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Bomb Blamed

In Viet Crash

Killing 59

Saigon ' o

The Air Vietnam pas-
senger aircraft that
crashed last week Killing
59 persons was blown
“apart in mid-air by a
bomb, authoritative civil
--aviation sources said here

today.

Furthermore, these
sources said, Air Vietnam
-officials had failed to fully
follow up an. anonymous
. bomb threat which was
made by telephone the night
before the plane took off on

the fatal flight.

The anonymous caller had
told airline clerks that a
bomb was already abroad
one of their aircraft. .

The airline ordered a
search of two three - en-
gined jet planes sitting on
the Tarmac a few hours be-
~ fore departing on interna-
tional flights.

* The old four - engined pro-
peller - driven transport,
used on domestic flights,
was parked alongise the jets
but it was not searched.
Within a few hours it took
- offron a flight to Ban Me
Thuot in the central high-'
lands and blew up shortly
before reaching its -destina-
tion. :

The crash Kkille

d all

aboard, including the Ameri-

ca pilot and co - pilot.
- Authorities” are hesi

tant to

ascribe any motives for the

bombing at this time

Press

reports have claimed that
one of the passengers
aboard was supposely flying

with a valuable pack
diamonds. Another p
ger was supposedly cg
the equivalent of $10
cash.
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