmg
International Commission - for
Supervision and Control
(ICSC) in Vietnam established

by the 1954 Genev conter‘
ence.
“The  governmen ho pos

‘that, insofar as Cana a:, par-!

ticipation is a facto this
course of action will e able the’
initial cease-fire arrangements
to proceed without delay, sub- |
ject of course to an agreement !
being reached among|the par-
ties concerned.”

The minister’s: atemen’r

his campaigning for the pa111a-‘
mentary elections Oc¢t. 30 f
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'was made against the better
i judgment of his advisers and
the bitter lessons Canada has
learned from 19 years’ mem-
bership in the old Vietnam
peacekeeping comm’i"ssion
U.S. pressures also forced
| Sharp to d1sregard a Cabinet

|decision made in 1970 that,
henceforth, the Canadian gov-.
ernment would: only accept
new peacekeeping missions af-

ter a series of carefully
drafted technical  require-|
ments was met, 1

In 1954, Ottawa had nzuvely.
accepted on the spot a tele-|
gram invitation from Geneva
to become a member of the su-
pervisory commissions in Viet- |
nam, Laos and Cambodia and!
had hved through 19 years of
frustrations to regret it. As a
result, the Trudeau govern-
ment was determined nof to
undertake a similar role in the
area except after thé most
caretul consideration.

The urgings by Sullivan and
Green compelled Canada once
again to commit itself. In Jan-
\uary, when the Paris agree-
iment was finally signed,
!Sharp found it impossible to
| back down, despite his misgiv-
|ings about the probable effec-
[tiveness of the cease-fire and
Tilits supervisory arrangements.

Soon after agreeing to serve
on the new truce commission,
the Canadian government du-
;| covered, through dlplopatlc
contacts in several capitals,
that it had been handed a line
'by U.S. officials. Among other
Ithlnvs neither Poland, Hun-
‘ gary nor Indonesia had appar-
i etly committed themselves at
‘the time to the ICCS.

. Ottawa’s Bitterness

This lack of truthfuless by
the U.S. State Department
aroused considerable bitter-
ness in Ottawa. Some offigials
refer to the incident as “the
battle of twisted arm.”

But quite -apart from these
hurt feelings, Canadian. ofﬁ--
cials now find it extremely. f.
ficult to establish what ar e
true intentions of thewNixon
! administration in Vietnam.




