WTimes.  MARE
Mr., Nixon and the
Armistice’

To_the Editor: . e
James' Reston ch 18 column,
tellin at-President Nixon

the enenty:
lacks legal authority to punish viola-
tions .of the peaces agreement; is un-
founded in law and destructive of the
stable peace which we afl seek.~

. The :President can, if hﬁm enﬁ;}% .

order' reprisals in line with

24 acts of Congress which were judi-

cially-deterniined in Orlando’ v, Ddird
. to.provide Congressional collaboration
in the Indechina war. Agtifig’ a8 Corh-
- mander in-Chief, which <eonfers ‘upon
. him supreme direction.Gver the armed
forces, the' President possesses full
constitutional authority to judge that
the terms of the armistice which he
» megotiated have not been met by the
enemy and that an actual state of
‘War: continues there that carries with
it ‘his. power and duty to enforce that
settlement. As Chief Executive of a

sovereign nation -and beatrer ‘of. pri-.

mary powers over the conduct of. for-

eign affairs and the maintenance:of-

our national defehse, the President

possesses a Constitutional indépend-

ence in these two fields ‘Which' rein-
forces his authofity in t\hf's Situation.

Mr, Reston’s statements undermined
the President’s-position .on, the..same
day your newspaper reported in a
front-page story that the Communists
have sent down the Ho Chi Minh Trail
about 68,000 men and “now had more
war suppliés in South Vietnam than
they'had before the big offénsive last
© year.”.’7.” In this setting, a restrietive
viéw. of the=President's powers 'could
prevent, the, military actions or threats
of the very igngrant agd thie very'poor,
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